READERS' LETTERS 

‘BEING NICE WON’T HELP TEACHERS’ 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In a dozen years or 
teaching in America, we worked to 
lift American salaries over 600 per 
cent. It was not accomplished by 
‘'being nice," tolerant of govern- 
ment economic policy, or the so- 
called '‘needs of our students." It 
was done by tough bargaining and 
strikes that lasted up to three 
months. We won good salaries and 
working conditions by holding fast 
to the conviction that we were 
worth every cent we demanded — 
that, in fact, we were as important 
as any other professional group 
working in the public sector — that 
our jobs are difficult and demanding 
and ought to be respected in 
society. 

In Israel, those facts are even 
more true than in America. The 
future of Israel is writLen in the 
minds and ideals of our youth. We 
all know this, and yet our best 
teachers must leave the profession 
(as do many of our western olim) 


meagre salaries currently paid. 

My message is first to the 
teachers. One-day strikes are like 
winter colds — you feel some dis- 
comfort, but you know it will pass. 
To deliver our message, we must 
close the schools now and keep 
them closed until the Etzioni Com- 
mission report is implemented in 
full. We can then respect ourselves 
and our profession. 

Secondly, to the public. Your dis- 
comfort is our starvation. We hear 
the argument that our children must 
be taught. We agree. What better 
lesson can we give them than to 
demonstrate our dedication to a 
moral position? The ultimate victors 
are the children: when they have the 
best teachers and the best equipped 
schools, then they will become part 
of the advanced technological 
society that Israel needs to survive 
in the modern world. 


when (hey cannot live on the Kfar Menahem. 

LATINIZE HEBREW SCRIPT 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post laziness and clerical fanaticism 
Sir, — It was a great joy for me to prevented his initiative from suc- 
discover, in reading in your article ceeding. 


MICHAEL STERN 
( Teacher ) 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — It was a great joy for me to 
discover, in reading in your article 
of February 13 about Dr. Michael 
Anivor and his project concerning a 
latinized Hebrew script, that there 
are other people in this country who 
have also seen the light. There is no 
doubt that if our enemies develop a 
latinized script of their own and use 
it before we do, we'll be as Dr. 
Avinor puts it, lost. 

In the early thirties, Hhamar Ben- 
Avi, the son of Eliezer Ben- Yehuda, 
started to publish a Hebrew weekly 
printed in Latin characters. Mental 


Now the time has come for all the 
supporters of a latinized Hebrew 
script to meet in order to establish a 
plan of action. Public opinion and 
the national institutions, the 
schools, the army, the scientific 
foundations must be convinced of 
the tremendous advantages for 
Israel involved in the introduction 
of a latinized script. Too much time 
has already been lost: lei us start 
now. p ro f' MICHAEL HARSGOR 
Tel Aviv. 


AN ARTISTIC SACRILEGE* 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The beauty of Jerusalem is 
in its breathtaking hills and valleys, 
the lights and shadows, the green of 
its gardens and the gold of its stone, 
the ancient walls and domes and the 
love and reverence we feel for it. 

Please do not allow this to be 
spoiled by a monstrosity that, is 
neither functional nor uplifting. The 
proposed work of art at the en- 
trance to Jerusalem reminds us of a 
hamburger place and that is where 
it belongs. 


No doubt that the artist is a 
talented person and we'd like to see 
his works in museums. However, to 
attempt to raise huge sums of 
money in this country for something 
Jerusalem does not need, and we 
hope does not want, would be the 
height of sacrilege, especially when 
this hard-to-come-by commodity 
(money) is needed for so much im- 
portant work. 

Mrs. SAMUEL GRINDLINGER 
Mountainside, New Jersey. 


UPLIFTING 

EXPERIENCE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The arrival on El Al of 
Yosef Mendelevich, the released 
"Prisoner of Zion," his reception at 
the airport, his reunion with Israel 
al the Western Wall, his recitation 
of the “Sheheheyam“ and then Kad- 
dlsh, his Hebrew greetings, and his 
statement, “I now hope to take part 
in the task of building the holy State 
of Israel with all of you," — have 
been the components of a drama 
which has lifted the spirits of all of 
Vs. 

Such a dramatic episode should 
have the effect of restoring a sense 
of perspective among those of us 
who tend to become distressed by 
the irritations and inconveniences 
of daily life in our little country with 
its many economic and social 
problems. 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
Jerusalem. 


EXPEL LEADER OF 
BLACK HEBREWS 

. To Ike Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I refer to your report of 
February IS concerning 200 Black 
Hebrew children, whose parents 
were forced to leave them behind in 
order to obtain the leader’s permis- 
sion to Ipave Israel. 

In plait) English, this crime is cal- 
led kidnapping and in all civilized 
countries, it is punishable either by 
death or life imprisonment. In 
Israel, however, the Black Hebrews 
are above the law. 

I am not as naive as to expect any 
Israeli government to be bold 
enough to expel all these illegal 
aliens. Nevertheless, the govern- 
ment should be able to summon 
enough courage to expel just one 
single person — their leader and 
dictator, Ben- Ami Carter. Without 
him, the Black Hebrew community 
will disintegrate, part of them follow 
ing their leader, the other just es- 
caping back to the U.S., possibly 
with the financial help of the U.S. 
Embassy, which should, anyway, be 
responsible for their repatriation. 

Netanya DR • JA ^OB ROSIN 


INFLATION! 

The big mystery: How do we cope? 





ISRAEL’S STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

To the Editor if The Jerusalem Post make out, the statute of limitations 
Sir, — Isn’t it high time to modify was established to protect people 
the- unfair statute of limitations in against claims which could go on for 


our enlightened country, which pre- 
vents prosecution after seven years? 
How can it be tolerated that an 
employer goes abroad leaving 
behind a trail of unpaid salaries to 
permanent office staff, and after 
seven years can come back lo Israel 
with no legal obligations towards 
any of those he wronged. On the 
contrary, he feels he acts generously 
if he pays a fraction of his former 
debts to some of his employees — 
and there is nothing the law does to 
protect us from this legal form of 
robbery. 

As far as a layman like myself can 


against claims which could go on for 
unlimited periods of time. The ques- 
tion is,' why must this law be 
implemented in cases where the 
wronged person sees his debtor go 
away for seven years — just long 
enough for him to come back and 
be in the clear. It becomes impossi- 
ble to prosecute him on another 
continent, and especially unlikely 
for the little man who cannot afford 
the large legal fees required to col- 
lect aid salaries amounting to 
several months of faithful and 
reliable work. 

ANNETTE JENNINGS 

Tel Aviv. 


GERMAN ARMS TO SAUDI ARABIA 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — As a subject of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, I feel 
obligated to express my deep reluc- 
tance at the German government's 
plan to deliver arms to Saudi 
Arabia. 

If the government decides to sell 
Leopard tanks or other weapons to 
the Saudis, it will show that it can be 
subjected to extortion. But it is not 
only a question of extortion. Many 


German politicians, from Adenauer 
to Schmidt, have often expressed 
their wish to improve constantly the 
relations between Israel and the 
FRG. It seems as if the German 
government now wants to expose 
this wish as hypocrisy, imposture 
and falseness. - 

1 hope that it will think belter of 
the matter. 

CHRISTIANE MICHELS 
Oberhausen, Germany. 


THE UNIVERSAL PHENOMENON 


To the Editor if The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — In a recent Postscript 
column you note that the new 
Arthur Frommer guide book is now 
called "Israel on S2Q a day” as com- 
pared to the original "Israel on $5 a 
day.” The writer bemoans this fact 
and calls it "another sign of the 
times." 

If the writer’s intention was to 
single out Israel as uniquely suffer- 
ing from inflation, then he has 
failed. As- other Frommer guide 


books attest, other nations also suf- 
fer from higher prices. What was 
once called Europe on S5 a day" ir 
now ‘‘Europe on S20 a day," Even 
Frommer's guide book to formerly 
dirt-cheap Spain and Morocco is 
now (you guessed it) "Spain and 
Morocco on $20 a day." 

Inflation nnd high prices, it would 
seem, are a world-wide 
phenomenon. 

LEO SAMET 

Silver Spring, Maryland. 


ARIDOR’S ODD SOLUTION 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The Minister of Finance, 
Yoram Aridor, prides himself on 
having found an unconventional 
method of mopping up surplus 
purchasing power: increased import 
of consumer durables u( reduced 
prices. Financial experts all over the 
world shudder at the mere thought 
of this solution. These experts fight 


surplus cash by increasing taxes, 
reducing subsidies and en- 
couraging savings. They would not 
dream of encouraging imports 
which automatically reduce foreign 
exchange reserves. 

Whoever succeeds Mr. Aridor 
will have to pay the bill. 

NORBERT DANZIGER 

Haifa. 




That's a question more and more 
foreigners, friends of Israel, plagued 
with rampant inflation of 15% are 
continually asking. 

Although we don't know the answer, 
(who does?) we try and deal with the 


% Each week. In the pages of The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. 


Investment. Productivity. 
Unemployment. Stagflation. Defence 
Spending, Exports. The Stock Market. 

It s all there and much more. 

If you're someone who's concerned 
about Israel, take out a subscription. 

Do It today. It might be more 
expansive next month. 
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Report of Peres talks with 
two Arab leaders stirs row 
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Thousands of youth movement members — and their elders — took part last 
week In the traditional Purlin parade (Adloyada) In Tel Aviv. Adloyada (the 
Aramaic for “until you don't know”) is derived from the Instruction In the MIs- 
hna that one should revel at Purim until one no longer knows the difference bet- 
ween “Blessed be Mordechal” and “Cursed be Haitian." Report page 4. 

(Siminovaky, Israel Sun) 
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By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 

The report that Labour Party 
chairman Shimon Peres hud talks 
abroud Inst week with Morocco's 
King Hnssan 11 und with a brother 
of Jordan's King Hussein has stirred 
a sharp political dispute. Some 
ministers have charged Peres with 
undermining Israel's bargaining 
position: they say he has hinted that 
if he forms the next government he 
will be ready for more concessions 
in the peace negotiations than the 
present Likud coalition. 

Peres has categorically denied 
press reports about the content of 
the discussions he reportedly held 
with King Hassan nnd King Hus- 
sein’s brother Mohu mined. He 
hinted broadly that these were 
deliberate fabrications by the 
Likud, geared at hurling his chances 
in the June 30 Knesset elections. 

Thmiflb Peres (.ontimied in refuse 
to ciuici luiilinii u< deny whether 
the meetings had actually taken 
place, his utterances left little doubt 
thut they had been held — with 
Hassan in Morocco and Moham- 
med in London. Peres was away for 
three days last week. 

Labour Knesset faction chief 
Moshe Shahal has accused the 
Likud of leaking the news or the 
Morocco meeting to damage Peres’ 
chances in the June 30 elections. 

Prime Minister Begin has denied 
that his bureau leaked the report of 
the Peres meetings. He called the 
charge "nothing short of slander.” 

The Minister of Industry, Trade 


and Tourism. Gideon Pali, said the 
prime minister had told the weekly 
cabinet meeting on Sunday thut he 
knew of Peres' intention to meet 
with A rub figures, but had not been 
obliged to tell hint whether to go 
ahead or not. 

Regarding Morocco's own de- 
nial of the reported meetings, Peres 
told a press conference cryptically 
that he has nothing to udd to the 
palace denial. But he did not go all 
the way and issue his own denial. 

In Murrukesh. on Friday, Moroc- 
can Information Minister Ah- 
delwahcd Melkaziz denied reports 
that Peres had conferred with King 
Hassan. 

(Quoted by the Moroccan News 
Agency MAP. Belkuziz said the- 
re purls were part of the propaganda 
campaign designed to discredit 
Morocco and "divide Arab and 
Moslem ranks.") 

Speaking at a special press 
„ uulcru nc»1 a lenjC Peres 
maintained that no one but himself 
and "two or three aides" had un> 
knowledge of the meetings and that 
only he personally and the Arab 
dignitaries involved could have 
known about the content or subject 
of their conversations. 

But while Peres was careful to say 
that he has "no absolute proof" 
about government complicity in 
what he asserts is a fabrication, he 
did note that he is "careful to re- 
quest government permission for 
highly sensitive meetings with Arab 
leaders." 

Peres intimated that the govern- 
ment had been aware that he was 


about to meet with the Moroccan 
monarch, and thus could have used 
its knowledge to rubricate u story 
damaging fur him on the subject of 
the talks. 

Peres deplored the "rule played 
by the media in this affair” and he 
was especially infuriated at sugges- 
tions in a television report that he 
had tulri King Hassan that if a 
Labour government is formed this 
summer, it would negotiate the 
future of Jerusalem and seek a solu- 
tion acceptable, among others, to 
Saudi Arabia. Peres explained that 
he would never negotiate (lie status 
of Jerusalem bin only of the holy 
places. 

He said that m all his talks, with 
Arab leadeis he is careful to stress 
thut Ins parly opposes any rcdisisioii 
of Jerusalem. :» return lo l rentiers 
which arc not defensible, or lalks 
wiili the Pl.t) or un the establish- 
ment of .» Palestinian slate. The 
tek-M-.ion report, he i. United, left a 
different impression. 

Likud Knesset faction chairman 
Avraham Shnrir said that Peres’ 
charges of u Likud conspiracy and 
fabrications arc "sheer lies concoc- 
ted by Peres in a moment of panic 
when he realized that what he had 
planned as a brilliant public rela- 
tions coup had badly backfired." 

Peres' meetings with King Hassan 
and Hussein's brother were 
reportedly intended to explore the 
possibility of reaching a peace 
agreement immediately after the 
elections on June 30 if Labour wins 
the majority predicted by public 
(Caatlnuftd on pit' 


Lebanese army move sparks UN-Haddad confrontation 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
and Agencies 

Thejielicate balance in Southern 
Lebanon was severely disrupted 
last week by the dispatch of 
Lebanese Army regulars to the 
south. This precipitated a bombard- 
ment of the village of Kantara by 
Major Sa'ad Haddad's Christian 
militias, in which three Nigerian of- 
ficers serving with the United Na- 
tions peace-keeping force in the 
area (UNIF1L) were killed and 19 
others injured. 

Haddad, who was roundly con- 
demned in the UN Security Council 
for what was described as his "bar- 
baric attack" on the UNIFIL posi- 
tion in the village, fears that the 
Brians are behind the attempt to 
""Urate Lebanese'S rmy units into 
l J c, outh, a move that could spell 
the 0 c jjj s “Free Lebanon" en- 
clave i. rc 

■ opposed to any shift 

in the sta_ q UQ j n ^e area, and 
also sees a -t-jan/hand behind the 
move. 1 |yal 0 f the Lebaneso 

troops i *S' afa followed a 


meeting between Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Sarkis and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad in Damascus, 
where, it is believed, it was agreed 
that the Lebanese army be deployed 
in the south. 

Even though Israel is determined 
to continue supporting Haddad as 
part of its effort to keep the region 
Xreejjf J»LO terrorists, it insists that 
the militia leader is a free agent and 
that Israel has no control over its 
actions. Accordingly, Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin 
categorically denied Israeli Involve- 
ment In the attack on UNIFIL, 
while the chief of staff, Rav-Aluf 
Rafael Eilan, publicly expressed his 
"shock and regret" at the death of 
the three Nigerian soldiers! 

, .For all that, efforts were made to 
biame Israel in the UN Security 
Council for the attack — and it was 
only the strenuous opposition of 
U.S. Ambassador Jeanne 
Kirkpatrick that prevented explicit 
censure of Israel for supporting 
Haddad's forces. But the agreed 
resolution did include the text of 


Resolution 425, passed three years 
ago and calling for Israel's 
withdrawal from Lebanese ter- 
ritory. 

"We wish to express our ap- 
preciation to the U.S. and to Am- 
bassador Kirkpatrick on the prin- 
cipled stand which they took in the 
recent deliberations of the Security 
Council," Israel Ambassador 
Yehuda Blum said in a prepared 
statement after the vote. 

"The text which finally emerged 
from those deliberations is not to 
our liking and I understand that it is 
not to the liking of Ambassador 
Kirkpatrick either. But it Is high 
time that the voice of conscience 
and principle be heard again in the 
counsels of the UN,” Blum con- 
cluded. 

Another Israeli diplomat 
remarked that "something very im- 
portant has happened to the 
American position at the UN since 
last March" — when the US., sup- 
ported a Security Council resolu- 
tion censuring Israeli settlement 
policy. 


“We aren't really excited about 
the recent Security Council 
statement," he continued, “but we 
can’t hide pur satisfaction with the 
fact that in the first lest of the new 
U.S. administration's policy at the 
UN on an\Arab-Israeli issue, the 
Americans' indicated that Lhey 
wouldn't let an ally be sacrificed in 
order to buy the goodwill of the 
Third World bloc." 

Back in the region, meanwhile, 
the new commander of UNIFIL, 
Major-General William Callaghan, 
adopted a tough new posture and 
instructed his troops to protect 
themselves with all the means at 
their disposal in the event of a 
future attack by Haddad's men. 

Callaghan, who took command of 
(he 6,000-man force last month, also 


had an acrimonious meeting with 
Alur Avigdor Ben-Gal, commander 
of Israel's northern front. The Irish 
general made what were described 
as "far-reaching demands." in- 
cluding free access for UNIFIL 
throughout Southern Lebanon, 
Haddad's withdrawal from four 
strongholds in the area and on im- 
mediate end to Israel's presence 
alongside the Christian militias. 

Ben-Gal rejected the demands on 
the spot, stressing the dangers in- 
herent in changing the status quo in 
Southern Lebanon. Ben-Gal did, 
however, transfer to' Haddad a mes- 
sage from Begin urging him to avoid 
ns far as possible any friction with 
UNIFIL, while standing his ground 
in the area now under his control. 

(Conllaaed on page 2) 
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Call to US. to halt flow of weapons to Middle East 

Shamir says Israel can’t afford arms race 


Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
told the Knesset last week that 
Israel would be unable — if only for 
economic reasons — to carry on an 
arms race with the Arab states. 

Making a government statement 
on the political situation, Shamir 
said that it was the government's 
duty to call on the U.S. and the rest 
of the world to put an end to the 
"unbridled flow” of weapons to the 
Middle East before it led to “an exr 
plosion.” 

Shamir said that this was Israel's 
answer to those in the U.S. ad- 
ministration who believed that they 
could "balance” their supply of 
sophisticated aircraft to Saudi 
Arabia by selling weapons systems 
to Israel under special terms. 

"To our regret, that is no 
solution,” Shamir said. 

Shamir said that the friendly rela- 
tions between the two nations had 
recently been clouded by the U.S. 
decision to supply Saudi Arabia 
with offensive equipment for its F- 
15 interceptors and with four 
AWACS airborne radar planes — 
despite its promise in 1978 that such 
equipment for the F-I5s would not 
be made available to Saudi Arabia. 

This must be seen in the broader 
context of the Middle East arms 
race, with tremendous quantities of 
all types of weapons flowing into the 
region in the past few years from the 
U.S., the Soviet Union, and 
countries of Europe. 

This state of affairs did not in- 
crease the West’s strength in the 
region or serve any positive pur- 
pose. It endangered peace and 
Israel's security. 

The foreign minister said that 
during his U.S. visit in mid- 
February, administration officials 
had promised him, “in unequivocal 
language," that the U.S. would take 
steps to strengthen Israel's economy 
and would fortify its security by 
maintaining its qualitative 
superiority in the arms balance of 
the region. 

It was difficult to exaggerate the 
share of the U.S. in what the peace 
process had already achieved, 
Shamir said, and the continued 
partnership of the U.S. was "vital 



Foreign Minister Shamir 
and essential.” 

Deputy Defence Minister Mor- 
dechai Zipori has denounced repor- 
ted U.S. plans to sell AWAC ad- 
vance warning airecraft to Saudi 
Arabia. 

These advance warning and com- 
mand systems — which are installed 
in modified Boeing 707s — in Saudi 
hands would constitute “a physical 
danger to Israel." Zipori told a 
Liberal party meeting. Those planes 
flying over Saudi Arabia or Jordan 
could “expose all of Israel’s secrets. 
We would not be able to take even 
one move without them knowing 
about it.” 

“Israel will be pushed into a cor- 
ner... and retaining qualitative 
superiority over the Arabs... won't 
be easy. They're forcing us into a 
new (arms) race. We could have ex- 
pected greater understanding from 
a friendly state like the U.S.," the 
deputy minister asserted. 

According to some reports the 
AWACS will enable the Saudis to 
monitor all of Israel’s radio tnuu- 


According to a report in the 
Ha'aretz newspaper on Sunday, a 
West German company is at- 
tempting to negotiate a deal with 
Saudi Arabia for the sale of surface- 
to-air and surface-to-surface mis- 
siles. The latter are reported to have 
a range of some 300 kilometres. 

The firm in quostion is also 
believed to be carrying out rocket 
research in Libya and the Sahara, 
ostensibly with a view to developing 
a satellite launcher. But it has been 
pointed out that these same rockets 
could be used to deliver a large 
military, possibly nuclear, warhead. 

In Washington, Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig assured a con- 
gressional committee last week that 
he would be a proponent of im- 
proved financial terms for U.S. 
economic and military assistance to 
Israel next year. 

But he also reaffirmed his support 
for an advanced airborne surveil- 
lance system — either the super- 
sophisticated AWACS or the more 
modest Hawkeye — to complement 
Saudi Arabia's upgraded F-15 
fighters. 

Carefully balancing his testimony 
on the administration’s pending 
worldwide foreign aid bill before 
the House Foreign AiTairs Commit- 
tee, the secretary stressed the im- 
portance of America’s maintaining 
close strategic ties with Israel, with 
Egypt and “other responsible Arab 
States.” 

He stopped short of actually 
promising to recommend that the 
extra 5600 million in military loans 
for Israel — intended to balance the 


, | . .1 w >v> Iflinwi imwnuwu IV lTiuaiivv 

missions and locate the IDF a _ offwilivo accessories for Saudi 


planes, tanks and artillery, even if 
they are under camouflage. 

Aluf (Res.) Binyamlri Pelcd, for- 
ner commander of the Air Force, 
said last week that the A w^CS are 
excellent radar stations, blit, the 
Israel Air Force could shoot them 
down with relative ease. 

Further indications of Saudi plans 
to build up its military strength 
come last week with a report that 
the Riyadh government wants to 
build new naval facilities only 320 
kilometres south or the Israeli post 
of Eilat. 


LEBANESE ARMY MOVE 


( Continued from page I) 

The end of the week found 
dozens of Lebanese soldiers back in 
the village of Kantara in a repeat of 
the move that led to last week's 
bloody confrontation between 
UNIFIL and the Christian militias. 

On Sunday, Chief of Staff Eitan 
warned that an extension of PLO in- 


fluence southwards in the direction 
of Israel's border, under the cover 
of UNIFIL, would set the condi- 
tions for a renewal of the war of at- 
trition along the Israel-Lebanon 
frontier. Eitan pointed out that the 
terrorists would exploit their 
presence in Southern Lebanon to 
launch attacks on Israel. 
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Hassan Prince Mohammed Chairman Peres 

ROW OVER TALKS 


(Continued from pegs 1) 

opinion polls. 

Israel Television political cor- 
respondent Nissim Mishal said that 
Peres met for a "lopg discussion" 
with Hassan and with no aides on 
either side. He was accommodated 
.in a government hotel while in 
Morocco. 

Peres reportedly talked with Has- 
san about his party's Jordanian op- 
tion peace plan, which calls for 
negotiations over the future of the 
West Bank with Jordan. He also 
talked about rapid implementation 
of autonomy in the Gaza Strip. 

According to the television 
report, Hassan was primarily in- 
terested in the future of Jerusalem. 
Peres reportedly told him that after 
completing the autonomy negotia- 
tions a Labour-led government 
would try to find a solution (o the 
disputes over Jerusalem in coopera- 
tion with Saudi Arabia. 

In his meeting with Hussein's 
brother, Peres reportedly got the 
impression that his party's peace 
plan is not rejected out of hand in 
Jordan. Peres was fold that the Jor- 


danian position towards Labour*! 
plans could only be revealed once 
formal negotiations had begun. 

This reported willingness to con. 
sider the Jordanian option is in con- 
trast to official Jordanian state- 
ments which adhere to the resolu- 
tions of the Rabat conference of 
1974 which empowers only the 
PLO to negotiate the fate of the 
Palestinians. 

Sources in the Prime Minister's 
Office said after the first reports of 
the Peres meetings: "Never in more 
than three decades of Israeli in- 
dependence and political life had 
there ever been a scandal which 
even comes close to the proportion 
of what Peres had done this time. 
Never before has an opposition 
leader conducted negotiations with 
the head or slate officially in a state 
of war with Israel, and given 
assurances undermining the govern- 
ment's bargaining position. This 
would be considered unthinkable In 
any country with a tradition of * 
loyal opposition. Apparently this 
opposition no longer values loyalty 
to the state.” 


Arabia’s F- 1 5s — would be 
provided at reduced "conces- 
sionary" rates. But if Congress pres- 
sed for such terms, he said, he could 
be expected to support them. 

Regarding Saudi Arabia’s request 
for the aerial radar platforms, Haig 
noted that the Saudis could 
purchase such sensitive equipment 
from other sources if the U.S. were 
to reject their request. 

Compiled Jrom reports by Aryeh 
Rubinstein, Wolf Blitzer in 
Washington and other Post reporters. 

IDF officer buried 

KIRYAT GAT (Him). — Eli 
Nachmias, the Israeli soldier who 
died last Monday — a week before 
his wedding — helping to defuse 
mines in South Lebanon, was buried 
here with full military honours. 

Nachmias, 23, served in the 
regular army as a demolition of- 
ficer. Three weeks ago he helped 
i defuse explosives found on the 
hang-gliders used by terrorists in an 
attempt to carry out attacks in 
Israel. 

|| THE WEATHER || 

Saturday's Soaday'a 


Shipwreck survivors home 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
BEN-GURION AIRPORT. - Sub- 
dued joy and tearful embraces from 
loved ones greeted eight survivors 
of the bulk carrier Mezada, who ar- 
rived here last Friday night, 12 days 
after the ship sank off the coast of 
Bermuda. 

The seven Israelis and the 
Filipino first officer rescued by the 
Indian ship Damodar Tasaka, that 
responded to the Zim freighter’s 
SOS, wore put ashore last week in 
Gibraltar. They arrived at Ben- 
Gurion aboard a British Airwuys 
flight from London. 

Throe othor crew members sur- 
vived the disaster, but 10 shipmates 
— including the Mezada’s captain, 
Gera Levin — who went down with 
his ship — drowned in the stormy 
sea. The bodies of 14 others were 
not recovered. 



Malta Staler, widow of D»' ld 
Staler, the Mezada’s radio offler, 
talks to newsmen at Ben-Gunoa 


Airport on Friday night 
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No accord on teachers’ pay 

Jerusalem Post Staff breach of the national pay *8^ 

Education Minister Zevulun ment - the itaoM 

Hammer and Finance Minister Aridor, who stopped the^ 

Yoram Aridor failed on Friday to of the a 8 r ® en }® n h of t ht 
l believes it is in oreacn 


ii miuui icwvu v.. • j — . .. "T u r ,orn 01 *■** 

reach agreement on impiementa- believes it 18 f {5 main* 

tion of the teachers pay agreement, national wages frame 

Sanctions were to continue along 1 " " 8 ls opp ’ Mgchd* 
the same lines as last week, with The leadors joining 

more severe sanctions in the offing. ’ unions . have {be y 

Last week, kindergarten through Zamir ^ he i thai 

ssss-rKSf 

was expected to submit the ' The unsigned agreement 9 ^ 
agreement reached between the teachors a 7.65 per 0^980. 
government and the teachers union reactive t0 ^“ffeanithsis 
Borne three weeks ago — but left un- The Finance Minify Ml off a 
signed — to the Agreed Arbitration pay rise for te achers^ wor | c ‘ ert . 
Board to determine whether it is in wave of demands Y > 
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THE POLITICAL SCENE nMHnH 

Dayan-Hurvitz rift over 


H . Sy® AH HONIG 
<ost Political Reporter 
TEI AVIV. — Difficulties have 
ar ;£h in the formation of Moshe 
payan's new parly, and former 
finance minister Yigael Hurvitz is 
reported to be harbouring second 
thoughts about joining it, The 
Jerusalem Post learned last week 
from reliable sources. 

Dayan wants former Labour MK 
Mordechai Ben-Porat in the 
number two slot on his party's slate 
of candidates, with Hurvitz in third 
place, followed by Social Affairs 
Minister Israel Katz of the late 
Democratic Movement, with Rafi 
MK Zalman Shoval slated for the 
fifth place. Hurvitz expected the 
No. 2 slot. 

Dayan’s decision to put Ben- 
Porat in second place is seen to be 
motivated by several considera- 
tions. He is said to be attempting to 
make it up to Ben-Porat for having 
stranded him in 1977, when Ben- 
Porut left Labour out of loyalty to 
Dayan. Dayan then made up his dif- 
ferences with the Labour leadership 
and remained in the party until after 
the elections. 

Ben-Porat, who was one of the 
leaders of the Jewish underground 
in Iraq, is also considered a vote- 


getting asset by Dayan, especially 
among oriental Jews. 

Hurvitz is also said to distrust 
Dayan's “dovish pragmatism," and 
especially Dayan's ideas of uni- 
lateral autonomy, which he con- 
siders unacceptable and only a 
small step short of a Palestinian 
stale. He rejects, too, Dayan’s in- 
sistence on spelling out InMhe party 
platform Jordan's right, .in possible 
future negotiations, io demand 
sovereignly in East Jerusalem. 

The former finance minister ap- 
parently hopes his Rafi party will 
garner enough voles in the April 7 
Hisiadrut election to prove to 
Dayan that it is a force to be 

f 



Mordechai Ben-Porat 


Israeli products attract 
Egyptians at trade show 


CAIRO (Reuter). — Egyptian 
businessmen swarmed around the . 
Israel pavilion at Cairo's Inter- 
national Fair at its opening last 
week, and Israeli officials predicted 
that trade with Egypt was finally 
jboul iu take off. ., 

The director of Israel’s Export In- 
stitute, Natan Hoshen, said that 
several Egyptian companies had 
already placed orders for Israeli 
seeds, plants, poultry, processed 
food and agricultural equipment. 

“We arc now on the right track. 
We have no complaints,” Hoshen 
said. In the past Israelis have said 
the Egyptian government was 
deliberately obstructing trade for 
political reasons. 

In the first year since normaliza- 
tion of relations made trade possi- 
ble, the balance has been heavily in 


Egypt's favour with Israel buying oil 
worth over S5«J0 million a year and 
sending thousands of tourists to 
Egypt while Egypt imported small 
amounts of chicken, fruit and eggs. 

The first Israeli advertisements 
arc appearing on sialc : fun televi- 
sion and in the next issues of two 
weekly- magazines. Hoshen snid. ■ 
•“President Anwar Sadat peri, 
-tonally instructed the media to ac-‘ 
cept them,’* said Nfitan Hoshen. 

The trade fair pavilion was heavi- 
ly guarded in anticipation of a 
repetition of the protests which 
look place at Israel’s booth at the 
recent Cairo book fair. 

The businessmen were undeter- 
red. "It’s surprising to see such 
good products from Israel," said 
one. "We will definitely try to make 
deals with them.” 

(Trade with Egypt, page 20. i 


U.S. nuclear plants for Cairo 


CAIRO. — The U.S. has 
agreed to provide Egypt with 
two nuclear power stations, with 
a combined capacity of 2,000 
megawatts, at a cost of approx- 
imately $2 billion, Energy 
Minister Maher Abaza an- 
nounced. 

An agreement to this effect, cap- 
ping nearly seven years of on-and- 
off negotiations, was initialled 
Saturday by two American 
and Egyptian officials. . The 
breakthrough was made possible by 
Egypt's ratification of the nuclear, 
non-proliferation treaty last month. 

The agreement must be ratified 
by the U.S. Congress. 

Before initialling the agreement, 
the chief U.S. negotiator served' 
notice that, his government does not 
nlan to accord Jsrael less favourable 
Raiment. *■ . 

"he supply of the American reac-. 
l ° riK s part of an Egyptian master, 

P ,a ” ' build eight nuclear, power, 
station. the ycar ^ ; 

^? ' has agreed, already Id 
P tov,d ' ■ot with two nuclear. . 


power plants. 

On the political front, Egypt and 
Sudan Saturday announced the 
restoration of full diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Sudan withdrew its ambassador 
from Cairo in November 1979 to. 
show its disapproval of Egypt’s 
peace treaty with Israel. Egypt also 
recalled its ambassador from Khar- 
toum. 

The announcement followed re- 
cent dose co-ordination between the 
two 'neighbours, including a pledge 
by Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
to send troops to help defend Sudan 
against, any Libyan attack. 

■ • Egypt and Sudan, bound by 'a 
muiuhl -defence pact, haye 
denounced Libyan lehder Muam- 
mar Gaddafi's military intervention 
in; Chad, which they consider a 
threat to other African- countries’ 
security. .'- . • < • 

i Meanwhile, Gaddafi has called 
for. an jArab summit to deal with 
Sudani’s : decision,, tou restore 
diplomatic relations wjth.Egypt, the 
maSs-cirpulation Akhbar el-Yom 
Reported. #t the weekend. ; 


new party 

reckoned with. 

Meanwhile, Labour is growing in- 
creasingly edgy about Dayan's 
impending return to politics. 
Members of the parly’s Young 
Guard paraded up and down Rehov 
Dizengofr last week dressed in 
Dayan Purim costumes and 
carrying posters with some of his 
apparently contradictory public 
pronouncements. They demand 
that Dayan desist from forming a 
new party. 

The Post has learned that a public 
opinion poll commissioned by the 
Labour Party predicts that u Dayun- 
Rafi list would garner from 13 to 15 
Knesset seats. 

Mark Segal adds: 

Nearly half the public thinks 
Moshe Duynn should not run for 
(he Knesset on his own party list. 
Over a quarter believes he should, 
while the rest have not made up 
their minds. 

The Modi'in Ezrnhi Applied 
Research Centre obtained the 
above result when questioning 1.285 
adults. 

Among the nays, 46 per cent said 
Duyun no longer had a place in 
polities; while among the ayes. 3 1.7 
per cent said he was a fine leader 
who should be in politics. 

Dispute over 
Hebron prayers 

HEBRON (him). — Dozens of 
Kiryai Arha residents conducted 
their early morning prayers in the 
Machpcln Cave here on Friday, 
despite a protest against this lodged 
by Hebmn’s acting mayor. Abdel 
Nubi Naishc. 

Under the existing status quo in 
the town, Jews ore not permitted to 
use the cave (which is also a mos- 
que) on Fridays, the Moslem Sab- 
\bath. But for the Inst three Fnduys 
running. Jews have held their early 
morning prayers there. Except for 
lost Friday — when prayers were 
permitted us Purim fell on that diy 
— this has been without the permis- 
sion of the military authorities. 

The residents of the Jewish sut- 
urb of Kiryat Arba say they will 
continue using the cave on Fridays 
as the Jewish early morning service 
Ishaharltl finishes several hours 
before the Moslem service begins. 
(The cave is the traditional burial 
place of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.). 

Hebron murder trial 

RAMALLAH (Itim). — Charges of 
murder, conspiracy and 
membership in Fatah were brought 
on Friday against four Arabs. who 
allegedly attacked a group of Jews 
outside Beit Hadassah in Hebron 
last May. Six persons were killed 
and 16 others wounded in the at- 
tack. . 

The charge sheets were presented ' 
in the military court here; 

PLO at the Vatican 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
last week condemned the reception 
by Vatican Secretary of State Car- 
dinal Agostino Cassaroli Of a PLO 
representative, Farouk Kaddoumi. ] 

1'hc spokesman expressed 
astonishment at the meeting, notirig 
that the PLO in the post has claimed 
credit “for the brutal murder of in- 
nocent civilians" and “is byjno 
means a part of the international 
community that respects moral 
principles, law and justice." 
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Party spirit takes over as 
Israel celebrates Purim 


ffie cWeekgqd ^ry^otjes 


Purim. recalling the deliverance 
of (he Jews of Persia from destruc- 
lion by Human over 2*300 years ago, 
extended from Friday night through 
Sunday in Jerusalem and in other 
ancient walled cities, and from 
Thursday night through Friday 
evening in the rest of the country 
and in the Diaspora. 

The Education Ministry set 
Thursday and Friday as the Purim 
vacation for youngsters living out- 
side Jerusalem and other walled 
towns where Shush an Purim is 
observed (like Jaffa, Lydda, 
Tiberias and Safad) 1 In those places, 
the vacation was on Friday and Sun- 
day. 

A central Purim party for 
Jerusalem children was held at the 
Kiryat Hayovel cinema, on Friday 
nt 9.30 a.m. Entertainment included 
a dance troupe, songs, games and 
competitions. Costume parades 
were also scheduled for dozens of 
youth and community centres. 

Hundreds of schoolchildren 
brought mishloah manor (Purim 
treats) to elderly Jerusalemites as 
well as to new immigrants and 
hospital patients. More than 5,000 
aged took part in parties at 
municipal old-age centres, with 
dances by pupils included in the 
entertainment. In addition, 700 


policeman's children went to a 
special party at Jerusalem's Beit 
Pomerantz on Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Tel Aviv’s celebrations started on 
Tuesday with a mini-carnival led by 
a child on horseback disguised as 
the late mayor Mcir Dizengoff. 
Dozens of parlies and performances 
took place in the city through Satur- 
day evening. 

Haifa Mayor Arye Ourel invited 
South Lebanese residents to take 
part in the traditional Purim parade 
organized by students of the Tech- 
n ion's architecture faculty, 

On a more sombre note, an eight- 
year-old girl and a four-year-old boy 
were badly burned when their 
Purim fancy-dress costumes were 
set alight by sparks from toy cap- 
guns. The two separate accidents 
took place in Lod and Beersheba, 
respectively. Both victims were 
hospitalized in serious condition. 

The Education Ministry, upon 
hearing of the incidents, immediate- 
ly issued a directive to schools that 
reiterated its ban on the use of cap 
pistoLs and gunpowder. 

The ministry also told the schools 
not to allow pupils to wear Purim 
costumes made out of flammable 
materials, or to hold parties in huts 
and buildings that are potential fire 
hazards. 
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Car drivers on Ramot road 
get flowers in quiet Sabbath 
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By ABRAHAM RAB1INOVITCH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Pretty girls with flowers and a few 
conciliatory words reportedly 
spoken to an elderly rabbi achieved 
last Saturday what hours of 
highlevel negotiations last week 
failed to achieve — Sabbath peace 
on the Ramot road. 

The ultra-orthodox Nelorei Karla 
sect abandoned its planned 
demonstration on the road to Lhe 
Jerusalem neighbourhood after 
police officers reportedly called on 
Rabbi Yisrael Moshe Bushinsky, 
one of the judges of the Ec- 
clesiastical Court of the Eda 
Haredii, late Friday afternoon. 

A messenger from Bushinsky 
reached Netorei Karta leader Uri 
Blau just before the onset of the 
Sabbath, the spokesman said, and 
the decision was made by the 
group's leadership to call off the 
demonstration. 

Meanhwile, drivers on the Ramot 
raod were flagged down by 
“stewardesses” employed for the 
occasion by the municipality. The 
girls handed each driver a flower 
and a letter signed by Mayor Teddy 
Kollck calling on drivers to use the 
by-pass skirting the section of the 
road that the ultra-orthodox want 
closed on the Sabbath because it 
passes near their neighbourhoods. 
The letter said the main road was 
not being closed, but it requested 
use of the by-pass as a neighbourly 
gesture of goodwill. 


Most of the drivers used the by- 
pass. 

A number of ha^edlm (ultra- 
orthodox) appeared on the bluff 
overlooking the road l^te in the 
afternoon to shout “Shabbes,” and 
at one point a squad of pdlicemen 
dispersed a small gathering of 
haredim without any violence. \ 

Four hours of negotiations in 
Kollek's office, which ended at 2 
a.m. Friday, failed to achieve any 
solution to the Ramot road crisis, as 
had earlier meetings with Prime 

Minister Menahem Begin. UTa C BCLOWIl GT1 JjOQD 

is expecled 10 neo-nazds urged 

Kollck also met with Agudat BONN (Reuter). — - A leading 
Yisrael leader Menahem Porush last spokesman for West German Jews 
week and agreed on a municipal 00 ™ da >\ u . r 8 ed tougher laws to 
coalition package calling for in- co J nl,at rightist extremism and 
creased aid to the Aguda / v ° iced a * a ™ that 18 per cent of 
educational network in northern thosc " est Germans questioned in 
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Crackdown on Bonn Greece seeks Israel farm know-how 

npfVhflTl'a nvrrzvl The Greck Agriculture Minister member of the European E( 

u^TiJjUdo UIgcU Athanassios Canellopoulos, has Community. It is, therefoi 


Jerusalem and Aguda cooperation 
in “calming the atmosphere” in the 
city. ! 

A municipal spokesman said that 
K click, together with municipal 
coalition leader Emanuel Zissman, 
agreed to examine the school needs 
in the Kiryat Sanz and Ezrat Tora 
neighbourhoods — both Aguda 
strongholds. The two 
neighbourhoods overlook the 
Ramot road buE the. spokesman 
said the agreement had nothing to 
do with the controversy sur- 
rounding Sabbath traffic on the 
highway. 


Radio to honour Bartok’s birthday 

■ Jerusalem Post Reporter where, these details were an- 


TEL AVIV. — All of Bartok's com- 
positions, as well as programmes 
discussing his career, political ac- 
tivities and contributions to modern 
music, will be broadcast on Israel 
Radio during two weeks beginning 
March 25 — the centenary of the 
composer’s birth. 

At a press conference yesterday 
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nounced, Simha Aaron, head of the 
radio's music department, said that 
Bela Bartok has a special 
significance for us in Israel because, 
when the Nazis prepared a show of 
“decadent music," he requested 
that his works be played alongside 
those of the ‘‘.decadent” Jews, 
though , he himself was not Jewish. 


a recent opinion poll felt life was 
better under the Nazis. 

Heinz Galinski, chairman of West 
Berlin's Jewish community, said in a 
radio interview that his past war- 
nings about a right-wing revival had 
been dismissed as exaggerated. 
"Now I think the point has come 
when it can no longer be left at 
words, when finally action must be 
taken,” he said. 

Asked about the possibility of 
West German arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia, which is under discussion in 
Bonn, Galinski said it was “incom- 
prehensible that German weapons 
could be used against the Jewish 
state." 

Some days before GalinskPs 
statement; Justice Minister Juergen 
Schmude announced in Bonn that 
he plans to crack down on neo- 
Nazis. 

Schmude told the Bundestag, the 
lower house of parliament, that 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt's 
government will introduce new 
legislation to combat neo-Nazis and 
other right-wing extremists. 

("Balter undir HUlar,” pap 14) 


The Greek Agriculture Minister 
Athanassios Canellopoulos, has 
been in Israel on a visit as a guest of 
his Israeli counterpart, Ariel 
Sharon. 

Greece docs not have full 
diplomatic relations with Israel and 
Canellopoulos is the flrsL Greek 
minister to visit here. However, 
when asked about the political 
significance of his trip, he said curt- 
ly: “It’s up to you to guess.” 

Greece on January I became a 

Tennis star ‘blacklisted’ 

By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 

TEL AVIV, — Israel Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Yitzhak 
Ofek is to meet with Israel Tennis 
Association heads to “clarify” 
Shlomo Giickstein’s plans to com- 
pete in next month's SI 75,000 Sigma 
Grand Prix tournament in Johan- 
nesburg. . 

Glicksteln last week appeared in 
a sport? “blacklist" of 185 
sportsmeQ from 21 countries who 
competed in South Africa last 
year. The list was compiled by the 
South African Non-Racial Commit- 
tee, SANROCiat the request of the 
UN Special Committee against 
apartheid. The Israeli champion 
played in two grand prix competi- 
tions in Johannesburg, duiribg. 1980. 


member of the European Economic 
Community. It is, therefore, in a 
position to obstruct Israeli exports, 
suy Israeli officials. 

Canellopoulos said Greece would 
like to take advantage of Israel 1 * 
agricultural know-how. 

Sharon, expressing readiness M 
share Israel's expertise, told ha 
guest at a welcoming address that 
"There are no secrets in 
agriculture." __ 

Social service volunteers 

The number of Volunteers work- 
ing in the field of social service 
risen from 3,000 in 1977 to 16**® 
today, saving the state about J550& 
in the last year, Minister f° r 
Labour and Social Affairs, 
Israel Katz, told the Knesif' 
Finance Committee. __ 

Maccabi prepare for Final 

Tel Aviv Maccabi prepared Is* 1 
week for Thursday night's base- 
ball clash in Strasbourg with Italia 
champions Slnudyne Bologna, jv; 
the tho-&mJ8ean Cup. . i(rt8 


inciflc-euTupctui 

'This is the second year 1 ^^ 
the Israeli champions have 
the final, having been ..l 
edg'd ou( last ^" b Maccabl 
champion. Real, M tffoptm title 
last won the coveted e 
in 1977. - 
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E] r ienthal 

, MEIR MERHAV 
/ost Economic Editor 
anomic policy must be an in* 

ament in the service of social 
rfoals — "that has always been and 
will be my guiding principle," says 
Naftali Blumenlhal, the man expec- 
ted to be finance minister if the 
Labour Alignment wins the June 30 
elections. Blumenlhal. managing 
director of the Hisiadrut-affiliated 
Koor industrial complex, last week 
presented a first outline of his 
economic credo. 

Labour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres pointedly refrained from 
making specific nominations when 
he presented his economic team on 
March 14. But Blumenthal's press 
conference last week was widely 
taken as indicating that he sees him- 
self as slated for the post of finance 
minister if the Alignment wins the ' 
elections. 

Labour's economic programme 
Hiid leadership team, Blumenlhal 
said, differs fundamentally from the 
Likud’s economic leadership. The 
latter, he said, had no defined 
eco nomic and social philosophy 
common to all its constituent fac- 
tions, while Labour's economic 
philosophy is accepted by all seg- 
ments of the party. 


tells what he’d do as finance minister 

Dl.._ *L.I 


Blumenlhal emphasized the need 
to renew economic growth but 
pointed out that this must be selec- 
tive, boosting some economic sec- 
tdrs in short order, and.restrainina 
others. ; 

s The growth sectors will have to 
be given all (he resources that the 
government and the nation can 
muster, while cutbacks in other sec- 
tors will make it possible to achieve 
the second immediate objective — 
of reducing inflation to a two-digit 
level. 

Blumenlhal ridiculed Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor’s dire war- 
nings that Labour was out to 
establish a totalitarian economic 
regime and to destroy democracy, 
saying that Labour's purpose was to 
stabilize prices. This would be 
achieved not by bureaucratic 
regulation, but by government in- 
tervention on ihc cost side. 

For that purpose, the first instru- 
ment will be the stabilization of the 
exchange rate, combined with in- 
centives to exports, the m&in growth 
sector. The second lactic will be 
long-term wage agreements to keep 
real wages stable and to assure in- 
dustrial peace. The third compo- 
nent of the stabilization policy will 
be fiscal policy — the use of taxes 


Dry Bones 
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Arab students complain of attacks 


By YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Arab students at Hgjfa 
University and the Technion go to 
their classes armed with pocket 
knives to defend themselves, ac- 
cording to the chairman of the 
Technion’s Arab students commit- 
lee Barakat el-Haj. 

He was speaking last week about 
recent violence on the campuses at 
‘meeting sponsored by Campus, a 
^t organization. 

affil! a 8aid that tho Jewish students 
harass* with ri 8 hlist organizations 
leanetaL^ab iludenta, spread 
asaault th«“ the ," 1 and »ome imes 
volved in «« *as personally in- 
between Jewli month's frabas 
^n d Arab students. 

Published mM fc ■■ i ' 


Prof. Kalman Altman complained 
that; rife Technion had riot taken 
deterrent "measures dgainst the 
Jewish students who attacked Arab 
students in a dormitory room. He 
said the students had' hbt' been 
suspended. ■' ■-*• 

■ Prof. Y'eshayahu Leibovitch said 
that although Israel is not a fascist 
state, ; |Thfere are cleaT'iigns of 
"Jtidaeo-Nazi groups" ' arid ptiblic 
org&hizatibns should uSfc all means 
.. tbsfop their activity. The Arab stu- 
dents had : the right 'to 1 defend 
thefnselvfei, he said. 

LdiboVlt'Ch said the atmosphere 
stririirtifed frotti the continiibus oc- 
ouptifibh which is “corrupting 
Is radii 'society and worsening rela- 
tions 1 Between Jews and Arabs in 
Israel itself.” 


and of subsidies to support the 
stabilization policy. 

Employment policy, Blumenlhal 
said, will have to re-establish the 
confidence that all job-seekers will 
find employment, although that 
does not necessarily mean security 
for all in their present jobs. 

Blumenthal chastised the Likud 
for conducting a policy aimed at 
reducing real wages and increasing 
unemployment, which had only led 
to a fall in national output com- 
bined with higher inflation. 

In answer to questions, 
Blumenthal said he believed that 
the price stabilization process will 
lake several years, nnd that the im- 
portant goal of economic policy 
should be to initiate a downward 
trend in prices. That, he explained, 
will reverse the inflationary expec- 
tations that now feed inflation, and 
restore confidence. 

Blumenthal relies heavily on the 
use of subsidies. Bui he made it 
clear that these must be of a scope 
not causing extreme price and cost 
distortions. With respect to sub- 
sidies to basic foodstuffs, for ex u tu- 
ple. he put the probable limit of ac- 
ceptable subsidies at 20-30 per cent 
of the price. This, he pointed out, is 
much below the present "insane” 
level of some subsidies, which can- 


not be kept up even lo the end of 
the present government's term. 

Blumenthal ulso predicted a tax 
reform, designed to redistribute the 
economic burden more equitably, 
but said any change of this kind 
would have to be gradual. Replying 
to a question on his view/ of the re- 
cent abolition of fhe property tax 
nnd inheritance tax. he said their 
elimination had a demoralizing ef- 
fect, even if lhe revenue from’ these 
taxes was not very significant from a 
fiscal viewpoint. 

He criticized Aridor's recent tax 
reduction • policies, saying that 
although the economic damage they 
do is probubly not great, they have a 
negative effect on public mornle. 
They signal to the public that it is no 
longer important lo husband foreign 
currency, to be frugal and to save, 
hut that consumption is the 
watchword. It will be difficult to 
reverse these attitudes in the future, 
he added. 

Blumenthal's first public ap- 
pearance in a political role was hesi- 
tant, but frank. When reporters 
asked him questions on subjects 
with which he was not familiar — 
for example his attitude lo the 
capital niurket — he replied that lie 
had not studied the suhjecl mid 
could not answer. 


Inflation to boost April pay 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Fust Economic Reporter 

Salaried workers will receive a 
1*L3 per cent cost-of-living increase, 
starting with April’s salaries, paid at 
the beginning of May. 

lhe treasury was able to com- 
plete its calculations with last 
week’s publication of the February 
consumer price index, which rose 
by a relatively moderate 5.5 per 
cent. The index rose by I3.2percent 
in the first two months of the year. 

The Treasury calculates that the 
average net salary will rise by 20 u 
25 per cent taking into account the 
adjustment of the tax brackets, the 
19.3 per cent cost-of-living increase 
and the rise in tax credit points and 
child allowances. This does not in- 
clude any additional salary rise 
which the Hisiadrui Labour 
Federation might demand. 

The rate of increase in the 
February consumer price index did 
not catch the Treasury by surprise, 
and officials promised to continue 
to hold the line on price rises. 

The price reductions instituted by 


Hnuncc Minister Yoram A rid or 
on tars, television sets and other 
selected consumer items brought 
about a drop of 0.1 per cent in the 
index, while government price n-.es 
tiiuscd 1 percent rise m the index, 
according Lu figures released by the 
Central BurcaiTof Statistics. 

Meanwhile, the Knesset Finance 
Committee last week approsed 
Slate Revenues Administration 
director Uriel Lynn's decision to 
update ceiling figures for tax- 
deductible benefits four times a 
year instead of two. 

The amounts will go up by 50-bO 
per cent in April, after being up- 
dated for the first time in six 
months. 

The committee also approved ad- 
ditional tax credit points to 
demobilized soldiers, the widening 
of income tax brackets to include 
more workers in lower categories, a 
lower rale for second and third-shift 
work, and a partial exemption from 
■merest to persons who pay. their 
taxes during thej first months after 
the end of the fiscal year/:" • 


123,000 demand probe on Shafir firing' 


Jerusalem Host Reporter 

TEL AVIV. —.Over 123,000 Israelis 
have signed a| petition demanding 
an inquiry into’ the dismissal of for- 
mer police inspector-general Herzl 
Shafir. 

Shufir was abruptly informed by 
Interior Minister Yosef Burg. Iasi 
December that his appointment 
would not be renewed on January 1, 
claiming that the police chief had 
bben insubordinate and unwilling Lo 
follow directives from the minister. 
Shafir's supporters claimed that 
Burg wanted the inspector-general 
out because of investigations into 
alleged corruption on the part of 
some member's of Burg’s National 
Religious Party. 

The petition, which also demands 
a law making the police responsible 
to the entire government instead of 
to one minister, petition was cir- 


culated by Citizens Tor the Sttflfc 1 , a 
non-partisan group. '■ 

The grdup's leaders met ivjth 
Burg recently. He told theihi lhat a 
new police law is going'(o L be in- 
trod uced in' ihe r K nciici 1 ’at' : the 
government’s initiative, but tfyat a 
commission ofhfljuiry qari'i be for- 
med because tfib pre-clcct jp|i , at- 
mosphere would preclude' Objec- 
tivity. ' ■ 

95% matza subsidy' V ,,.’ 

A 2.5 kilo box bf kosher 5 Tor Pes- 
sah matza will retail for IS 14 while 
the new 1.5 kilo box will 'sell 1 for 
IS8.4. <■ • .• .. -i. #: *■ r 

These prices, effect lye 'until April 
29, are based on a 95 per tent Sub- 
sidy, a Ministry of Industry, trade 
and Tourism spokesman said. The 
large subsidy is pikrt dT the govern- 
ment’s overall policy. 
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I? Israel Discount Dank Limited 

A Subsidiary ofIDB Bankholding Corporation Limited founded 1935 



Consolidated Statement of Condition 

as of December 31 , 1980 


ASSETS 

Cash and Due from Banks $3,733,845,000 

Government and Other Securities 599,940,000 

Deposits With and Loans to the Government 1,609,149,000 

Loans, Bills Discounted and Other Accounts 2.205,528,000 

Bank Premises, Other Property and Equipment 46,559,000 

Customers' Liabilities 339,425.000 

Total Assets $8,534,446,000 


LIABILITIES 

Deposits $5,811,591,000 

Government and Other Deposits for Granting Loans : 1,443.189.000 

Debentures Issued by Subsidiaries 682,981 ,000 

Other Accounts 58,266. 000 

Liabilities on Account of Customers 339,425,000 

Total Liabilities 8.335,452.000 

CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 

Capital Stock, Reserves and Surplus - 101,729.000 

Minority Interest 19,360,000 

Convertible Debentures Issued by Subsidiary Company 549,000 

Capital Notes* 77,356,000 

Total Capital Accounts V ' 198,994.000 

Total Liabilities and Capital Accounts $8.534.446,000 

■inc/udlns untubardlnaied notes oj $30 million 

Head Office: 27/31 Yehuda Halevi Street, Tel Aviv 

250 Branches and offices in Israel and abroad 
Subsidiary Banks*. 

In New Vor/c— Israel Discount Bank of New York 

In South America —Discount Bank (Latin America), Montevideo, Uruguay 
In Israel— Barclays Discount Bank Ltd. / The Mercantile Bank of Israel Ltd., 

The Israel Development and Mortgage Bank Ltd. / Industrial Finance Bank Ltd. 
Overseas Branches: > 

New York / Nassau / Cayman / Luxembourg 
Agency: Miami, Florida 

Representative Offices: London / Toronto / Buenos Aires / Sao Paulo 

This financial statement has been arithmelicallv translated from Israel sheqels Into U.S. dollars at the 
exchange rate prevailing on December 31. 1980, IS 7.548 = U.S. $1.00. for the convenience of the reader. 
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Syria’s 

hostages' 

By LEA LEVAV1 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The Public Counci 
to Save Jews from Arab Lands has 
decided to appeal to women who 
are heads of stuie and to political 
leaders lo help save Syrian Jews. 

Appeals will go to Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher of England, 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundlland of Norway, and Simone 
Veil, president of the Parliament of 
Europe. Appeals also will go to the 
Pope, women’s organizations and 
others. Emphasis will be placed on 
getting Syrian authorities to let 
several hundred unmanned girls 
leave Syria, although the ultimate 
aim is to free the approximate 5,000 
Jews still held hostage. 

At a press conference last week. 
Menahem Yedid, council acting 
chairman, explained that quiet 
diplomacy was tried for several 
•years at the request of American 
Jews of Syrian origin who, under the 
aegis of the U.S. government, were 
negotiating with Syria. Now that 
this approach has not been wholly 
.successful, public pressure will be 
resumed since past experience hat 
shown that the Syrians respond if 
the pressure is strong enough. 

Last week u park in Led was 
renamed in memory *>f four young 
Jewish women brutally murdered in 
Syria in 1974. 

During Nissan (the month of 
Pessah). a number of aciivities will 
he held with the aim of speeding the 
release of Syrian Jewry. Tor one 
thing, a petition calling for their 
release will be circulated. 

The emissaries who 

don’t come back 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The Zionist Executive decided 
last week to set up u seven-member 
committee to study the reasons tor 
emigration among Jewish Agency 
and World Zionist Organization 
emissaries. 

The move, recommended by 
Youth and Helmlutz Department 
chairman Avrahtun Katz, was the 
result of shock among Executive 
members that Gcrshon Tcncnbauro, 
a Youth and Helmlutz. emissary in 
Chicago, intended to slay in ,|IC 
U.S. “for two more years," to com- 
plete his doctorate in statistic i. 

According lo WZO regulat 101 ^' 
emissaries are forbidden to g° 
university while serving abroad, un- 
less they receive special apP rova 
from the department chairman w. 
proving that the studies do not in- 
terfere with their regular wort 
Tenenbaum, according to t* 
Agency spokesman, had receive 
such approval. 

Despite the furore over Tenen- 
baum, a WZO source said that t« 
problem should not be exaggerate®- 
Of the department’s 700 emisaW* 
sent abroad in the last four 
“about 15 “ did not return, he sa«_ 
Emigration among aliya en J, f> 
saries is almost unknown; ine a ’ 
ference may be that Youth M*. 
Hehalutz emissaries & re oU £, 
mobils-siagles, while aliyft depf. 
^enTemissaries are usually i r 

men ‘ . ...e'said, 

Committee member Mf enon j s 
however, that if the phej* ^ ma y 
found to be widespy e ’ mis$si y 
force the closure o| VQ 
system for a year r* * . 
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part told of yeshiva finance mysteries 


,y DAVID LANDAU 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

. he evidence stage in the 
.buhatzeira bribery trial ended in 
near-Purim spirit last week, with 
the three judges in the Jerusalem 
District Court guffawing into their 
gowns as stute's witness Herman 
Fruchler sought to explain book- 
keeping at the Spinka Hassidic 
Yeshiva. 

Fruchler had resort to 
numerology gematriya and acrostics 
to explain how he had traced in the 
yeshivu’s books various entries 
which he said were connected to 
bribe-payments from him to the 
other state's witness, Yisrael Got- 
tlieb. 

He wrote down these number and 
letter formulae on a piece of paper 
and handed it to the judge because, 
he said, they all centred on the 
name of the anonymous und now 
deceased donor who had lent 
Spinka the money to pay the bribes. 

“It’s Kubbala — the ‘small 
gematriya,' where 50 equals 5“ 
Fruchler told the bemused bench as 
t he battery of defence lawyers snig- 
gered their incredulity. 

. Earlier in the month-long trial, 
Fruchter testified that he had given 
Yisrael Gottlieb a total of 1S27.000 


to transfer to Religious Affairs 
Minister Aharon Abuhaizeira in 
return for inflated ministry grants 
and loans to Spinka. 

Gottlieb himself testified that he 
had conveyed such bribes from 
three Bnei Brak religious institu- 
tions: Spinka. Vishnitz and the 
Yemenite Culture Foundation. 

.. The minister’s aide, Moshe 
Gabui, is charged along with 
Abuhaizeira with receiving the 
bribes. Shmucl Daskcl of Vishnitz, 
and Amram Korach of the 
Yemenite Culture Foundation are 
accused of giving the bribes. 
Fruchter received immunity from 
prosecution in return for his 
evidence. 

Counsel for Abuhaizeira, Shiomo 
To ussiu-C often, told the court 
yesterday that he disbelieved 
Fruchler' s entire account. He 
pointed to inconsistencies between 
Fruch tor's story and the figures in 
the documents which Fruchter wus 
required to produce and explain 
yesterday. 

Fruchter conceded that some of 
his entries had been based on 
“mistakes" or “inix-ups”. He in- 
sisted. though, that despite the in- 
consistencies his basic account was 
true: He had received a string of 
loans from the anonymous, now- 


deceased benefactor which he had 
deposited in Spinka's bank account 
und had subsequently withdrawn — 
at various times and in differing 
sums — to pay off Gouiieb. 

Earlier, there was a moment of 
tension when Slate Attorney 
Gabriel Bach, cross-examining the 
minister on the basis of secret police 
tape-recordings, put it to 
Abuhatzciru that he had been privy 
to efforts to suborn Gottlieb. 

Abuhatzciru: "I believe with 
perfect faith that you, Mr. Bach, 
don’t believe that yourself." 

Judge Eliczer Goldberg sharply 
upbraided the minister for 
"gratuitously insulting" the stale al- 
io rney "who is only doing his job 
and asking questions which perhaps 
you don’t like." 

Court President Asher Landau: 
"He didn't insult Bach..." 

Bach: "Yes he did, he said I made 
u proposition which I didn't 
believe." 

Judge Landau: "Anyway, the 
question isn’t whether you believe it 
or he believes it. It’s whether we 
believe it..." 

The trial resumes this week, with 
Bach summing up for the state, fol- 
lowed in turn by counsel of each or 
the four accused men. 
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A sizzling heatwave failed to deter 
over 1.000 runners from turning out 
for Tel Aviv's first Marathon last 
wek. Of the 280 registered for the full 
42 kilometre race, some 150 survived 
the heat and the distance, led home by 


France ’s top marathon runner Jean 
Michel Charbonnel. The Frenchman 
completed the course in 2 hours, 35 
minutes, 47 seconds, followed by 
England’s Alan McGee (2:38:2 If arid 
Israel's Avi Lew (2:40:491. Most of 


those taking part were registered for 
the half-marathon distance — 
although 73-year-old Yosef Belli went 
the full distance to complete his record 
of finishing all 22 marathons that have 
been held in Israel. ( Israe I Su n ). 


‘Crime kingpin’ gets life for double murder 


TEL AVIV (Itim). — Tuvia Oshri, 
45, said to be one of the leaders of 
organized crime in Israel, was con- 
victed last week of murdering Amos 
Orion and Azar Cohen last July and 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

The District Court also convicted 
Yisrael Danoch, Yitzhak Aharoni 
and Mimon Levy of being aepes- 
sories after the fact. Danoch was 
sentenced to one and a half years, 
and Aharoni and Levy to two years 
each. 

Rahamim Aharoni, Oshri’s 
business partner and Yitzhak's 
brother, was also charged with the 
murder, but fled abroad soon after 
the killings. 

"Orion and eohcirwete murdered 

' luly 23, 1980 in the Bar-Bak'ar' 

Oshi? ,am * n Bal Yam owne<1 ^ 
Ljid the Aharoni brothers, 

. _j p n aid in evidence that Orion 
Jtad come to the plant lo .. 

S drmlO.OOO Mtorllon . pay-: 
Sma** by -Orion.- H *ho; 

'ri bad framed him 


for the murder of a guard during a 
robbery in 1971. Orion served nine 
years in prison tor the murder and 
was released last year. 

The court however accepted the 
evidence of estate’s witness, Rami 
Arusi, that Oshri had shot the men 



Tuvia Oshri 


from behind. 

The bodies were then cut up and 
were buried in sand dunes near 
Ashdod. 

Oshri and Rahamim Aharoni 
were known as the heads of the 
Kerent Gang, which the Tel Aviv 
District Court in 1979 called "the 
leader of organized crime in Israel.” 
During the trial, the judges ac- 
cepted evidence that Aharoni, 45, 
did not actively participate in the 
murder, and even called out to 
Oshri after he had shot the (wo, 
"Why did you shoot?" 

Attorney Ellahu Kedar, who has 
represented Oshri and Aharoni 
said after the trial that Aharoni 
(who is still abroad) was prepared to 
return to Israel to face charges "if 
some arrangement can be reached 
with the prosecutor.!’ 

The court has imposed a lien on 
some of Aharoni’s property, worth 
millions of shekels. - - 
Oshri and Aharoni grew up 
together in Tel Aviv. 
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Move to end special privileges for MKs fails 


Hy AKYLH KUBINS'J'EIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 

By a vote of 20-7, the Knesset 
last week defeated a motion for the 
agenda by Geula Cohen (Tehiya) on 
"The need to abolish the Knesset 
Member's special privileges and 
aristocratic status." 

The vote cut across party lines, 
wiTh some Likud and Alignment 
members voting for the motion and 
others voting against it. 

Cohen *5 speech drew a sharp rep- 
ly from Moshc Meron 
(Likud- Liberals), who doubles as 
deputy speaker and chairman of the 
House Committee. He accused 
Cohen of “self-righteousness" and 
asserted that her motion was not 
presented in good faith. 

Cohen proposed that all parties 
include in their platforms a plank 
pledging their support for ending all 
unwarranted privileges or Knesset 
members. 

She said that the only justification 
for special privileges was thnt they 
helped the MK do his work better. 
Why, then, should be rubers — and 
their families — be entitled to free 
medical service and phar- 
maceuticals for life? And why 
should they continue to get 25,000 
free telephone calls a year, lor life, 
even if they served only a single 
term? 




Geula Cohen... opposed to 
“aristocratic status." 


Moshe Meron... "Now you give ad- 
vice." 


Shulamlt Alonl: “You're right, it's 
corruption," 

Cohen also Lhought it improper 
for the Knesset to (lx the salary of 
its own members. She did not claim 
that the salary was too high 
(including car allowance and fringe 
benefits it now comes to IS 14,400 a 
month), but that it was wrong in 
principle. Why not an impartial 1 
public commission? '■ 

And pensions, she said. An MK 
who serves a single term and is at 
least 40 years old when his Knesset 
term ends, qualities for a 20 per cent 
pension for the rest of life; if he is 
over 50, the pension is higher. After 
two terms, the minimum pension is 
40 per cent. 

Cohen also thought that self- 


employed MKs (e.g., lawyers, ac- 
countants, economic consultants) 
should not be permitted to continue 
their private pursuits. This not only 
led them to short-change the Knes- 
set, but there was the possibility of 
conflict of interest, Cohen said. 

Meron noted that Cohen was now 
completing eight years in the Knes- 
set. Why had she waited till the final 
weeks of her second term to present 
such a motion? How could it be 
taken seriously? 

Cohen: “Eighttimes I raised it..." 

Meron: "Now, in the closing ses- 
sion, you come and give advice to 
the parties." 

She would do well to set her own 
house in order first, Meron said. 
Was there not a Knesset member in 


her Tehiya faction (the reference, of 
course, was to Moshe Shamir), a 
writer who wrote an occasional arti- 
cle or book for which he was paid? 

As for lawyers who do not close 
down their offices when they enter 
the Knesset, Meron said that as n 
lawyer he 1 knew the answer: they 
retained their law offices in order to 
have a place to return to after their 
Knesset service ends. 

Meron 'cired Haim Zndok, 
Shmuel Tamir and Prof. Yitzhak 
Klinghoffer as examples of lawyers 
who had contributed richly to the 
Knesset despite their extra- 
curricular activities. 

He said there had never been a 
single case of a member of the 
Finance Committee exploiting his 
membership in his private business. 
As for lawyers, the Bar Association 
had laid down guidelines for lawyer 
MKs, for instance, that they may 
not represent government corpora- 
tions. 

On only one point did Meron 
grant that Cohen was on the right 
track: on the matter of free 
telephone calls. But even here he 
agreed with her only in pari. 

“Personally," he said, "I think 
that 2,000 free calls a month is 
reasonable. But perhaps, alter an 
MK leaves the Knesset, the number 
should be reduced." 


‘Separate the West Bank’ 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A new political policy for the 
West Bank was outlined last week 
by Meron Benvenisli who is running 
for the Knesset on the Civil Rights’ 
Movement list, headed by MK 
Shulamit Aloni, 


Summed up by Benvenisti. a 
former deputy mayor of Jerusalem, 
in the word “disengagement," the 
policy aims at the eventual separa- 
tion of the West Bank from Israel. 
Benvenisli said that (hose who 
propose other policies either con- 
sciously ignore the situation on the 
West Bank or simply do not unders- 
tand it. 

To all intents and purposes, he 
charged, the administered areas 
have been annexed to Israel. At 
best, a bi-national state will be 
created. At worst, we will be 
creating a "Bamustan." Israel must 
immediately take the initiative to 
rule out such an undesirable result. 

Within the five years allotted In 
the Camp David agreements to ar- 
rive at a settlement with the Palesti- 
nian Arabs, Benvenisti said that his 


“disengagement" policy called for 
giving the Palestinian residents of 
the West Bank freedom of expres- 
sion. abolishing the military govern- 
ment and transferring its authority 
to a Minister of the Territories and 
reorganizing civiliait.-1'unciions now 
exercised by the military govern- 
ment by returning them to the 
authority of the local councils. 

Benvenisli also proposed that the 
West Bank be assisted to conduct 
its own economic policy, that some 
of the funds now allotted the Jewish 
settlers on the West Bank be made 
available immediately to the Palesti- 
nian Arabs for economic develop- 
ment, that social conditions there 
be brought up to the level in Israel, 
that the "armed militias" of the 
Jewish settlers be* disbanded, and 
that a permanent Committee be es- 
tablished with Egypt as a member to 
oversee the transition period in the 
spirit of Camp David. 

After the Six pay War in. 1967 
Benvenisti and Mayor Teddy Kol- 
lek were the architects of Jewish* 
Arab coexistence in the reunited 
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The two main contenders for the top Histadrilt Job, Yeroham Meshel, Labour, 
(he Incumbent (left), and the Likud’s David Levy, now Housing Minister. 


Likud seen holding ground 
in next Histadrut election 


capital. 


JL 


Solidarity members here for conference 


Jerusalem Host Reporter 

Two members of Poland's 
Solidarity workers’ movement are 
attending a scientific conference at 
Kibbutz Kiryat Anavim, outside 
Jerusalem. 

The Poles, Elvira Lisowska and 
Jerzy Petrynink, are attending the 
Ninth Annual Aharon Kaizir 
Conference on Carbohydrate- 
Protein Interaction which is being 
held under the auspices of, 
the Israel Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities. 

Lisowska and Petryniak are 
members of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences and work at the Hirszfeld 
Institute in Wroclaw. Both sport 
Solidarity pins in (heir lapels and 
report that virtually all of the 
members of their institute support 
the movement. 

The two scientists said they had 


never heard any suggestion of anti- 
Semitic elements within the 
Solidarity movement before .they 
came to Israel. They said that,' as a 
movement with a strong Catholic 
and patriotic foundation, anti- 
Semitism would be unthinkable to 
Solidarity members. 


They noted thajt their institute is 
named for Prof. Ludwig Hirszfeld, a 
Jewish physician:; who published a 
book about his experiences in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, and who is com- 
memorated in Poland every year. 


The guests said they were very 
moved by the warm welcome they 
have received in Israel. Some 125 
scholars are attending the con- 
ference, with 75 from abroad. The 
two delegates from Poland are the 
only representatives from the 
Eastern bloc. ; 


By MARK SEGAlu 
Post Political Correspondent 
Some 1,480,000 Israelis go to the 
polls on April 7 to choose 1,501 
delegates for the Histadrut labour 
federation’s 14th convention. Politi- 
cians and political pundits alike are 
awaiting the outcome of the poll, 
which is seen as providing some in- 
dication of possible voting trends in 
the Knesset elections on June 30. 


Contrary lb earlier expectations, 
the Likud would hold its ground and 
the Labour-Mapam Alignment 
would only moderately increase its 
strength according to the latest 
Jerusalem Post poll. 

The survey of the parties' 
standing in the Histadrut was con- 
ducted by the Modi’ in Ezrahi Ap- 
plied Research Centre less than one 
month before the April 7 date set 
for the elections. It was part of a 
series of questions put to a 
representative selection of 1,285 
adults, with the specific one on 
Histadrut voting asked only of the 
70 per cent of this number who 
belong to the labour federation. 
(As reported last week, (he poll 
also shows a narrowing gap between 
the Likud and Labour in the 
forthcoming Knesset elections.) 


An analysis of current voting sen- 
timent among those who cast their 


ballots for the Yigncl Yudin’s now 
defunct Democratic Movement for 
Change in the 1977 Histadrut poll, 
showed that 50 per cent would opt 
for the Alignment, seven per cent 
for the Likud, 14 per cent lor 
Shinui, while eight per cent were 
undecided and u si/cuble 21 per 
cent said they wouldn’t vote at all 
lb is time (some 73,500 voted for the 
DMC in the Inst. Histadrut elec- 
tions). 

The Alignment, expected to in- 
crease its strength from 56 per cent, 
draws its support fairly equally from 
all age groups, communities, oc- 
cupations, educational and income 
levels, with their biggest strength 
among middle-income salaried 
groups and the middle-aged (41-65). 
The Likud, expected to win about 
28 per cent of the vote, as in 1977, 
appears to have retained the loyalty 
of its traditional constituency: more 
men than Women, younger voters 
(18-30), Oriental communities, blue- 
collar workers, lower educational 
and income strata and the religious 
minded. 

Apart from the Labour- 
Alignment list headed by current 
Histadrut secretary-general 
Yeroham Meshel and the Likud list 
headed by Housing Minister David 
Levy, there are nine others In the 
running, three of them for the first 
time. • 


Sharon q*^ 
body haiidkg 
Sinai claims 


By ASHER WALLK1SH 
Jerusalem Host Reporter 

Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon resigned last week from the 
cabinet committee handling the 
final details of compensation for the 
Yamit settlers who have to move 
from their Sinai homes by April 
1982 under the peace agreement 
with Egypt. 

ShHron announced his resignation 
to (he media, charging " incessant 
procrastination” on the part of 
various elements" which made it 
impossible to complete the evacua- 
tion within the next 12 months. 

He said he wanted to make sure 
the peace with Egypt was 
implemented, but also wanted to 
ensure the settlers' welfare. “The 
settlers are paying the heavy price 
of peace in human terms," he said 
in a statement to the press. 

Sharon charged that he was not 
gelling the backing which he 
needed to handle the compensation 
issue successfully. 

The problem facing the 
ministerial committee is the taxa- 
tion to be levied on compensation 
money. Sharon told The Post that 
the compensation for loss of income 
due to i nubility to cultivate this year 
should be laxed at the same level of 
income lax paid by the settlers in 
past years. His colleagues suggested 
u higher rate. 

Sharon said the two other 
ministers also wanted to levy a 
capital gains tax on the settlers at a 
high rale. He rejected their de- 
mand. # 

He suid that even if the seitltis 
paid lax at the rale he himself sug- 
gested. their net capital after tax 
would not leave them enough to buy 
farms anything like the ones they 
were now working in the Sinai ap- 
proaches. 

Joshua lirilliitnt adds; 

The north Sinai settlers, 
meanwhile, have threatened to «■ 
ealalc their protests against IK 
government's handling of their 
claims. "I have no doubt there vm 
he extreme and painful measurw, 
suit! Yitzhak Rcgcv of Neor Sinai. 

Regcv declined to specify 
he had in mind, but said it wiliw 
“most painful." On Monday Apn 
16 — for the second lime in wl ” 
day — the settlers blocked the roaa 
to El-Arlsh for several hour*, 
seriously disrupting traffic betwet 
Israel and Egypt. 


Saudi gift for FLO 


DOHA, Qatar (UPI). - - 
Arabia last week donated S28 J 
lion to the Palestine Libert* 
Organization (PLO), the Q* 
news agency reported. • . 

In a dispatch from Riyadh, 1 
Saudi capital, the agency said j R»g 
Natshah, a representative ot 
Fatah terrorist group, received i 
amount by cheque. . 


Spain rejects Israel ties 4 ; 

Spain-beliCves that the establj^ 
ment of diplomatic relation*^ 
Israel would be counterproj^ the 
to the achievement of pe0p ore | gn 
Middle East, the count r^ L]orca 
Minister Jose Pedro , in an in . 
is quoted as say^ today . 
terview scheduled * 
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jvssure for release of war report 


By SARAH HONIG 
Hast Political Reporter 
c,L AVIV. — Justice Minister 
Moshe Nissim is to consult with the 
prime minister and other cabinet 
members on possibly publishing the 
Agranal Commission report on the 
Yom Kippur War before the June 
30 elections. 

Nissim reported his intention to 
begin acting on the question to MK 
Assaf Yaguri, who for the past year 
has been pressing for the report's 
publication. Yaguri was the highest- 
ranking Israeli to be taken prisoner 
in the war. 

Yaguri, formerly of the 
Democratic Movement, says that 
the report mentions Alignment 
figures Shimon Peres, Abba Eban. 
Haim Bar-Lev, and Yisrael Galili. 
He argues that “the public must 
know whom they are going to be 
electing if they vote for the 
Alignment." 

The report could also re-ignite 


the controversy surrounding Dayan, 
who was defence minister in 1973. 
Members of Labour's Young Guard 
have already been demonstrating in 
front of Dayan's home, accusing 
him of responsibility Tot the early 
failures in the war. 

Dayan told Yedlot Aharonoi 
last week that he would be happy if 
the report were published. "It 
would become evident," he said, 
"that hair of what was said and writ- 
ten on the war was sheer nonsense. 
It would become apparent that for 
the whole week prior to the out- 
break of the war I did nothing else 
but prepare for attack and see to it 
that fortifications and the forces 
themselves were strengthened. 1 
went from outpost to outpost." 

“Golda was in Vienna," Dayan 
continued, “and I asked Yisrael 
Galili to convene an emergency 
cabinet session. If the report 
becomes public, people will learn 
how ministers Yigal Alton and Galili 


addressed themselves to the situa- 
tion and what they said about 
mobilizing reserves or not 
mobilizing them. 

“After the report is made public, 
no one would be able to claim that 1 
did not see war coming. There are 
things I didn’t tell reporters at the 
time about our preparations," 
Dayan said. 

Deputy Prime Minister Yigael 
Yadin, who was a member of the 
Agranat Commission, opposes 
publication of the report at this 
time. He had favoured it in the past, 
but says that the election campaign 
period is not the time to dig up mat- 
ters that could divert attention from 
more urgent issues. He feels the 
report should see light after June 30. 

It is believed that a considerable 
majority in the cabinet favours 
releasing the report. However, (he 
decision hinges on the prime 
minister, who has not yet indicated 
his feelings in the matter. 



Ben-Elissar 
leaves Cairo 

By DUIRIKKE SCHANCHE 
Jerusalem Fort Correspondent 
CAI RO. — In shL, j> contrast to the 
chilly reception he received a little 
over a year ago, Israel’s Ambas- 
sador Eliahu Ben-Elissar left his 
post last week in an atmosphere of 
unusual warmth. 

Ben-Elissar and his wife Nitza left 
overland for Israel, where he will 
prepare his candidacy for the June 
30 Knesset elections. 

"Don’t hesitate to cair me direc- 
tly whenever you feel you need to 
talk to me," Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat told Ben-Elissar after a 
farewell call at his presidential guest 
house in Ismailia shortly before 
leaving. 

Egypt’s Deputy Prime Minister 
- far Fore ign Aifairs, Kama! Hassan 
~Al i, & press conference with 
Egypt’s foreign press corps that 
Ambassador Ben-Elissar was the 
first Israeli Ambassador in Egypt, 
"and as we know, the start of all rela- 
tions is the most difficult part." 

More than 500 guests crowded in 
the garden of the Israeli Embassy 
residence in suburban MaadiTor the 
ambassador’s farewell — in contrast 
to the social freeze a year ago, when 
few Egyptians would even accept 
invitations to dine with the Ben- 
Elisaars. 

The ambassador and his wife 
lived for about eight months in the 
Sheraton Hotel because many 
apartment and house owners 
refused to rent to them. 

The social freeze began to thaw 
Hen the residence, a large Maadi 
r#m wilh extensive garden, was 

oV n ,he faIL 

tinrtlv^ those Who was initially dis- 
Mlniste^y fo the Ben-EUssars, 
Butros oR tate f° r Foreign Affairs 
intimate dit^cdntly attended an 
Eiisaar resid party at the Ben- 
Moshe Dayan.^ in honour of 


‘No Sinai force, no pullback’ 


. By ASHER WALLHSH 
Host Knesset Reporter 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said last week that Washington and 
Sinai supervision force provided for 
in the peace ugreement with Egypt 
must be operational in character. 

Shamir told the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Committee 
that the cabinet should also discuss 
what course to adopt, in the event 
of the operational force not being 
set up. 

The committee was discussing a 
mutiun fur the agenda by MK 
Moshe Dayan, which seeks to make 
the final Israeli withdrawal from the 
Sinai (by April 1982) conditional on 
the creation of the operational 
•force. 

Dayan said that it was out of the 
question to accept merely an 
observer unit for the Sinai. 


Moreover, the operational force 
must not be moved unless both 
Egypt and Israel agreed. Dayan said 
the force should comprise between 
3,000 4,000 armour-supported 

combat troops. The technical and 
logistic elements should be in addi- 
tion to this number, he suid. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Kamal Hassan Alisaid last 
week lie had discussed (he multi- 
national force with the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Cuiro. Alfred Atherton. He 
further indicated that the issue 
might be high un the agenda during 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig’s 
trip to the Middle East early nexi 
month. 

Ali said Egypt has informally 
sounded out Australia and New 
Zealand about their participation in 
the force, and would also be 
sounding out the Scandinavians. 


Work on settlement halted 


The High Court of Justice last 
week granted a temporary injunc- 
tion forbidding demolition and ex- 
cavation work on 750 acres claimed 
by villagers near Anabta, in the 
West Bank. The area was meant for 
the Jewish settlement of Sbavei 
Shomron B. 

Representing the villagers, 
Jerusalem attorney Felicia Langer 
claimed that the land meant for 



i Attorney Felicia Langer 


Shavei Shomron has belonged to 
the Arabs “for generations, and 
provides them and their families 
with a livelihood." 

Langer said that no expropriation 
order had been issued. But 
nevertheless • earth-moving equip- 
ment had begun levelling the land 
for settlement purposes, and the 
owners were given no opportunity 
to appeal, 

The applicants are asking the 
court for an order nisi, vyhich would 
force the military to explain its 
refusal to leave the area and remove 
its bulldozers. Last week’s tem- 
porary order freezes the situation, 
forbidding the army to do any more 
work or remove anything from the 
land until the case is heard, by three 
justices. No date has yet been set. 

Nine applications are still 
pending in the High Court against 
various land seizures from Arabs 
throughout the West Bank, 


IDF weapons used in Ramot terrorist attack 


An Israel Defence Force 
fragmentation grenade and army is- 
sue 9mm. bullets were used by the 
terrorist* who attacked an Egged bus 
in the Ramot section of Jerusalem 
earlier this month. 

Senior police and military source* 
expressed great concern yesterday 
at the fact that IDF weapon* and 


explosives fall into the hands of ele- 
ments hostile to the state. The mat- 
ter requires thorough attention, the 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, 15 suspects are now 
being held in connection with the 
attack, In which a terrorist squad 
ambushed the bus, hurling hand- 
grenades and raking the vehicle 
with sub-maohinegun fire. (Itim) 
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OPINION 

HAVING IMBIBED democracy 
with their mother's milk and being 
surrounded all their lives by so 
many phenomena related to the 
democratic election process, it is 
noteworthy that U.S. Jews have so 
far not produced a popularly 
elected communal leadership. 

Jl would be argued that, not being 
a political entity, it has no need for a 
national leadership. The fact is, 
however, that for good and obvious 
reasons problems have developed 
which require a representative body 
to act at times for the community as 
a whole. Indeed, there is a body 
which performed this function: the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American' Jewish Organizations. 

The presenL chairman of this 
body, who thus wears the mantle of 
spokesman of the Jewish com- 
munity, is Mr. Howard Squadron. 
How many Jews in the US. know 
how he looks? How many 
Jews in the U.S. were involved in his 
election, oven indirectly? How 
many people know what he thinks 
on any particular Jewish issue? 
Which ordinary citizen ever had a 
chance to ask him? 

Mr. Squadron may be a most ex- 
cellent person, imbued with in- 
telligence, courage, all the virtues of 
leadership and love of the Jewish 
people. 

In the past there have certainly 
been such leaders in the com- 
munity; there have been others who 
lacked these virtues. From the view- 
point of what has become their most 
active and most important function 

— the sophisticated projection of 
concern for an embattled Jewish 
State and the protection of the com- 
mon interest of Israel and the U.S. 

— their record has been patchy. 

U could hardly be otherwise. The 
chairman is elected by the presi- 
dents of the 36 organizations 
represented in the "conference." 
Except for perhaps half-a-dozen of 
them, they were elected by their 
organizations not because of their 
special knowledge of national 
Jewish questions or of the problems 


The voice of U.S. Jewry 


Sfrmuel Katz considers President Reagan’s attitude to the Jewish leadership, 
and discusses particularly the issue of arms supplies to Saudi Arabia. He 
says that the Saudi deal poses grave issues for Israel's future, and U.S. Jewry 
should be mobilized to protest vigorously against it. 


of Israel or because of their views 
on A merican-Israeli relations. 

Yet this body could, at any given 
moment, speak for the Jewish com- 
munity and influence U.S. policy on 
crucial issues affecting, for exam- 
ple, Israel's basic security; on, for 
example, the question of whether 
the U.S. should place highly 
dangerous weapons In the hands of 
a nation like Saudi Arabia, whose 
only evident use for them is for at- 
tacking Israel with a view to her 
destruction. 

From (he point of ? view of sheer 
democracy, this i$ i\o(,at all satisfac- 
tory. Many dedicated Jews in .the 
U.S„ especially of) the younger 
generation, are unhqppy about it. 
Yet, as long as there are not enough 
of them who will go'out and cam- 
paign for reform (no. easy matter), 
one must be content with the 
measure of representation afforded 
by the Presidents' Conference. 

IT IS CERTAINLY understandable 
in the circumstances that the U.S. 
president should turn to the Presi- 
dents* Conference when he wishes 
formally to consult with the Jewish 
community, or to be given an idea 
of the views prevailing in the com- 
munity. 

What is completely unacceptable 
is that the president — or his ad- 
visers or anybody elsf — should 
decide who represents the Jewish 
community. It is most disturbing 
that a group of Jewish citizens, in ef- 
fect handpicked for their pergonal 
support for him, should have their 
views quoted by the administration 
as representing the attitude of the 



Jewish community, or even of a 
significant part of it. 

This was evidently the purpose of 
the recent meeting between 
President Ronald Reagan and a 
group of Jews active in the 
Republican Party. The report of the 
meeting by Wolf Blitzer in The 
Jerusalem Posi (last week) reflects 
little credit on the president or his 
advisers, and even less on the 
Jewish participants. 

They did, indeed, prepare a state- 
ment expressing opposition to the 
administration's intention to supply 
Saudi Arabia with advanced equip- 
ment of lethal import to Israel; but 
at the end of the meeting it was 
made to appear that they were not, 
after all; seriously disturbed. ' 

Their statement was drafted after 
long discussion over the opposition 
of Mr. Max Fisher, an established 
conduit between the Jewish Com- 
munity and Republican administra- 
tions. Yet it was him they asked to 
read out to the president the 


carefully arid cautiously, weighed 
document. Whereupon, as he read 
it, he made "corrections" in the text 
to water it down so that the presi- 
dent was told just about what he 
wanted to hear. 

THE GROUP could be in no doubt 
about the significance of their 
behaviour. They had been warned 
in advance by Senator Rudy 
Boschwilz, himself a Republican 
and, moreover, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations sub- 
committee on the Middle East, that 
if they did qot protest to the presi- 
dent against the sale "the ad- 
ministration would exploit the 
Jewish silence during its congres- 
sional lobbying efforts." 

After his performance in the 
White House, Mr. Fisher went on to 
mislead newsmen. He “refused." 
reports Blitzer, “to say that the 
delegation had opposed the F-15 
sale." Nor was this all. A leading 
member of the delegation, Mr. 
Gordon Zacks, evidently distressed 
by the Saudi deal but obviously 
more distressed at the prospect of 
becoming unpopular with the While 
House, joined Fisher to tell the 
newsmen that now "we were reas- 
sured and are comfortable that the 
strategic balance will be maintained 
and that Israel. ..will emerge 
strongernhal she is going in." •• 

In short, the administration, in- 
tent on pushing the deal through 
Congress, is now probably 
nourishing Mr. Fisher’s text and 
Mr. Zacks' "comfortable" submis- 
siveness as evidence of "Jewish sup- 
port” of the sale. 


THIS SHAMEFUL ej ! - m 
poses a special responsibilii. im- 
Presidents’ Conference — the 
was ignored by Mr. Reagan, ‘ih 

Mr. Squadron is reported to hs 
sent n letter to the While Housi 
protesting the sale. But the gravity 
of its implications and of Mr. 
Reagan’s treatment of them de- 
mands much more effective action, 
Jewish lenders in America must 
note the haste with which this new 
administration rushed to accede to 
the Saudis’ outrageous wishes, go- 
ing beyond even the policy of the 
Carter regime. 

They must note that, in spite of a 
much heightened perception of the 
realities of the Soviet threat, the ad- 
ministration remains myopic on the 
realities of Middle Eastern defence 
(with the pretence that Saudi 
Arabia can or will deter the 
Soviets). They must take note of the 
attempt to neutralize (he Jewish 
community. Unexpectedly, they are 
faced by a severe challenge. 

But they have on their side in this 
case a powerful counlerforce. 
There can be little doubt that their 
constituency, the Jewish com- 
munity, is overwhelmingly opposed 
to the Saudi deal, and it is obvious 
that that opposition is shared by a 
very large segment, perhaps a ma- 
jority, in the Senate and the popula- 
tion at large — for good over all 
American reasons. 

The Presidents’ Conference 
should, therefore, at once involve 
the Jewish community In a cam- 
paign against the Saudi deal. Letter! 
to the president are not enough. 
The claim of Mr. Squadron and hit 
colleagues to speak for the Jewish 
community can be made good in 
this cusc only by the voice of the 
community itself being heard loud 
und clear, from all corners of the 
country. 

At slake, in the final analysis, are 
very grave issues — for Israel s 
future, lor the Jews of America ana 
indeed, for the credibility of thc 
American posture in the global con- 
frontation. 


THE PUBLIC has been enjoying a 
"Purim fancy drew party" with 
Finance Minister Yoram Arldor got 
up as a Jewish Santa Claus. Ezer 
Welzmau as Yashti A and Yitzhak 
Rabin as Vashti B, Moshe Dayan as 
the Scarlet Pimpernel (they seek 
him here, they seek him there, they 
seek him everywhere), Yeroham 
Meshel masquerading as a trade un- 
ion leader, Menahera Begin as prime 
minister, Ylgael Yadln as Yigael 
Yadln, Arlk Sharon aa the bull in the. 
china shop, Rahil El tan as Colone) 
Blimp. Let's not forget Dr. Yosef 
Burg as Talleyrand, and Zevulun 
Hammer as the Cheshire Cat- And 
now that Ylgael Hurvlfz and Israel 
Katz have smoothed over their op- 
posing views and are ready to run in 
tandem on the Dayan list, they can 
come to the parly as Tweedledum 
and Tweedledee. 

DAYAN is still courting Weizmann, 
his ex-brother-in-law. 

The former defence minister 
hasn’t lost his head to his ardent 
suitor. Nor has he lost his sense of 
humour. At. a recent diplomatic 
cocktail, someone “blamed” him 
for the Likud's 1977 victory, and 
Ezer blithely declared: "Quite right, 
for (hat I’ll get four, years in the 
wilderness." 

1 also hear that some top Herut- 
nikd, like Ya’acov Merldor, have 
been chatting with Ezer. 

On the other hand, Yitzhak Rabin 
is smiling broadly as Peres’ nerves 
shred. The ex-prime minister issues 
one conflicting signal after the 
other. Asked whether he would join 
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A political fancy- 


Dayan at a Ramat Gan public im- 
terview, he first reiterated that he 
was a Labour maq and then said 
enigmatically: “Whb knows what’ll 
be in' June?" 

. ' I 1 

1 HEAR that Huryitz has been ad- 
visitig Cousin Moshe to mobilize 
another- 52 million for their canty 
paign. In his search for new 
backers, Dayan has come up wjfli 
the unusual choice of Arnon 
Mllchen, who made his new millions 
from arms sales and chcmjcaJs, and 
has reportedty asked for slot No.3 in 
exchange for the cash. Milcben’s in- 
terests also include Hollywood film- 
making (he was host to; Jane Fonda 
and hubby Tom Hayden on their 
visit here last year). Milchen 
was introduced to 'Dayan by film- 
maker son Assl Dayan. Assi’s latest 
production, Am Israel Hal. is a 
satirical film on an Israeli politician, 
which has been i, re-titled Dayan 
versus Dayan by . its French dis- 
tributors. 

Few people can recall Dayan 
senior losing his cool in public as he 
did at a recent Beit Hapraklit 
luncheon after Tel Aviv Bar As- 
sociation chairman Yonatan Zafran 
introduced him with a remark about 
"so many questions still remain un- 
answered from the Yom Kippur 
War." Dayan reportedly went white 
with rage, snarling “everybody 
should accept the Agranat Commis- 
sion report,” and adding: “Those 


Public Faces 
Mark Segal 


who don’t, are either journalists 
who know-it-all, or politicians with 
an axe to grind.” 

Incidentally, Dayan will once 
again be out of the country for 
Memorial Day and Independence 
Day, a habit he has adopted since 
1974. This time he will be with the 
Antwerp Jewish community. 

NATIONAL Religious Party In- 
terior Minister Yosef Burg has 
publicly rapped Knesset faction 
chairman Yehuda Ben-Melr for 
having determined that the party 
will support the Likud, not Labour, 



Nahum Gofdmann 


dress 

when the next coalition is formed. 
Burg would prefer to keep all op- 
tions open. 

KNESSET SPEAKER Yitzhak 
Berman’s proposal to dispatch a 
Knesset commission of inquiry to 
Northern Ireland to offer a solution 
to the Irish problem, in the wake of 
uninvited visits by British MPs to 
the West Bank and the general pro- 
Arab position in Whitehall, has 
evoked a stony silence from the 
British Embassy in Tel Aviv. 

Indeed, the parlous state of 
Anglo-Israel relations under the 
Thatcher government has been 
reflected in the near isolation of the 
embassy staff, with Ambassador 
John Robinson keeping strictly aloof 
from out-of-offlee contact with 
Israelis. Quite a contrast to his 
gregarious predecessor, Sir John 
Mason, who was a popular guest at 
dinner parties and a frequent 
speaker h clubs, societies and 
schools. l! - 

.l*» 

THE FAME of Prqf. Itamnr 
Rablnowttt, head of the Tel Aviv 
University Shiloah Institute, has 
spread far and .wide. This month, he 
was guest lecturer at the 198 1 
luncheon in Brussels of the Euro- 
pean Petrochemical Association, 
where heads of multi-nationals 
heard him talk of the Iraq-Iran war 
and Middle East developments. He 


then flew to London to deliver three 
lectures ut the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs at Chatham 
House, the International Institute or 
Strategic Studies and the Institute 
of Jewish Affairs. 


ONE OF THE architect* of 
Israel's foreign service, Gideon RsM 
is having his memoirs published nwj 
month — in London by Weidenfw* 
and Nicolson, and New York, by 
Stein and Day. Called Destlnaito* 
Peace, the book will deal with three 
decades of Israeli foreign policy' 
making and execution. 


OURNALIST Shabtal Tcvet nojj 
escarching the official biographj w 
)avid Ben-Gurlon, has come up ww 
nteresling material on Dr. Nshts* 
Joidmann in official archives 10 
.ondon and Washington. 

In April- May 1948, according W 
newly-released documents, 
nann called on British Fowt 

Secretary Ernest Bevln and on 

J.S. State Department to urge tne® 
o pressure Moshe Share# and 
rilllel Silver to prevent Ben-Guno 
Tom proclaiming the Jewish 
an May 15. / 

jig 

ISTVC indicative of the pr? v | ra . 
riimate between the Likud ( j) at 
ment and organized U.S. 
Labour’s "shadoWjujj baV6 
minister,’’ Abba Ehan-oy Howard 
been specially inwfc Presidents 
Squadron, head <?5ers,of the 26, 
Club, to addres'organfeaiions?^ 
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T/iTorists, and proud of it 


• By WOLF BLITZER 

/ost Washington Correspondent 
■WHEN YOU GET to the bottom 
line,” Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig bluntly told a congressional 
committee on March 18, “it is the 
Soviet Union which bears a major 
responsibility today for the 
proliferation and hemorrhaging, if 
you will, of international terrorism 
as we have come to know it." 

That accusation, which repre- 
sents a consensus view among new 
Reagan administration appointees. 

Carter administration officials 
were considerably more cautious in 
blaming Moscow Tor the spread of 
terrorism: "I have a feeling there is 
a lot of loose talk going around with 
very little support," former UN am- 
bassador Donald McHenry told The 
Washington Post recently. “It 
has the pungent smell of politics." 

But McHenry’s views are clearly 
on the way out in the U.S. They 
probably will have even less appeal 
after the telecast on April 2 of ABC 
News’ long-awaited, one-hour 
documentary on .Palestinian ter- 
rorism. 

Correspondent Geraldo Rivera 
and producer Barbara Newman 
have been investigating the subject 
for eight months for ABC’s popular 
news magazine programme20/2O. 

In recent weeks, they visited 
Israel, where the government gave 
them extensive access to sensitive 
security areas never before filmed 
by foreign television, and Lebanon, 
where Sheikh Bashir Gemayel, 
commanding general of the Chris- 
tian forces in the north, for the first 
time permitted PLO and Syrian 
Army prisoners to submit to outside 
questioning. 

THEIR REPORT, currently in the 
final stages of editing, has been 
made available to this reporter, who 
served as an outside consultant on 
the programme. It goes to great 
lengths to understand the motiva- 
tions of Palestinian terrorists. The 
PLO’s UN representative, Zedhi 
Terzi, acknowledges the Soviet con- 
nection, but defends it by noting 
that PLO "freedom fighters" do not 
have the political luxury of choosing 
their supporters. 

Terzi defends certain terrorist in-, 
cidents — while regretting injury to- 
innocent women and children by 
noting that the means are not as Im- 
portant as the ends: In this case, the 
.liberation of the Palestinian 
homeTanttr~- 

But during filmed interviews with 
Rivera, several captured Palestinian 
terrorists in Israeli juts did not 
speak, with Terzi’s diplomatic 
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polish. They candidly spoke of their 
training in the Soviet Union and 
their desire to destroy Israel, even if 
that meant killing every Jew in the 
country. 

Thus, Adnan Jaber, the 32-year- 
old Palestinian convicted of killing 
six Jewish worshippers and 
wounding l bothers as they returned 
home from Sabbath services m 
Hebron fast May, described his 
training six years earlier in the 
Soviet Union. Another terrorist 
held in Ashkelon Prison told why he 
a had planted a bomb in a 
refrigerator in Jerusalem's crowded 
Zion Square, killing 15 passersby 
and injuring 87. The following is the 
question and answer exchange: 

Q: So you killed Israelis? 

A: Oh yes, because they took my 
land. 

Q: Women, children? 

A: Women, children, I don’t care. 

Q: But the Israeli women and 
children, they were your enemy? 

A: Everyone who lives in my 
home is my enemy. 

Q: And you will kill them? 

A: Oh yes. 

Q: Even the children? • 

A: Even. ..anybody. Those 
children, after lO or 15 years, is be- 
ing a man, and he is a soldier, and 
the Israelis make him a soldier. 
Right or not? 

Q: So you are proud of the fact 


that you killed all those people? 

A: Oh sure, oh sure. 

Q: And your conscious is clear? 

A: Oh yes, this is my own 
business. ! 

IN NORTHERN LEBANON, 
Rivera interviewed a Syrian soldier, 
captured by Gemayel ’s Christian 
forces. The Syrian confessed to be- 
ing part of a special torture squad 
and of having personally tortured 20 
people. One of his victims was a 
well-known journalist, Salim AI- 
Lozi, the Lebanese Moslem editor 
of Events, a London-based 
magazine. 

Al-Lozi had been kidnapped a 
year ago by Syrian forces in 
Lebanon. He was then tortured to 
death, according to the Syrian 
soldier, because he had been writing 
articles critical of the Syrian oc- 
cupation of Lebanon, 

Rivera, Newman and cameraman 
Anton Wilson (using a special night- 
scope lens because camera lights 
would obviously attract gunfire) 
spent time in the Christian and 
Palestinian-controlled sections of 
Beirut. Their footage in both sides 
of the city, often called the most 
deadly city in the world, is vivid and 
explosive. 

IN ADDITION to permitting the 
ABC crew extensive access to ter- 
rorists inside Israeli jails, Israeli 
authorities also allowed them to 
film security checkpoints at the 
Jordan River’s Allenby Bridge and 
elsewhere. Thus, there is a 
fascinating demonstration by 
Rivera of how Israeli soldiers in- 
spect an A rub truck for explosives 
or weapons. 

The Israeli Government also 
approved ABC's request to 
film various military and police 
training exercises designed to 
counter terrorism. The point, ac- 
cording to the programme, is that 
the Israeli experience can, and 
does, provide valuable lessons for 
other countries in learning to cope 
with terror. 

Israel’s experience has been ex- 
tensive. Over the past 15 years, ac- 
cording to the Rand Corporation, & 
U.S. think tank, Israel has suffered 
over 3,300 recorded acts of ter- 
rorism, during which 300 Israeli 
civilians have been killed, including 
35 small children and more than 
1,600 others have been injured. 

Israeli officials have 
always sensed that they were in the 
front line against Soviet-sponsored 
terrorism, that it may have started 
in Israel, but it has since spread 
around the world — now even io - 
the U.S. 


Fisher’s doubts on Reagan meeting 


By WOLF BUTZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - Max Fisher, 
chairman of the Board of Gover- 
nors of the Jewish Agency, no 
longer believes that toe recent 
meeting at the White House 
between President Ronald Reagan 
and 32 Republican Jewish leaders 
■as very productive. 

*.sher is apparently having 
. ' doubts about the meeting 

, ' ‘ftf the dissension among the 

. .u selves which surfaced 

[T dl , n * ,hc 

grade Saudi> . *° »P- 

8 In an lnteft>l» « F-15 fighters, 
1 t last week with 


The Jerusalem Post, Fisher bluntly 
said, “I don’t think the meeting was 
useful.” 

Immediately after the session with 
Reagan, Fisher told a White 
House hews conference that the 
president had reassured the 
Republican Jewish activists about 
his continuing support for Israel, 
despite the U.S. decision to upgrade 
the Saudf fighters. . 

Fisher said that the Jewish com- 
munity, in the face of confusing 
statements coming from Israel 
regarding the F-15 deal, now had to 
coordinate its strategy more effec- 
tively. He pointed. out that he had 
heard different assessments on the 
deal from the Israel Embassy in 


Washington and the American 
Israel Public AfTalrs Committee, the 
official pro-Israel lobbying 
organization in Congress. 

"Israel has to make up its own 
mind what its position really is on 
this sale," Fisher said. 

He was clearly upset by the sharp, 
personal attacks levelled against 
him in recent days by some 
Republican Jews because or his 
strong preference to avoid any clash 
with the White House on the con- 
troversial sale — especially In the 
face of what he and many other 
Jewish leaders here say is Israel’s ; 
own readiness to live with a deal 
thereby Israel would receive an ad- 
ditional 5600m, military loan. 
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1407 Montana Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 


YOU 00 NT ’HAVE TO BE 
A MILLIONAIRE TO % 

TRAVEL THE HOLY (*f| 
LAND LIKE A LORD A* A 

For .leas ttaaii the price of any bus- 
tour; you and yftur party can travel 
luxuriously all over the Promised 
Land with your own private guide. 
Gall or write ub: 

ESHCOLOT TOURS LTt). 

38 Keren Heyesod st. 

Jerusalem 8214q, Israel 

Tel. 02-63BB6B, 02- 86 SB SB 

relax, 2B144 BX JM-IL EXT: 7168 . 


OFFICE 8PaLe TO LET IN 
LOS ANGELES 

3.200 sq.ft, t approx.} available on tour 
veer lease. Situated in prestigious 
building In heart of downtown Loa 
Angeles. Ideal for professional people, 
including lawyers and accountants. For 
information contact Arleh Qreanfaflirm 
or Moshe Rosenweeser (212)641- 
8070. 


Jerusalem Rental or 8*1? 

Kaf Tet BeNovamber Street] rental 
period Aug. IB, 1881 — June 15. 
1882. Fully furnished. 2 bedrooms, 
Hying room, dining area, breakfast nook, 
terrace, telephone, central h sating. • 

For Intormettoni-oari: 201-488-2463 or 
201-282-1290, 
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Praise the Lord and pass the ammimitiol 

The Post's ABRAHAM RABINOVICH reports on a 'world at peace with itself, but not with the world outside.' 


REB ARELE'S Hassidim have a 
reputation for both piety and 
militancy. 

They pray louder and longer and 
they are reputed to fight harder 
than any other group in Jerusalem's 
Mea She 'a rim quarter. 

"They're more violent and ex- 
treme than Neturei Karta," says a 
haredi (ultra-Orthodox) leader who 
has personally felt threatened by 
them. 

"They are a genuine religious 
community and quietist," says a 
professor of philosophy. The dic- 
tionary definition of quietism is pas- 
sive and devotional. 

A municipal official says Reb 
Arele's men have been involved in 
numerous recent skirmishes in 
Jerusulem including the smashing of 
curs on Shabbal, the burning of gar- 
bage bins and a raid on an apart- 
ment containing student revellers. 

Prof. Gershom Scholem has cited 
the Reb Arele sect as one of the 
outstanding manifestations of con- 
temporary Jewish mysticism and a 
unique phenomenon in the history 
or modern Hassidism. 

To police, the roof of the sect's 
stronghold, ToldoL Aharon Yeshiva, 
seems as well stocked with bottles 
and other missiles, including flares, 
as the study halls below are stocked 
with holy books. 

THE POLICE raid two weeks ago on 
the Reb Arele sanctuary focused at- 
tention on this reclusive group 
whose distinctive history is little 
known to the public despite its re- 
cent notoriety. (The raid came after 
the stoning of cars on the Sabbath. 
The police claim that they were 
pelted with rocks and bottles when 
they went to the yeshiva to question 
people in connection with the 
stonings.) 

The sect was founded by an ex- 
ceptional personality, Rabbi 
Aharon (Arele) Roth, who came to 
Jerusalem some SO years ago from 
the city of Satmar in Rumania 
(formerly part of Hungary). With no 
rabbinic lineage of his own — his 
father was a merchant — he created 
a new Hassidic community — an 
event which Prof. Scholem, the 
foremost authority on Jewish 
mysticism, has called unique in 
modem times. '*Here in Jerusalem 
30 years ago,” wrote Scholem in 
1970, "we were witness to the birth 
of a living Hassidic community as a 
valid historical response. It was no 
mere continuation of a line of 
devout rebbes, sons and grandsons 
of izaddikim (saintly leaders)... but 
the rise of a tzaddlk in his own right, 
devoid of lineage," 

Venerable Jerusalem haredlm still 
recall Reb Arele with awe. "He was 
a magnetic personality and a very 
great kobbalist." says one man who 
is now an opponent of the Hassidic 
group because of its politics. “He 
would go to the countryside with 
people who wanted to talk to him — 
out past where the Holyland Hotel 
is, or the other side of the Mount of 
Olives — and he would sit on a rock 
and talk." 

Even as a youngster in yeshiva, 
his charismatic personality had 
drawn fellow students to a study cir- 
cle he founded. It was his teacher, 
the Blozower Rebbe, who en- 
couraged him to establish a Has- 
sidic community even though he 
was not a descendant of izadlkkim. 

After spending several years in 
Jerusalem in the late 1920s, he 
returned to Satmar, where a new 
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Young student at Reb^A tele's yeshiva is taken into custody by border policemen 
after a violent clash wlih police two weeks ago. (Zoom 77 — Eli Honhlcoviiz) 


personality had meanwhile arrived 
to dominate the religious scene — 
Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar 
Rebbe, who was appointed rabbi 
of the city. 

Reb Arele set up his own syn- 
agogue with a teW followers, but 
the pressure of Satmar Hassidim 
caused him to move with his fol- 
lowers to the town of Bergass, near 
the Czech border. With the Nazi in- 
vasion of Poland in 1939 he 
returned to Jerusalem. In the 
Shomrei Emunim Synagogue which 
he established on Mea She’arim 
Street, he began to attract a small 
group of followers. Most of them 
were working-men and not scholars. 

“This Hassidic way was an in- 
novation in Jerusalem," says an Eda 
Haredit official. “The haredi com- 
munity was not Hassidic. They were 
Mlmagdim (opponents of Has- 
sidism) who followed the teachings 
of the Vilna Gaon and believed that 
they should devote themselves ex- 
clusively to study. Thoy lived on 
contributions from abroad. The 
Hassidim felt that you could live a 
normal life and work as long as you 
had a rebbe." 

REB ARELE proved even more ex- 
treme in his Hassidic practices than 
the Satmar, who is generally 
regarded today as the symbol of 
haredi extremism. The intensity and 
the length of the prayers in his syn- 
agogue were unusual. Old-timers 
still recall the shouted words and 
the lugubrious intonation of the reb- 
be’s prayers. (In this he saw himself 
as a follower of a Russian rebbe, 
Reb Uri of Strelisk, who lived 150 
years before.) Reb Arele insisted, 
recalls a haredi leader, that his Has- 
sidim stay with him in the syn- 
agogue all day long on Shabbat. 

He also insisted that they ex- 
change their normal dress for a 


'‘uniform," and he chose the 
golden, striped kaftan worn by the 
haredi community of the Old Yishuv 
in Jerusalem. (The kaftan was an 
adaptation of an Arab festive gar- 
ment made of damascene silk, hard- 
ly seen any more in the Arab com- 
munity. The haredi kaftan has a 
smallcoliar, the Arab kaftan does noy 
This outfit is still worn on Shabbat 
by other Jerusalem descendants of 
the Old Yishuv, but when there Is a 
riot, wearers of this distinctive garb 
are usually assumed to be Reb 
Arele’s men, rightly or wrongly; 
Weekdays, the Reb Arele Hassidim 
' wear a kaftan with blue and gold 
stripes if they are married. If not, 
they wear black. 

The Old Yishuv haredlm regarded 
Reb Arete s group and other 
ultra-orthodox types from Hungary 
as extremists. “We used to call their 
area ‘Karat el-Majanin"' (Arabic 
Tor Quarter of the Lunatics), recalls 
a black -garbed haredi whose family 
has lived in Jerusalem for several 
generations. Reb Arele and his 
relatively small group of followers 
were so absorbed in piety, said the 
veteran Jerusalemite, that they did 
not become involved in politics. 

Things changed when Reb Arele 
died at the age of 52 in 1948. There 
was a fight for his Hassidic throne 
between his only son, Avraham 
Haim Roth, and his only son-in-law, 
Avraham Yitzhak Kohn, a Satmar 
student, whom Reb Arele 
nominated as bis successor in his 
will. The son retained the syn- 
agogue but the bulk of the Hassidim 
went with the son-in-law who es- 
tablished his own seat inside the 
main Mea She'arim compound. 

Twenty years ago his group 
moved to its presehtlocatlbn at the' 
bottom of Mea She'arim Street and 
began building an impressive in- 


stitution with a large synagogue for 
the entire sect, a yeshiva with about 
100 students, a Talmud Tora for 
about 300 youngsters, a kolel for 
married students, and a dormitory. 

Under the son-in-law, the grow- 
ing sect began to enter political life 
as a major force within the anti- 
Zionist Eda Haredit, which believes 
that a secular Jewish state is a 
mockery of the promised Messianic 
redemption. 

The Eda Haredit provides a 
religious court, kashrul supervision 
and other religious services to the 
ultra-Orthodox community in 
Jerusalem and is the major 
authority in the Mea She'arim area. 
Reb Arele’s Hassidim hold six of 
the 26 positions on the Eda ex- 
ecutive. 

ProL Jatob Taubes, a secular 
authority on religion who has es- 
tablished close ties with the Reb 
Arele community, says the sect 
resembles a monastic order more 
than it does a traditional Hassidic 
court. “They have a disciplined life 
that makes it possible to live with 
nobility inspite or their abysmal 
poverty." 

The 500 members oi me sect 
(male adults) and their families must 
abide by an 83-page book of regula- 
tions that lays down strict rules of 
behaviour and dress. Members are 
forbidden to live outside Jerusalem 
or even to leave the city for more 
than three days without permission. 
A transgression of any kind by a 
mertber'^nyBt be discreetly brought 
to his attention, say the regulations. 
If this is ineffective, the rebbe and 
the group as a whole must be in- 
formed. "Our group is a single ship, 
and if one small hole is bored in it 
the entire ship is endangered,” says 
the regulations book. 

The sect is marked by a unity that 
is exceptional even in the Hassidic 
world. Once a year, says Taubes, all 
members gather in the synagogue, 
from the rebbe down to the 
youngest bar-mit/.va bucher. formal- 
ly to sign adherence to the sect’s 
regulations. There is only one mi- 
nyan on Slinbbnl so that nil the 
members can pray with the rebbe. 
The sect has its own cducutinnul 
system, including a school for girls 
which prepares them Tor their ar- 
duous role ns wives. There arc 
periodic closed meetings between 
the rebbe and his followers. “It is a 
primal community," says Taubes, 
"an extended family structure." 

The morning prayer, which takes 
about Ihree-quarlers of an hour 
elsewhere on a weekday, lakes 
more than two hours at Reb Arele’s. 
The Hassidim almost shout their 
prayers, as ir they were trying to 
breach the gates of heaven, and the 
tunes are dirge-like. "Sad tunes,” 
said a hand! outsider. “Tunes that 
touch (he heart," said a Reb Arele 
Hassid. 

REB ARELE'S teaching 
emphasized faith, says Taubes. "He 
gave a new colour to the notion of 
emuna (faith) which was a response 
to the cataclysm of the Holocaust 
and the rapid secularization of the 
Jewish community afterwards.” 

"They're always looking for ac- 
tion,” says a prominent Mea 
She'arim opponent of the group." I 
think their inclination to violence 
stems from the fact that they are 
people who don’t have a tradition of 
hassidut . " 

A spokesman for the sect denies 
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that it has any violent leanings. “We 
do participate in demonstration*, 
which is a democratic right, isn’t it? 
Wc don't engage in violence. One of 
our members, a man in his 50s, did 
do something violent a few months 
ago and the rebbe barred him from 
entering the syngagoue for two 
weeks. That may not seem like 
much to you but the social pressure 
on such a man is very great." 

However, the missiles that 
periodically come down from the 
yeshiva roof indicate that Toldol 
Aharon is not a nest of pacifism. 
The spokesman himself smiles when 
Hsked about the seeming 
prominence of Reb Arele's Has- 
sidim in riots. Citing the group’s dis- 
tinctive dress, he says "We’ve got a 
technical problem. We’re 
noticeable.” He attempted to draw 
a distinction between the sect u 
such, which, he said, refrains from 
violence, and individual members 
who may act on their own initiative. 
He also attempted to distinguish 
between street violence and 
defence of the Toidot Aharon 
premises." Our strength is that we 
operate as a unit," he said. 

Taubes, a rabbi's son who was 
dean of the faculty of philosophy 
and social sciences af the Free 
University of Berlin, leaches nowin 
Haris and Berlin and is currently on 
a sabbatical in Jerusulem. He main- 
tains that violence is .repugnant to 
the rebbe and the sect as a whole. 
He acknowledges, however that 
some of .the youth njay be in- 
fluenced ny the extremists 
Neturei Karta. "This is the greatest 
worry of the elders." 

DURING THE Sabbath seuda 
shlishit fshalasheedes in Yiddish) a 
communal repast in the synagogue 
just before the final evening prayer, 
the group sends out a force of 
"monitors" in times of tension to 
prevent a flare-up in the area by 
t it her ultra-Orthodox elements until 
prayers at Toidot Aharon are con- 
cluded. 

The rules of piety imposed by its 
founder leads the sect to observe 
the Sabbath at least an hour longer 
than the rest of the country because 
of a lack of clarity he perceived in 
the Halucha as to when the Sabbath 
ends. (It was during this extended 
Sabbath period that the recenl 
police siege got under way, wl “ 
hundreds of Hassidim still in ® e 
synagogue.) At the shalasheedes. the 
Hassidim sit in the gathering 
darkness singing “zmirot," most® 
them written by Reb Arele hua*®' 
or his mentor, the Blazowa Rcobt 

The police raid and the extc ’J S1 ^ 
damage done to the building led 
seel to open its premises for the firs 
time to reporters, who were ej; 

, pec ted to see to it that “atrocity 
pictures were published around in 
world. . 

Seen on home ground, the men “ 
Reb Arele do not resemble 
samurais. The young students in I? 1 
corridors and the leaders in the ifr 
nermost room are courteous. > Dfl ' 
reasonable. But when the spirit 
upon -them, these individuate,^ 
bound by a single will. They^ 
around the rebbe's ^ Jg^yl 
hundreds of young Hpaify, ^ 
ing in unison, shoulliJ^ (ra j Iun j 
song, abruptly stopp^y*^ 
forward to hear at peace 
spoken words. It the world 

with itself but n ■ . 
outside. . I l li r 
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Sniping at a legend 


The Palmah 'was essentially an overblown youth movement/ 
says Netiva Ben-Yehuda. She explains why she's trying to tell 
the story of the 1948 war 'like it was/ to BENNY MORRIS. 




i 


ARAB SNIPERS screamed "hboh 
el-Shagra" (slaughter the blonde) as 
the fair, long-haired Netiva Ben- 
Yehuda and her 13 trainees crawled 
f oot afte r slow foot to escape the 
heavy fire from the surrounding hill- 
tops. But only 12 of her wards, who 
included four girls, and Netiva 
herself, got away. The dead youth's 
body was collected later that day, 
after the British forces had arranged 
a temporary truce. 

That was in mid-February 1948. 
Netiva, one of the few women com- 
bat officers left in the Palmah — - the 
assault branch of the Hagan a — 
was already famous. For one morn- 
ing the previous month, sapper 
Segen (Lieutenant) Netiva Ben- 
Yehuda, had lain behind a rock at a 
bend in the mountain road curving 
up from the Jordan Valley to the 
Nebi Yusha police fort in northern 
Galilee. Beside her were a Sten gun 
and a battery-connected plunger. 
Wires led to a 40-kg. charge hidden 
by the roadside. Netiva was waiting 
for a busload of Arab irregulars. 

"We had been ordered to get the 
bus after innumerable Jewish vehi- 
cles had been ambushed along that 
road,” she recalls. 

The middle-aged, sprightly 
Netiva of today hardly looks like the 
hardened fighter she evidently was. 
Only her straightforward, earthy 
language and her grating voice give 
a hint of her past. She tells her tale 
simply. 

“AFTER hours of waiting, the bus 
chugged into sight. I pressed the 
IHuTrger. Nothing happened. 
Perhaps the wiring was faulty — 
we’d used bits and pieces collected 
from the scrapyard of a nearby kib- 
butz. I don't know." 

Realizing that something must 
have gone wrong, the Palmah 
machine-gun covering team on the 
opposite hill opened up, bringing 
the bus to a halt. _ 

"Arabs, waving rifles, poured out 
of the bus’s single door, which faced 
me. I was alone. I openecTup with 
the Sten. It jammed. I picked up my 
partner’s rifle, and told him to get 
away with the Sten. I fired and fired; 
The Arabs fell one after another." 

Netiva declines to say hpw many 
Arabs she shot in that morning’s 
brief, bloody ambush, noting only 
* that it was her first experience of 
lose combat. 

‘Tour Arabs survived the attack 
J? .fled. Word got around the 
Y? a Arab villages of the prowess 
, c ■ ‘ yellow-haired devil. A 
• nniPf^paper even advertised a 
■r!fna al5-or-alive’ poster, of- 
‘.hcsayswil^dfor my. dp,” 
* smile. 


THE STORY of the ambush is 
related in Netivifs newly-published 
memoirs of the grim days of 
December 1947 to March 1948, 
1948 — Between Calendars. She 
hopes the book will help to 
“debunk” Israel's War of 
Independence — "like what 
Norman Mailer and Nicholas Mon- 
sarrat did for World War 11 in The 
Naked and the Dead and The Cruel 
Sea. I tell it as it was." 

"Oh no," she grimaces, bitterly, 
"1948 wasn’t the clean, pure, distil- 
led war concocted by Israel’s 1948 
writers.’ Most of them were 
nowhere near (he battlefields during 
the pre-May 1948 fighting, when the 
fate of the embryonic Jewish stale 
hung by a thread." 

„NcLiva enjoys being- controver- 
sial, eccentric, extreme, even 
perhaps brash. She says that the 
“climate" in Israel for a book such 
as hers "wasn't right until now, but 1 
think many Israelis are now more 
open to an iconoclastic viewpoint." 
She hopes it will contribute to "an 
atmosphere which will reduce the 
eagerness of some Israelis to go to 
war, an atmosphere closer to that 
prevailing in the rest of Lhe Western 
world* 

She thinks that Israel has served 
as the testing-ground for America's 
military hardware for the pasl two 
decades — “as Spain was used in 
the late 1930s by Nazi Germany and 
Soviet Russia. We, with our blood, 
have determined the price tags on 
every bullet, rocket, tank and plane 
the U.S. markets." 

Like all wars, 1948 was “awful 
— dirt, blood, despair, brutality, 
mistakes, bungling," says Netiva. 

In her book, she dwells on the 
sheer incompetence. 

"We were really all such 
amateurs. When the war came, 
Ben-Gurion, a former private-in the 
Turkish army, simply donned a 
khaki uniform and became 
commander-in-chief. , 

"Nobody remembers it now, bul 
at the beginning of 1948 we had very 
little confidence in ourselves, in our 
commanders, in our war-making 
capacity. In fact, we were qfraid of 
the Arab soldiers. Wc thought they 
were efficient and brave, while we 
were poorly armed and poorly 
trained. Abu Jilda, a fierce if. 
mythical warrior, was the Arabs’ 
folk hero, and at first, we saw our' 
adversaries in his image." 

She 1 retails the night of May 15, 
1948, when she accompanied a 
Palmah company into Lebanon on a 
mission to blow up the Hasbani 
iRiver bridge, one or the major 
femes into Israel from the north. 

"The night before, another com- 


pany had destroyed the bridge over 
the Lilani. When we approached 
the Hasbani, the Arabs were ready 
for us. The crossfire was awful. We 
lost four dead and some wounded. 
We beat a retreat through rocky, 
mountain terrain, the wounded and 
dead on our backs or on stretchers. 
They kept falling off, onto the 
rocks." 

Today she believes that had the 
uttnek been pressed home, the 
bridge would have been taken and 
blown. "It was typical of 1948." 

For all its successes and un- 
doubted valour, the Palmah "was 
essentially an overblown youth 
movement," says Netiva. “Com- 
manders rose through the ranks, 
the better they performed as youth 
counsellors." 

NETIVA lives alone in a fifth-floor 
walk-up in Jerusalem's Rehov 
Palmah. (“There were only two fiats 
for sale in the capital when we 
looked in 1958, this one and another 
in Rehov Rabbi Bar-Iian. Can you 
see me living in a Rabbi Bar-Ilan 
Street?") 

Neliva's room is cramped with 
memories. She denies that she is a 
"collector." But a pre-World War I 
Lee-Enfield leans against one wall; 
a guitar occupies one armchair; and 
two mandolins and a plastic bus: of 
Beethoven are perched atop the 
piano that has been squeezed in 
somehow. Framed drawings by her 
daughter, Amal, partly obscure the 
mostly English books lining the 
shelves; and there are photos of 
cats, including some of Netiva’s 
own deceased threesome Isaac 
Newton, Albert Einsiejn and 
Frederic Joliot-Curie. 

On a shelf almost touching the 
ceiling are Amal’s first shoes and 
Neliva’s old palmah boots. She is 
unapologetically sentimental, ob- 
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viuusly nostalgia about those heady 
days of action, when a handful of iil- 
nrmed fighters held five Arab ar- 
mies at bay and assured the 
emergence of the Jewish stale. 

She regards herself as a member 
of one "international fraternity of 
blood, of those who actuully fight 
and kill and die in the world's 
wars.” 

"We seem to carry a stigma. 
When 1 was in Bangkok in the late 
1960s, I met some American GIson 
leave from Vietnam. There was an 
immediate rapport between us, a 
common language based on a 
shared, awful experience." 

She points out that only an in- 
finitesimal part of any nation actual- 
ly fights in any war. In the case of 
the YishuvlsjfifiD.OOQ Jews, the brunt 
of the fighting at the beginning of 
the War of Independence was borne 
by the Palmah’s 5,000-6,000 
soldiers. (Jewish dead in 1948 
numbered 6,000 and about 20,000 
wounded.) 

FOUNDED in May 1941 as 
Rommel's Afrika Korps was 
advancing towards the gates dT 
Palestine, the Palmah was Largely 
based on the kibbutzim. Its com- 
panies contained a large minority of 
women. "It was, initially, complete- 
ly egalitarian" says Netiva. 

But on the night oi' December 
8/9, 1947, a Jewish patrol was am- 
bushed near Bir Asluj and a 
wounded Palmah girl was raped and 
mutilated before being murdered by 
the Arab irregulars. 

"An order went out to all Palmah 
units to leave the women back at 
the base," recalls Netiva. Bui 
because of the acute manpower 
shortage, somfe women remained in 
combat roles , for several months. 
Netiva was one of the last to be 
relegated to aii instructor’s position, 
and served intermittently at the front 
until mid-May 1948. 

Some of the women went on 
strike to protect this discrimination. 
Netiva writes about these strikes in 
her book, bul refuses to be called a 
feminist. 

• "You know. what? Women in to- 
day's world have it easy. Why, to be 
a housewife is the easiest thing in 
the world. She doesn't have to foot 
the bills, contract ulcers, elbow her 
\vay to professional success. But, if 
she wants, she can opt for the ret- 
race and a career. She has a choice; 
men don’t.” 

NETIVA HERSELF, formerly mar- 
(ried to a Hebrew U niversity physics 
| professor, brough t' up A moTon Tier 
civil service pay' as editor oT tHe 
Labour Ministry's monthly journal. 
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She says that for years, she was 
denied the automatic promotion ac- 
corded men. "I wasn't pushy, 1 
didn’t care," she insists, but her 
voice betrays a lingering resent- 
ment. 

IN 1972, together with Dahn Bcn- 
Amotz, Netiva published The World 
Dictionary a] Hebrew Slang. This 
marked a high point in hcrdecudcs- 
lung campaign to close the gap 
between literary and colloquial 
Hebrew that still characterizes 
much ol Hebrew culture. 

"Why, people today go to plays 
where they can’t understand more 
than hair of what the actors are 
saying.” she says indignantly. 
Netiva takes everything to heart, 
and whai she regards us the abuse of 
language above all. 

In their preface to the dictionary 
the authors define their purpose as 
"giving roof and shelter to the il- 
legitimate spawn of the Hebrew 
language... Without asking anyone’s 
permission, we have applied the 
linguistic Law of Return to all the 
words and idioms that have come to 
settle among us, whatever their 
origin, nation, race, colour, and 
educational or moral value.” 

THERE IS a major irony here. 
Netiva, born in Tel Aviv in 1928, is 
the daughter of Dr. Baruch Ben- 
Yehuda, headmaster of the famous 
Tel Aviv high-school, the Gymnasia 
Herzliya. 

Like his namesake, Eliezer Ben- 
Yehuda, the father of modern 
Hebrew, Neliva’s father enforced 
what Netiva calls “a tyranny of 
language," in his home. 

“No colloquialism or foreign 
word was ever uttlered. Of course, I 
spoke normal Hebrew outdoors, 
which only emphasized to my mind 
the vast gulf between literary jargon 
and everyday usage. Practising this 
‘deceit.’ wc grew up guilt-ridden, 
ashamed of our linguistic lapses and 
desecration. Perhaps this is com- 
mon to all sabres of my generation 
and one reason for the sabre's inar- 
ticulateness." 

Netiva ascribes the success of the 
dictionary — now in Us 10th 
printing and a giant bestseller by 
local standards — to a general 
awareness of this linguistic 
"schizophrenia.” • 

!SHE LIVES alone, an old— in the 
word of her dictionary — Jightereet. 
She has abandoned the sword for 
the pen, but continues to go out into 
the world to do battle with the 
eechslm and fooya of this yvorld, who 
emasculate language and distort the 
past. □ 
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THE DIASPORA 

IS A CALL for balance and 
reciprocity in Israel-Diaspora rela- 
tions necessarily a traitorous under- 
mining of Zionism and a legitimiza- 
tion of yerida? 

Only if it is assumed that the basic 
tenets of Zionism are fixed and are 
not modifiable in terms of changing 
Jewish needs and realities; that the 
attractions of the Diaspora are so 
powerful that they endanger the 
very existence of the feebler Israel 
and Zionism; and that ideological 
firmness helps lo ward off the threat 
while flexibility is merely a confes- 
sion of weakness and an encourage- 
ment to further assaults. 

These negative assumptions 
deserve to be rejected. 

Zionism is no rigid dogma, but a 
dynamic response lo the modern 
Jewish cpndition. Trying to shield it 
from critical reevaluation Is faint- 
hearted, suffocating and dangerous. 
A Zionist inferiority complex with 
regard to the Diaspora is un- 
founded, now more than ever. 
Tolerance and flexibility in defining 
the goals and precepts of Zionism 
today are an index of strength, not 
weakness. 

The severity of our current 
problems in Israel, and particularly 
the open sore of yerida, have blur- 
red one important truth: despite its 
imperfections, Zionism has basical- 
ly won the day on the stage of 
modem Jewish history. The Jewish 
state exists and no mainstream 
Jewish group fails to support it (let 
alone oppose it). No appreciable, 
alternative philosophy of Jewish life 
rivals It. 

•‘NEGATION OF the Diaspora" — 
Shlilat H ago la — was necessary, 
functional and correct when 
Zionism was fighting for its life, for 
its primary objective or Jewish 
statehood and against stiff Jewish 
ideological competition. 

ft is, today, largely superfluous, 
for it contributes nothing to 
stimulating afiya or deterring yerida. 
Mere exhortations never do. Nor 
does it reinforce the faith and self- 
confidence of Israelis, for that can 
only come from the positive content 


“Israel and the Diaspora are today profoundly interdependent,” 
writes Sheldon Schreter. “To put it bluntly, the loss of one would 
spell catastrophe for the other.” 

The Indissoluble bond 


of the lives we lead here. 

Moreover, “negating the 
Diaspora" can bp destructive — by 
erecting more wails between Israelis 
and Diaspora Jews — precisely 
when we should be doing our ut- 
most to tear them down. And when 
the negating impulse assumes an ex- 
cessively shrill, defensive tone, it 
not only fails to reassure but also 
sows seeds of doubt concerning 
Zionism among ourselves. 

If we are not to negate the 
Diaspora, how then should we 
relate to it? The answer emerges 
from an examination of current 
Jewish realities. 

The fulcrum of Israel-Diaspora 
relations has slowly, inexorably, 
shifted over time. Thirty years ago, 
there was one-sided dependence, 
with Israel at its most vulnerable. 
Today, there is a balance, as a func- 
tion of the central fact of contem- 
porary Jewish existence: the 
profound interdependence on so 
many levels of Israel and Diaspora 
Jewry. To put it bluntly, the. loss of 
one would spell catastrophe for the 
other. 

This produces a wry, historical 
irony. The gradual withering of the 
Diaspora, through social processes 
beyond anyone's control, vindicates 
Zionism in theory and imperils 
Israel in practice. The framers of 
the 1968 Zionist credo -‘called the 
"Jerusalem Programme*' realized 
this well enough when they ac- 
corded the preservation of Jewish 
identity and Jewish education such 
a prominent position among the 
aims of the movement. It is worth 
refreshing our memories on the 
perspective this provides. 


Thus, to take one example, the 
Diaspora Jewish personalities who 
feel compelled .to dissent publicly 
from Israeli policies are not “the 
problem." We may have reserva- 
tions about the form their protest 
takes, but we should not mistake its 
meaning. Their open declaration of 
a family feud ia simultaneously their 
affirmation of something more im- 
portant — family membership. 

THE REAL problem is that most 
Diaspora Jews seem too assimilated 
and indifferent even to perceive the 
feud as touching them. The basic 
trends among Diaspora Jewry have 
emerged with frightening clarity 
from recent studies. Our fertility is 
below the replacement rate. Our 
population as a whole is getting 
older. -The effectiveness of Jewish 
education is crippled because, 
overwhelmingly, it is not accessible 
to children beyond the age or bar 
and bat mitzvah. Jewish fund- 
raising has stalled badly, Intermar- 
riage and assimilation are steadily 
climbingi 

The Jewish people is shrinking. 
Once again this century, we stand to 
lose great portions of our nation, 
and we hardly know how to resist. 
This must be at the centre of our 
preoccupations, overshadowing 
petty differences, 

IN OPERATIONAL TERMS, the 
Zionist and Diaspora Jewish 
agendas have become virtually 
identical. Jewish survival is the 
common objective, even if 
sometimes we have different 
strategies for achieving it. The 
faster we acknowledge this com- 
monality, and work out its policy 
implications, the better we can 


organize our scarce resources to 
maximum effect. 

A Zionist pluralism is necessary 
today, in response to real Jewish 
needs. Living with some contradic- 
tions is a Jewish tradition — and far 
more preferable to an irrelevant 
ideological consistency. 

Zionists do not have to sacrifice 
the assertion of Israel as the centre 
of Jewish life In order to attribute a 
value to Jewish existence in the 
Diaspora. Nor do we have to dis- 
place aliya as the most meaningful 
and complete of Zionist acts in 
order to allow and encourage lesser 
levels of Zionist commitment and 
identification. 

We should recognize that 
Zionism has reached the end of the 
"antithesis" stage of its historical 
dialectic. All-or-nothing is no 
longer useful or desirable as a prin- 
ciple. A new Jewish-Zionist syn- 
thesis is the need of our day. 

THIS SERVES to focus our atten- 
tion on the pre-eminent goal of 
Jewish unity. Healthy Israel- 
Diaspora relations, based on an un- 
inhibited acknowledgment of 
mutual dependence and unmarred 
by self-righteousness or pater- 
nalism, should be its vehicle. Within 
the framework of 'such relations, 
and as an index of their vigour, dif- 
ferences of ideology and policy 
could and gfooul<J — enjoy full ex- 

pression. 

There is an enormous amount to 
be done, for Jewish unity docs not 
occur spontaneously. It is rather the 
product of hard work and no 
miracles, or at least none we dare 
depend on. It is nurtured and 
manifested in a myriad of ways, ail 


It was better under IDlleif 


HAMBURG, West Germany. — 
Thirty-six years after the destruc- 
tion- of Adolf Hitler's Nazi Reich, 
anti-Jewish feeling is still strong in 
West Germany, a magazine survey 
disclosed last week. 

Stern said that a public opinion 
poll conducted by sociologist Badi 
Panahi showed that half of West 
Germans have negative feelings 
about Jews and one-third go as far 
as to have very strong and 
pronounced anti-Semitic pre- 
judices. 

The Stern report came on the 
heels of a government survey 
published a few days earlier in Der 
Spiegel news magazine, which said 
1 8 per cent of West German voters 
slitl say, “Germany had it better un- 
der Hiller.*' 

Stern said that despite the dis- 
closures of Nazi murders and the 
showing on television of such films 
as Playing for Time “the pre- 
judices against Jews still have not 
died out,” 

As an example of German senti- 
ment, the magazine said that in the 
city of Erlangen recently, neo- 
Nazis, in leaflets distributed to 
children, said reports that the Nazis 
had killed millions of Jews-was “ly- 
ing propaganda." 

Stem said 27 per cent of West 
Germans believe "some races are 
predisposed to . be more immoral 
than others." 

PAGE U 


It said 14 per cent believe "you 
have to keep in mind that Jews exer- 
cise a damaging influence on 
Western Christian culturd." 56 per 
cent did not share thi? belief, 16 per 
cent rejected it “moderately," and 
10.3 per cent rejected it "weakly.” 

It said that the tendency to anti- 
Semitic prejudices, as might be ex- 
pected, is greatest among older peo- 
ple. Sixty-one per cent of the 50 to, 
65 age group believe "the Jews 
above all are after everything that 
has to do with money, to control it 
in order to exert power.-.," it said. 

Meanwhile, Wfcst German 
government ministries are studying 
the government report 1 commis- 
sioned by Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt’s office from a Munich 
public opinion research institute. 

The institute was told to find out 
how extreme right-wingers viewed 
the world, what they thought of 
West Germany’s political and 
economic system and to which 
social classes and age groups they 
belonged. 

Its report, delivered last 
December, included an opinion poll 
of 6,968 West Germans of voting 
age, which showed that 18 per cent 
believed life was better in the Hitler 
era. 

Thirteen per cent of those polled, 
it said, had a blinkered view of the 
world based on “a Nazi version of 
history..." (UPI. Reuter) 






of which we have to rei^^® 
elaborate. Israel-Diaspora l and 
are Us foundation and primal 0118 
cle, though not its sum total. 

Thus, the structure of Jewish i 
ity includes comprehensive Jewisi. 
education; co-ordinated efforts on 
behalf of oppressed Jewry; creative 
•outreach lo assimilated Jews; joint 
Israel-Diaspora policy-planning on 
major Jewish issues; Jewish cultural 
experimentation and philosophical- 
spiritual search; first-rate program- 
mes and projects in Israel for the ac- 
tive involvement of Jews of all ages 
and backgrounds; and much more 
we have not even thought of. Aliya 
grows from these sources and 
powerfully cements the unity of the 
whole Jewish people, with Israel at 
its centre. 

THE INDIFFERENCE or cynicism 
evoked in so many Israelis by the 
mere mention of "Zionism" or 
"Jewish unity” is an indication of 
how much there is to do in Israel 
itself. If we allow the ideal of Jewish 
unity to degenerate into a hollow 
truism, we are in trouble, for it is the 
key to our survival. 

Without Jewish unity, we pull in 
different directions and immobilize 
ourselves, trivialize our deepest 
feelings and end up at one another’s 
throats. Without, the Jewishness, the 
raison d'etre and even the military 
capability of the Slate of Israel 
(based on citizen-soldiers who know 
why they are here and why they 
cannot permit defeat) are seriously 
threatened. 

With Jewish unity, We. have the 
potential for grappling with our 
problems, maximizing our options, 
planning our future, releasing and 
channelling productively the rich 
springs of Jewish creativity. 

With it, we have the only 
meaningful framework In which we 
can struggle fo assure ' a future foi 
the Jewish people, wherever they 
may be, 

The author was director of the WUJS 
Institute, Arad, from 1976 to 1980. He 
is currently co-ordtnator of the Israel- 
Diaspora Project at Tel Aviv Univer- 
sity. 


Sioux bar mttzva 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
El A1 has invited the son of an 
American Indian chief lo celebrate 
his bar milzva in Jerusalem. 

The boy, Little Engle Bordeaux, 
is a descendant of Chief Crazy 
Horse, who defeated Gen. George 
Armstrong Custer in 1 876 at the Lit- 
tle Big Horn River In A battle thu 
entered American history ; 88 
"Custer’s Last Stand." 

Little Eagle, who will become a 
Sioux chief when he turns 19, h 
Jewish. • His mother Armaloma, 
orginally of Chicago, married the 
incumbent chief and moved to an 
Indian reservation in the 
southwestern states. 

Although Little Eagle is only 
eight years old, El A1 officials who 
heard about him a few days ago 
nevertheless decided to extend the 
invitation to him and his parents in 
advance. A source at company 
headquarters said last week he ex- 
pects the chiefs reply In a few days- 



A meeting of neo-Nazis held at the end of 1976 in 
where Hitler tried to stage his putsch in 1923. 


Jewish population 

Figures on world Jewish popula* /• 
tlon in the_l981 edition of Tty/ 
AmericarTfewtsh Year 
increase, of ; 1 8 1 , 1 . 5 <rover g 
previous year, or a total , 
world Jewish population 
150. However. Prof. LefflW 
who compiled the 

• - . cautions that "therJ^;W"? 

the Munich beer hall from data on Jewish pfi^Sv-j ln ■ 


countries. 


7A 


The JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL edition 




( 



4 EARN WHILE YOU LISTEN! 


freedom from the press 


TO GO BY what you read In the “ 
papers, you'd think that over half 
th e , popu lation of this country was 
spending its lime iri'a kind of spun- 
out spin abroad. A look at the bare h 
facts shows it just isn't so. For one a 
thing, the majority of Israelis can’t h 
be abroad because the majority of M 
Israelis are clerks and officials, and 
that’s a tribe that's glued to its t] 
chairs and stays put. It follows that [[ 
most Israelis will always remain d 
here, which is a comfort. 

The same goes for the productive g j 
minority among us, who are said to h 
leave the country precisely on ac- 0 
count of those clerks — a a , 
miraculous breed that the more you h 
fire of, the more. you've left. 
Anyhow, where clerks are linked to tr 
chairs, the productive minority are 0 
linked to their bonds and securities, 
which have no value anywhere in w 
the world but here. ni 

Well, what else? Nobody goes \\\ 
abroad to buy colour TV any more, ^ 
since our new Min. of Fin. made it a | 
practically free. Cars and blenders a 
ditto. Housing? Come now, you can q 
always pitch your tent in the city 
park — that or squat. So why are 
Israelis going abroad in throngs, as 
the papers say? j. 

Because of the papers, dear v 
reader. s 

Now don't get me wrong: the 
Israeli press is as good as anything j, 
you'll find abroad, or better. While c 
respectable papers in the West may 
devote half a front page to some 
H&ordH-sex crime, our front pages . 
are exclusively concerned with the 
crumbling economy or the failing 
administration. In a word, our 
papers are serious and responsible: 
ail the bad news that's fit to print, 
that’s their slogan. 

THE TROUBLE with the little * 
Israeli is that he feels an absolute 
compulsion to read it all, every day, • 
top to bottom and Op. to Ed. 

He starts his morning with 
Ha’aretz to find out just how and 
when the country will go to pieces, 
goes on to Davar to learn why not 
Levinson, and to The Jerusalem Post ■ 
for his English. On his way lo the of- 
fice he buys Ma'arlv for the gloom 
and Yedl'ot for the doom, and on his 
way home the sports paper for Mac- 
cabi, the kids paper for the kids, the 
v iddish paper for Momma and a 
Wure mag for the pictures. By 
. ,‘Jght he’s read the lot and drops 
inu Nd feeling awful. 

AN P 1 XT DAY he starts all over : 
ag * ! "' Su*e he can’t quit; the 
av * B i: ne ^l I* hooked on the . 
news, u - ne \ p inker. He reads at ’ 

***** "A— 


Ephraim Kishon 


home and at work and in the loo, 
and the only way he can cure' 
himself is to go on the wagon — the 
wagon that'll carry him abroad. 

And that's the real reason behind 
this national passion for travel: the 
little Israeli goes abroad to get 
depressurized. 

The moment he's on the plane he 
gives a sigh of relief. He's dug 
himself out from under a mountain 
of print, and there's no more Begin 
and Pad and Peres, strikes and 
hikes in the price of milk. 

He’s freel At last he knows ihe 
true meaning of the term: Freedom 
of the Press. 

His first days abroad go by in a 
whirl of happiness. He feels like a' 


Wednesday you go sightseeing. A 1 
cathedral, a museum or two, the 
railway station, places like that. At 
the railway station you're in for a 
surprise: at the Tar end, right round 
the corner of the building, you sud- 
denly come on a kiosk with a sign, 
"World Press.” Well, Israel is world 
too, so you buy last Thursday's 
Ma'arlv, and last Monday’s as well, 
and Friday's for good measure, plus 
Yedi'oi and Ha'areiz and Davar and 
The Jerusalem Post For the whole 
week, and that'll be S52, please. 

Then you go back to your hotel. 
You had intended to go to the opera 
tonight, you'd even bought tickets 
already, but you go to the hotel — 
with sonic two dozen papers under 
your arm. 

Back in your room you glance at 
a caption, run your eyes over an ar- 
ticle or two, then settle down for a 


new man, like a prisoner on parole, solid read. Why? Search me. Maybe 
like a women's libber rid of her bra. y° u sort of feel you've got to make 
And then an odd thing happens: U P 10 the people at home Tor your 

after a day or two he starts noticing absence. You read everything, even 

a kind of restlessness in himself, including the literary reviews, which 

Could it be the change in climate? shows how far you're gone. You hail 

Which is when Yoske turns up, headlines like "Economic Disaster, 
You know Yoske. He’s the one Expert Warns" and "Government 
you always run into in foreign * n Disarray” like old friends. You 
shops, Macy's or Marksies, find out whether the latest teachers’ 
whatever, and who after a couple of strike is on, off, or half-and-half, 
sHalom-what’s-with-you’s says: whether the latest protest move- 

“Listen, you want papers from ment *s Citizens For or Against, 

home? Wife sent me a whole pack stocks are up or down, Abuhatzcira 

of them." is coming or going. 

“No. thank you,” you tell him t * ie l ‘ me you 8 ct t0 Iwl Tues- 

with a superior smile, "that's about da y 8 weather forecast, Yoske ap- 
the last thing I want." a bundle of papers. 

"Sure," says Yoske, "I'm sick of c ° me on . Yoske, "let’s 

them myself. Though if you do , 

change your mind, there’s a place ™ s 8 ot *e Bamahaneh army 
near the railway station that sells weekly, the Working Women's Jour- 
them." no/ and Flshbreeders News. In return 

: wouldn't bo there if they save y° u si vc - him This Week in Petah 


like a women's libber rid of her bra. 
And then an odd thing happens: 
after a day or Lwo he starts noticing 
a kind of restlessness in himself. 
Could it be the change in climate? 
Which is when Yoske turns up.- 
You know Yoske. He’s the one 
you always run into in foreign 
shops, Macy's or Marksies, 
whatever, and who after a couple of 
sHalom-what’s-with-you’s says: 
“Listen, you want papers from 
home? Wife sent me a whole pack 
of them." 

“No, thank you,” you tell him 
with a superior smile, “that's about 
the last thing I want.” 

"Sure,” says Yoske, "I'm sick of 
them myself. Though if you do 
change your mind, there's a place 
near the railway station that sells 
them." 

: **i wouldn’t go there if they gave 
them away." 

"Right you are," says Yoske. 
“Also at the El Al offices. They 
1 always have a couple from the day 
before. Their pilots fly them in.” 
You leave Yoske. to his misery 
and go on your way whistling, feel- 
ing again that you, thank heaven, 
; have kicked the paper habit. Your 
rapture lasts for a fill) day, and then 
you suddenly go through your lug- 
gage for no good reason and find 
that your overshoes .are wrapped In 
a page of Hatzojeh , (he . National 
Religious Party daily, dated Sep- 
tember 3, 1978. 

It’s a bit yellow and crumpled, 
but the sheer joy of looking at 
■ Hebrew print after all those foreign 
words with vowels in them makes 
- you * read it to the Mast "Cantors 
Wanted." ■ 


Tlkva and two movie mags you’ve 
swiped at El Al. 

Next day you receive oil the Fri- 
day supplements- of the past fort- 
night, sent on by your thoughtful 
wife "just lo keep you in (ouch with 
what’s happening here," as she 
writes. Then the hotel management 
lets you know the girls complain 
they can’t do your room because it’s 
piled to tho celling with newspapers, 
and you realize it’s time to go home. 

You come home, feeling 
you've read sd many, papers lately 
you’re, off the stuff for life. But life 
is short, as they say, and after two 
days you go out and buy every daily 
and weekly in sight, and gel proper- 
ly depressed again and will stay that 
way till your next' trip. ■ □ 

Translated by Miriam Arad 
By arrangement with "Ma’arlv" 




"Shalom from Jerusalem." a monthly cassette with compa- 
nion booklet, enables you to learn Hebrew as it's spoken in 
Israel, ip the quiet of your home. 

. • 1- . • I- 

Each 80 minute tape includes Interviews with wall-known 
Israelis, -an sxcarpt from a play, a Knesset debate, advertise- 
ments, recipes, a song, lessons (Bible, Literature, Language). 
The booklet contains the complete text and the most difficult 
words with English. French, Spanish and Russian translation. 

"Shalom from Jerusalem" — 12 monthly programmes incl. 
pkg. and post (sea mail allow 6-8 weeks for first programme) 
USS7B. 

Trial Programme (Cassette No. 1 with booklet) US$9. SO 
By Air add US$6 for each programme. 


POB 81. Jerusalem. Israel 


"Shalom from Jerusalem 1 ' — Please send me the 
12-month 12-cassette programme. My cheque for 
US$75 is enclosed. 

Please sand me the trial programme. 

My cheque tor US$9.50 is enclosed. 

Please send by airmail. 

(Add US$6 par programme. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS 

* I 

1 . 

l . i \ 

It's great to haue 
a friend meet p 
at the airport ... 

. . . we'll bp waiting fot'-you. 

THIS WEEK IN ISRAEL, free at Ben Gurion Airport and all 
major hotajs. 
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The donations that won’t stop 




By HELEN ROSSI 

The [wo Fund-raising drives of 
The Jerusalem Posi continue to draw 
unusual reader response. This is 50 
heartening that we find it impassible 
to bring both the “Forsake Me 
Not" fund for the elderly and in- 
firm. and the 32nd Toy Fund drive 
to u dose. 

Originally we had planned that 
the "Forsake Me Not” drive would 
be over by the end of the High Holi- 
days. and that the Toy Fund as 
usual would end early in January. 
But now it is Purim and contribu- 
tions continue to arrive daily for 
both funds. 


‘TOME Mr 


Donations of the past fortnight to 
the “Forsake Me Not” drive came 
to IS 1 2,072.50. This puts the total so 
far at IS8J5,955.35. 

Contributions, both locally and 
from around the world, include: 
5200 In memory of my rather. Marrii Tannen- 
baum. and his broiher. Irving Yanawiu, 
both of Chicago, IL — Marvin rumen- 
baum. Chicago' IL. 

5 100 in memory oT our beloved parents, Myra 
and Samuel Edelson and Nancy and 
Sylvester Sutton — Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Edelson. Peoria. IL. 

570 Helmut and Nancy Paula 1, Dost on, MA. 
1S&00 Dr. Franz Siassny, Tel Aviv — instead 
of accept ing a retirement gift from the 
board of directors of the Cotton Production 
and Marketing Board, Ltd. 

£J0 To celebrate the silver wedding of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Genard. London. England — 
Troni Unde Joe. Bucks and Simpsons. 
IS500 In memory of my dear mother on her 
81sl birthday — M.A., Jerusalem. In 
memory of my parents — Samuel Strauss. 
Jerusalem. 

SSOIn honour of our golden wedding anniver- 
sary — Mr. and Mrs. Milton Greenberg, 
Miami Beach, FL. In honour of the golden 
wedding anniversary or Mr. and Mrs. 
Milton Greenberg — Isidor Falick, No. 
Miami Beach. FL. 

DGIOOOma Lies. Amsterdam. 

S.Fr.20G For a great woman, my grandmother. 
Vita Landau of Yonkers, NY — Joanne 
Landau. Geneva, Switzerland. 

N.Kr.200 Anonymous, Rotterdam, Holland. 
536 In memory of our beloved parenu — Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Weber. Los Angeles, CA. Ir- 
ving and Charlotte Shalom, Miami Beach, 
FL. In honour ol the Yahrzeil of my 
parents, Louis J. and Joanna W. Lust ig, 
grandparents of Judy, David, Michael and 
Ruth Roseman — Frieda E. Roseman, 
Jerusalem. 


533 On the occasion or our 3Jrd wedding an- 
niversary — Tyby and Gerry Klein, 
Baltimore, MD. 

IS240 Amtnvmoui. Jerusalem. 

£25 In memory of my Wife Harriet Cohen Tar- 
napoll — Abraham Tarnapoll, Treadwell, 
NY. Sam Levinson. Fullerton, CA. In 
memory of father Phillip Weisi of Miami 
Beach — Jacob and Susan Weiss, 
Cleveland His.. OH. In memory or Mr. and 
Mrs. Wolf Perlmutter — Mr. and Mrs. 
David Horelik, Dallas, TX, 

1S2Q0 Miriam Gottheimer. Jerusalem (Eighth 
contribution). 

520 Andor and Lea Deutsche Sequin, TX. 

SIS In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Wolf PerJmui- 
ter — ■ Dr. and Mrs. S. Pomerantz. 
Baltimore. MD. In memory of my father, 
Abe Pencer — Elea Taras. Montreal, 
Canada. Lazar Hagan. Melbourne, Aus. 
515 Phyllis Corbett, Cambridge. MA. 

ISI00 Anonymous, Tel Aviv. In memory of 
our unforgettable grandmother, Bella 
Rolhleder Ladenheim Czernowitz — Paula 
Greif, Bnel Brak. In memory of my late 
husband J.B.. Haifa. C.N..Tel Aviv (Fourth 
contribution). In memory of my beloved 
and unforgettable wire Susanna and my 
dear mother — A. Singer, Tel Aviv, (third 
contnbutlon). L. Roscngansn, Jerusalem 
In memory of David Taube, and Abie and 
Dinah Tugendhaft. 

£5 Instead of flowers far the funeral of my 
dearly loved brother-in-law, Leo Bab, who 
passed away in Stockholm this month — I 
will always treasure the memary or him — 
A.L. Cohn -Jones. Antwerp, Belgium. 

510 Myrnu Jafle Finger. W. Palm Beach, FL. 
DM20 Hans Mundl. Karlsruhe, W. Germany. 

H.L. Piblack, Tuebingen. W. Germany. 

S8 David Ehrenberg. Jerusalem. 

ISIS Anonymous, Jerusalem (three limes) 

IS50 Rivn E. Teller. Ramat Aviv. In loving 
memory of ray parents. Sara and Ruben 
Gilbert, Dallas, TX. — Reba Bernstein, Tel 
Aviv. In memory of my beloved husband 
Abraham Faray Sassoon, whose birthday 
was on the 6th of March, and who left Tor 
his heavenly home on February 18th, may 
his soul rest in pence — Katie Sassoon. 
Jerusalem. Bridge party. Haifa. In memory 
of Anna C. Levdlahr Hilda H. Kidd, 
Daytona Beach FL. 

$5 In memory of my beloved husband, Harry 
Goodman — Ella Goodman. Chicago, IL. 
IS35 Gideon Tadmor, Israel Ambassador in 
Lima, Peru.' 

IS25 Hannah Moses Koleikar, Ashdod. 

IS 23 Anonymous. Beenheha. 

ISIS We'il never forget our beloved mother 
Nadia Haslut who left us forever last March 
26; we would have been her strength In her 
old age — Joshua and Adam. In memoriam. 
Ya'akov Bard, Ashkelon — R.M., 
Jerusalem. 

IS 10 Martin Grossman, Jerusalem. 

As we see in today’s list of donors 
to The Jerusalem Post Toy Fund, 
friends of Rose Lieberman of Kib- 
butz Gesher Haziv, who passed 
away a fortnight ago, have been 
quick to send along contributions to 
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honour her memory. 

Both our lists of today have a 
number of such memorials to those 
who have recently 
left us. There is no 
better way of 
honouring those we 
loved than by com- 
ing to the aid of 
both the old and 
the young in need. 

Contributions to 
The Jerusalem Post 
Toy Fund of the 
past two weeks came to IS2.976.30. 
The Toy Fund total so far stands at ’ 
1S3I0.135.73. 

If you are contributing to both 
funds, please use separate cheques 
made out either to the “Forsake Me 
Not” drive or the Toy Fund, and 
send them directly to: The Jerusalem 
Post, P.O.B. 81, 91000, Jerusalem, 
Israel. 

Donors of the past two weeks in- 
clude: 

550 In memory of our beloved parents, Myra 
and Samuel Edelson and Nancy and 
Sylvester Sutton — Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Edelson, Peoria Heights, IL. In memory of- 
Rose Lieberman — Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Sklower, Jersey City, N J. 

IS 200 In memory of David Taube, and Abie 
and Dinah Tugendhaft. 

538.33 Grade 6 and Grade 1, Winnipeg 
Hebrew Schools. Winnipeg, Canada. 

525 In honour of Leah Goodman on the occa- 
sion of her birthday — from her 
grandchildren Sheryl and Mark. In honour 
or Leah Goodman on the occasion of her 
birthday from her children, Helene and 
Burt. 

518 In memory of my father. Abe Pencer — 
Mrs. Elea Taras, Montreal, Canada. Lazar 
Kagan. Melbourne, Aus. Michael 
Kesselman, Corporate Knitting, Inc., 
Brooklyn N.Y. In memory of Joshua Gut- 
nick from his nephews. 

ISIQ0 Sarah Blderman, Tel Aviv. 

SIO Mr. and Mrs. Leo Evans, Scarsdale. NY. 
IS50 In memory of Rose Lieberman, "Tribute 
to a faithful donor" - Ncsla and Herbert 
Hordes. Herzllya. Anonymous, New York 
City, in memory of Rose Lieberman of Kib- 
butz Gesher Haziv - Mae and Sam Stern. 
Ramat Hasharon. 

IS 18 3 times Hai — Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

55 Ella Goodman, Chicago, IL. — In memory 
or my beloved husband, Harry Goodman, 

In honour of our granddaughter Had das 
Levy and grandson, Bryan Marks — Bub- 
ble and Pop-Pop Marks. Philadelphia, PA. 
DGI0 In honour of the birthday of our 
granddaughter — Mr. and Mis. H.L., 
Amwcg, the Hague, Holland. 

IS10 Martin Grossman, Jerusalem. 



Belt Hanassl. the president's residence, was transformed Into a concert hall and 
TV studio last week as performers from theageoJU opened the American-Israel 
Cultural Foundations annual Young Artists' Week. Here President Yitzhak 

The prophet of optimism 


Portion of the week: Shemlni, 
Leviticus 9-11. Parashat Parah, 
Numbers 19. Haftara, Ezekiel 36.16- 
38. The verse discussed is Ezekiel 
36.29-30. 

THE HAFTARA of this Sabbath, 
Shabbat Parah, is taken from 
Ezekiel, the prophet of exile par ex- 
cellence. Ezekiel, among the exiles 
to Babylon after Nubuchadnezzar 
destroyed the First Temple, began 
to prophecy five years after the ex- 
ile, and his last recorded prophecy 
is dated 20 years later. 

Naturally his prophecies are 
those of hope and encouragement. 
In convincing words, he foretells 
the end of exile and the return to 
the Land of Israel, the rebuilding of 
the temple and the re-establishment 
of an independent state. All of this 
is mentioned in the haftara of this 
week. *■ 

Ezekiel adds another aspect, one 
that must strike a responsive chord 
in our hearts in light of (he 
economic difficulties facing us, 
soaring inflation and the spectre of 
unemployment. It is obvious from 
the words of the haftara thot a 
failure of crops before the exile hud 
so afflicted the Jews with famine 
that they became a "reproach to the 
nations.” Then came the devasta- 
tion of the war. The return, they 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.I. Rabinowitz 

feared, could mean facing seven 
difficulties. 

The prophet assures them that 
when they would be vouchsafed to 
return, they would be blessed with 
agricultural plenty, and they would 
not be haunted by the spectre of 
famine. “I will call for the corn and 
will increase it," he specifies, "and 
there will be no famine upon you. 
And 1 will multiply the fruit of the 
trees and the increase of the field, 
that ye receive no more the 
reproach of famine." 

It is worthwhile to dwell on the 
three components of that promised 
agricultural plenty. They are 
"corn,” "the trees of the field,” and 
“the increase of the fields." Under 
"corn” is, or course, subsumed afi 
grains, particularly barley and 
wheat. “The fruit of the trees" 
needs no explanation or comment. 
But these two having been men- 
tioned, what is referred to in the 
other ground crops, “the increase of 
the field”? 

All that remains are the 
vegetables, and Ihe paucity of men- 
tion of the lowly (both literally and 
incluphuricnlly I) vegetables is quite 
marked in the Bible. 




FIRST PRINTING 
SOLD OUT! 
SECOND PRINTING 
ON SALE! 

A 

YEAR 

ROUND JOY 
FOR ALL 
THE FAMILY 
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SPECIMEN PAGE, 5 W ACTUAL 51® 
PRINTED IN BIX COLOURS INCLUDING GOLD 


CELEBRATE PESSAH WITH 
THE JERUSALEM POST 
BILINGUAL ILLUMINATED 

PESSAH HAGGADAH 

The full Seder service in Hebrew and English. Published by Carta 
of Jerusalem. All drawn by hand by Shoshana Walker. A work of 
art in traditional style. 1 04 pages of coated art paper, all in six 
colours including gold. Each page is an individual illuminated 
manuscript. Size 11x8 inches (27x20 cm). Laminated, full colour 
hard cover. Coloured end papers. 

Special Price until Passah 

USA, Canada (direct from New York Office) U8S2B.50 

By Air Mall from Jerusilem, Europe US$27. BO, other countries US$30. 

{ To: The Jerusalem Post . 

| 110 East B9 St, New York, NY 10022 (for USA and Canada readapl 

| P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000, Israel. 

| Please sand the following 

I □ Passah Haggadah it U8$2B.S0 (USA. Canada) 

I □ Passah Haggadah at U8S27.B0 (air mall to Europe). US$30 (other cor ,: 
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Success and setbacks 
at Arab art centre 


A Posrreporter visits the Paley Centre, where the Arab 
children of East Jerusalem work with clay and crayon. 


WHEN THE Paley Centre next to 
the Rockefeller Museum was in- 
augurated in East Jerusalem in 
January 1978, it was hailed as the 
beginning of a new cultural era for 
the Arab sector’s art-starved 
youngsters. Three years luter the 
centre, an. extension of the Israel 
Museum’s Youih Wing, has not 
fulfilled .any superlative expecta- 
tions. but it is an undoubted and 
perhaps more than modest success. 

The centre, u complex combina- 
tion of straight and angular walls 
and glass roofing, and domed in- 
terior cupolas, designed by 
architect Moshe Snfdie, was built by 
the Jerusalem Foundation using a 
donation from William S. Paley, in 
memorx of his mother Goldie Drell 
Paley. ’ 

The centre opened with an ex- 
hibition of 10,000 toy and miniature 
vehicles. The current exhibition is 
about classical Greece. 

A white wooden scale model of 
the Parthenon dominates the en- 
trance hall; reproduction Greek 
busts and statues ornament the 
pussageways; display cases are filled 
with Attic and Minoan pottery and 
objets dart. 

The Greece display is the cen- 
trepiece of this year’s activities at 
the centre. 

_ Every week classes from Arab 
schools in East Jerusalem and its 
suburbs of A-Tur, Shua’fat and 
Beit Hanina spend mornings, ac- 
companied by their teachers, 
trooping through and learning 
about the glory that was Greece. 

Using the centre's arts and crafts 
workshops and materials, they 
reproduce Greek tales and statues 
in clay and with chalk, crayon and 
paper. Their works line the 
workshop walls. 

In the afternoons, the centre runs 
courses for 7-12 year olds similar to 
those (on a much wider scale) 
provided for Jewish youngsters in 
the Israel Museum — in arts and 
crafts and drama. And there are 
English and Hebrew classes for high 
school youths and grown ups, and a 
painting and sculpting course for 
grown-ups. A photography course 
for grown-ups is about to be In- 
-Oduced. 

"We’ve become quite popular," 

fl * Maroun Elias, a Christian Arab 
(Gush Halav) in the Up- 

j, tre ’ CCi has directed the 

Elias' tt hc P ast three years. 

me about the centre’s 
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birih-pnngs — "it wiis slow taking 
off the ground" — and about its 
current problems. "Arab society is 
not art oriented. The East 
Jerusalem papulation has a problem 
understand ing what art is. 

. "What dues it do for us, how docs 
it help us?' they ask," he explains. 
Su the local population has been 
slow in taking up ihe offer of the 
centre’s highly subsidized attrac- 
tions. 

The clientele of the centre. L'lius 
points out. is alinosi exclusively 
lower class, consisting of the poor of 
the eastern half of tow n. *' I he 
children of the rich simply don't 
come,” he said, but he doesn't know 
why. 

There is. perhaps inevitably, a- 
political connection here. "We 
don't want this cenire mixed with 
politics in any way. We are com- 
pletely apolitical." says Elias. 

But given the political cir- 
cumstance and conditions, the cen- 
tre, since its foundation, has had to 
fight its image as "an Israeli institu- 
tion." an extension of Israel "in oc- 
cupied Arab territory." 

“No doubt this view of us has in- 
fluenced participation in our 
courses.” admits Elias. 

Elias, a graduate of the Bezalel 
Academy of Art in art, began 
working in the centre as an (instruc- 
tor) in an arts and crafts course. 

"When I finished Bezalel — one 
of the very few Arabs ever to do so 
— I never believed I’d be able to 
work in my field. The centre came 
as a very pleasant surprise,” says 
Elias. 

This year, some 250 children are 
attending the course. “We have 
places for 500," adds Elias. 

About 100 of the 7-12 year-olds 
come to afternoon sessions of the 
mls'haklya (play club) for two-hour 
stints with ping-pong, lego, puzzles, 
pick-up sticks and checkers. The 
play dilb is only two months old — 
“we hope to expand it soon,” said 
its instructor, a middle aged woman 
from East Jerusalem. Most of the 
centre's eight instructors are Israeli 
Arabs, such as Ju'ad Hakim, of 
Nazareth, who gives one of the drts 
and crafls classes. He is a second- 
year environmental design student 
at Bezalel. 

"Altogether, I’d say we’re making 
a contribution to the local popula- 
tion,” says Elias. He seems to wish 
that the recipient! would take 
greater advantage of it. 
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Micrography is the only truly Jewish art form, writes The Jerusalem Post's Art Editor, MEIR RONNt. 



LAST TUESDAY the Israel 
Museum presented "1 ,000 Years of 
Art in Script," the first show 
anywhere to be entirely devoted to 
Hebrew micrography. It isuslrunge- 
ly tardy — if absolutely delightful — 
offering, for micrography is the only 
truly Jewish art form that exists. 

The exhibits have been culled by 
guest curator Dr. Leila Avrin from 
10 libraries and museums in 
England, America, Denmark and 
Israel, as well as from eight private 
collections here and abroad. Avrin, 
a lecturer at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity's Graduate School of Library 
and Archive Studies and at the 
University of Michigan, has written 
an authoritative introduction to the 
subject in which she points out why 
micrography could not have been 
tiny thing but a Jewish art. 

Micrography is minute writing in 
the shape of plants and other objects 
u nd also of animals and human 
figures. It was created in the 9th 
century by Hebrew scribes in Eretz 
Yisraei, from where it soon spread 
south to Egypt and Yemen, and 
west to Spain, Germany, France 
and Italy. It still survives. 

Its beginnings may be traced to 
the fact that early hand-written 
Bibles had footnotes written ail over 
and around each page, called 
mosorah (tradition). The masorah 
scribes counted how many times 
each word in the Bible appeared in 
the same form and created a con- 
cordance in footnotes that filled all 
the margins (the use of page, 
chapter and verse numbers For 
reference having not yet been in- 
vented). Each word was given with 
its context. 

Avrin reasons that when the 
hapless scribes were forced to copy 
these myriad references again and 
ugain they were probably bored stiff; 
and that as u result they began to 
use their creative powers to form 
the sentences into geometric and 
abstract shapes anyway popular in 
the Jewish and Islamic art of the 
day. 

Some of the results, like the 
Moshe Ben-Asher Codex still 
preserved in the Karaite synagogue 
in Cairo, offered the appearance of 
an Oriental carpet. 

THE IDEA went from strength to 
strength. It was applied to the 
Psalms as well and appeared in the 
ketubol (marringe contracts) of the 
Jews of 1 0th and 11th century 
Egypt, and later of those of 1 7th 
century Italy. 

The form first took hold- in 
Europe when the centre of Jewish 
life moved there from the Near 
East. Rich patrons commissioned 
luxury editions of the Bible com- 
plete with micrographic decorations 
that had by then become an es- 
tablished tradition. 

The earliest micrographed Bibies 
from Spain and Germany were writ- 
ten in the 13th century; and 
although they employed the in- 
terlace forms of Spanish art they are 
quite different from the Sephardi 
ones. Sephurdi micrography is 
primarily geometric with “carpet 
pages" at the beginning and end 
(and sometimes in the middle) of 
each volume. But there are also 
Sephardi manuscripts with 
micrographic animals, figures, 
marginal ill usir.il ions and depic- 
tions of the Menora and vessels of 
the Tabernacle. 

THE ASHKENAZI micrography in- 
cluded a more European bestiary of 
real and mythical animals and even 
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jousting knights. Though these t 
mems were borrowed from nou 
Jewish Gothic sources, only the 
Jews formed these motifs of script, 
sometimes even making full pane ill 
lustrations. 

The 1 5lh century invention of 
printing brought the heyday of 
micrography and indeed of all 
manuscript art, to a virtual end. The 
texts of Hebrew Bibles were still 
surrounded with notes and com- 
mcntarics. but the printed letter did 
not allow for flights of fancy; clarity 
and readability suddenly became 
paramount. Printers commissioned 
artists to create illustrations printed 
from woodblocks and engraved 
nictul plates. 

The Jewish scribes did not give 
up. They applied their traditions not 
only to keiubot (in one even employ- 
ing a nude Adam and Eve) but also 
made Omer calendars, sukka 
decorations, Purim 'pieces and full- 
puge biblical scenes, like the Jonah 
on display here. 

The use of micrography migrated 
from Italy to East Europe; and in 
the I8ih century to Austria and 
Hungary. By the 1 9th century there 
were Hebrew microgruphers in 
France, Holland, England, Poland 
and Russia, and, by the turn of this 
century, in America also, as well as 
in North Africa again. 

Lithography gave a new lift to the 
art. Biblical scenes, depictions of 
Jerusalem and other holy sites, 
portraits of rabbis (and even early 
Zionists and poets) were 
reproduced vn masse, and sold in 
large numbers, sometimes to raise 
in ii n ey for charity. Popular 
designs were pirated by un- 
scrupulous printers 

AS LEILA AVRIN notes, 
micrography is Mill alive and well. It 
is employed in contemporary 
kftuhot. LI A l passengers are 
familiar with Israeli calligrapher 
Fred Puukcr's "Traveller’s Prayer" 
written in (he form of two doves. A 
Tel Aviv Pop microgrupher 
Avraham 1 1 aha, mukes mini- 
haggadnt and Purim scrolls on egg 
shells and writes the psalms on sea 
shells; he also makes portraits of the 
fiimous, out of reievunt texts. An 
Israeli artist working in the U.S., 
Jacob lil-lluiiuni, uses minute cur- 
sive Hebrew script to create works 
of a curpcl-likc texture. Examples 
of all the above are also included in 
the exhibition. 

Traditional micrography t* 
something of a perpetual gw™ 
between scribe and reader, chal- 
lenging the latter to muke head and 
luil of ihc text and even catch the 
scribe out on omissions and errors., 
But, as Avrin says, it is more than a 
game; the alphabet and writing have 
always maintained a symbolic and 
mystical place in Jewish folklore 
and philosophy. It is only natural, 
she points out, that Judaism's unt? 
que and most enduring art fornt 
should be bound up with writing 
itself. . 

Avrin’s research was sponsored 
by the Gruss Endowment Fund for 
the Advancement of Jewish 
Ceremonial Art. The well* 
illustrated catalogue was sponsored . 
by the Richard Levys of Florida^ 
The 50 items, some of tne(f 
priceless historical manuscripts, if- 
be on view until mid-June, 
lengthy scholarly monogjj ’ 
"Micrography ns Art," & t j, e 
published simultaneousbg'p^, 
Israel Museum and the 
(I.M. Cohen Graph/* 

Israel Museum). / J 
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S AND FINANCE 


B a iK Leumi group continues to lead 


j M A CABLE DEAN 
_ AVIV. — The consolidated 
'Ace sheet of the Bank Leumi 
roup stood at IS 1 39 billion at the 
end of 1980, Ernst Japhet, chairman 
and chief executive of the network, 
announced last week. This con- 
stitutes a 10 per cent- real growth 
above the cost-of-living index, a 
19.6 per cent growth in dollar terms 
(the balance sheet of the group 
stood at SI 8.5b.) and 155 percent in 
inflationary terms. 

Asked point-blank by a reporter: 
"Isn't it true that Bank Hapoalim is 
gradually closing the gap between 
the two banks, and that soon we will 
see Hapoalim the country’s largest 
bank and Leumi the number two in 
size?" Japhet snapped that; "I’ve 
been hearing this question lor the 
past ten years, and I always give the 
same answer, we are Israel's 
number one bank and we intend to 
continue to be the country’s 
leader.’’ 

(Bank . Hapqaliin's balance sheet 
at the end of 1980 stood at 
IS 1 28.3b.) 

Japhet added that the net profit 
of .the bank came to IS52.5rn. (or 
$69.6 m.), an increase of 29 per cent 
above the index, 40.9 per cent in 
dollar terms, or 201 per cent in in- 
flationary verms. 

Net profit per share was ISU.63 
which is an increase of 23 per cent 



Ernst Japhet 

according to the index, 34.1 per 
cent in dollar terms and 186 per 
cent in inflationary terms. 

Interestingly enough, 25 per cent 
of the net profits of the group 
(which includes such smaller bank- 
ing networks as Union, Arab-Isrucl, 
General Mortgage, etc., in which 
Leumi holds the dominant part of 
the equity) came from its overseas 
outlets. “This is so although these 
branches constitute only about 20 
per cent of (he assets in our balance 
sheet," Japhet said. He explained 
that the greater ratio of profits from 
abroad is due to the (act that 
overseas banks charge fees for 
such services as accepting payments 
lor telephones, electricity, and 
other bills, while in Israel these ser- 
vices are provided free. 

Of the group's 433 branches. 57 
are abroad, and the most profit able 


Private land prices rocket 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - The price of land 
used for the construction of residen- 
tial buildings in the private market 
sky-rocketed by 188.5 per cent in 
1 980. an Israel Building Centre sur- 
vey released last week has shown. 
This represents a real increase of 52 
per cent over the consumer price in- 
dex tor December 19 79 to 
December 1980. 

The statistics are based on the 
price of land bought by private 


11 rms tor the construction of Hals m 
eighi medium and large-size towns 
In the Tel Aviv region. 

The\ \h«m thai in ihe Ijm quarter 
ul 1980. lliu priwe u! land ill a 
centrally located section of town 
ran between 1S29.000 per room in 
Mar Sava and IS 48 ,000 in Ramat 
Gan. The survey blamed the price 
rise on increases in construction 
costs, and the failure of the Israel 
Lands Administration vo allocate 
sufficient land to the private 
market. 


ones were those in Chicago, Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia. 

Some 7 1 per cent of the bank’s as- 
sets arc in various foreign curren- 
cies, 23 per cent are in linked 
securities, and only 6 per cent are in 
unlinked Israeli shekels. 

Last year, the group raised IS lb. 
in new capital, of which half was 
raised in Israel and half abroad. 

Japhet was especially pleased that 
public deposits stood at IS74b., an 
increase of 152 per cent in in- 
flationary terms, or 17.9 per cent in 
dollar terms, and that such deposits 
constituted about 53 per cent of the 
balance sheet. The bank has about 
two million savings accounts, three 
million other accounts (checking, 
etc.) and performs 600,000 "tran- 
sactions’' a day. 

The number of persons employed 
at (he end of 1980 was 14,839, an 8.2 
per cent growth over the previous 
year. However, about hall of the in- 
crease was due to expansion 
overseas. 

Or ihc ! 1.059 people employed in 
Israel, 52 per cent arc women. The 
number of "managers and olficials 
entitled to sign documents," is 
1.691. Among these higher echelons 
of employees there are only 12.3 per 
cent women. (Five years ago only 7 
per cent of the higher echelon were 
women, and ten years ago. only 3.6 
per cent). 

Gov’t bails out 
Negev textile plant 

The government will paj lS2lm. 
Inr ihe hmldings of the Op-Ar tex- 
tile plants in Olukim and Nelivoi. 
ihu- v ii -urine thm the cump.ms 
docs not close down. 

It will then lease the facilities to 
Op-Ar at the going rale and, in ex- 
change, the owners will undertake 
not to dismiss their 175 Israeli 
employees. 


U.S. coin collectors here for study tour 


modern Mandate and Israel coin 
collection, was due to join the tour 


The company will provide the 
government with guarantees 
regarding its continued operation 
and projected improvement in per- 
formance. 

Rates of exchange 

Rates of exchange against the Israel 


TEL AVIV. — A group of 43 
members of AINA, the American 
Israel Numismatic Association, is 
currently here on the organization’s 
13th annual study tour. 

Leading the group is Morris 
Bram, who has served as AlNA’s 
president for alfoT bul two of its 14 
years,-. 

Past-president Arnold Kagan, 
trustee of the Kagan-Maremba coin 
collection, the single most complete 
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BUSINESS AND 

The products of Israel’s wineries are achieving a high reputation 
overseas. Re porter Yitzhak Oked gives a portrait of the industry. 

Carmel wines: going on for 100 


ISRAELIS HAVE a very long way 
to go lo match the French in wine 
consumption, but this is the unof- 
ficial goal of the Carmel Mizrahi 
cooperative, operators of the 
country's largest wineries. 

Wines bearing the Carmel label 
are produced in Zichron Ya'acov 
and Rishon Lezion at wineries 
established nearly a century ago and 
run by none other than those who 
grow the grapes. 

Carmel Mizrahi is a cooperative 
of wine growers, some of whom are 
third- or fourth-generation 
members. The grape farmers 
themselves form the management of 
the cooperative which has acquired 
a world-wide reputation for its 
wineries' products — winners of 
gold medals at several international 
competitions. 

At present, Israelis drink per 
capita about 4.1 litres of wine a 

Exports are 
increasing 
at Eliaz 

VISITING THE beautifully land- 
scaped Eliaz wine cellars in 
Binyami-.a gives a feeling of peace 
and tranquillity — even before you 
sip a drop of wine. 

The last time we were there was 
about four years ago, a short time 
after the Mindy consortium of 
Canada bought the winery following 
the bankruptcy of its former owner, 
the Ismel-Pulesiinc Bank. 

A l that time, the winery’s manag- 
ing director said that Eliaz would 
expand and develop. Evidence of 
this is visible — and verified by 
Daniel Ben- Yosef, assistant general 
manager and_ sales manager. 

LIKE THE REST of Israel’s 
wineries, Eliaz is drifting into the 
dry wines, producing the Cabarnet, 
Riesling and Collombard varieties, 
he said. 

Wine export levels are increasing 
gradually every year. Eliaz exported 
S400.000 worth of wine last year and 
expects an increase or $100,000 in 
sales in 1981. Wines are sent to 
America, England, France, Belgium “ 
and Switzerland. i 

Ben-Yoser says that the highest c 
standards of kashrut are maintained c 
in his winery's production facilities. 1 
One of the aims of the Eliaz C 
winery is to enter into the really ex- 
clusive, predominantly non-Jewish 11 
market of the wine connoisseurs. 5 

“We believe that if we have a n 
good product a connoisseur will |J 
want to add several bottles" of our ! 
wines to his private wine cellar." 
says Ben-Yoscf. 9 

Aside from wine, Eliaz is still go- pi 
mg strong with its rather unique 
"Hard Nut Brandy.” The winery is f* 
the only producer iri Israel — and 31 
one of the only ones in the world — n« 
of the popular liqueur made from 
walnuts. [ C 

Discount Bank in N.Y. I b° 

JEL AVI V. — Discount Bank or Ni 
New Y ork is ranked by the American qu 
Banker as the l9th-largesL bank in a 
New York and the I08th-largest ha 
(umong 15,000) in the U.S. nu 

The bank has assets of $1.57 bil- 
lion, of which SI. 4b. are deposits, vei 
and $90m. capital. Stt 


year. Some claim that without the 
high number of wine-drinking 
tourists who visit Israel each year, 
this number wou-ld be even smaller. 
According lo the prestigious Wines 
and Vines magazine, French people 
drink 25.89 litres a year per capita. 

WHY IS the Israeli figure low? 

There isn’t an "eating culture" in 
this country, says Carmel Mizrahi 
sales manager Mordechai 
Rosenthal. People don’t have 
enough time to eat and enjoy their 
food and drink, and they view wine 
as an exlravagence. Rosenthal also 
believes that the average Israeli is 
afraid to be labelled as an alcoholic. 

"This is a serious mistake,” he 
says, “because there is a big dif- 
ference between alcoholism and 
serious wine-drinking!/’ He points 
out that people don’t realize that 
drinking wine in moderation canac- 


tuaiiy be good for your health in I srae * is .for the first time taking part in an international 
reducing the acid-production level trade fair in Egypt. Reporter Joan Borsten, in an interval 

Tc ; M , . r l,h Embassy official - find* out (hat buMdlnt 

Israel-Egypt trade relations is a slow process. 8 

know a good wine when it sees it NINE MONTHS ago, there were 1 

n n H n«ii Lo ■■ lit. n _ .... 


in your body. 

The Carmel Mizrahi wine cellars 
seek lo educate the Israeli public to 
know a good wine when it sees it 
and not be chaeated, according to 
technical director Alfred 
("Freddy") Stiller. 

The cooperative is proud of its 
high kosher standards. Rabbi 
Yanovsky, a world specialist in rab- 
binical law concerning wine, heads a 
team of inspectors who check the 
vineyards to see that grapes of trees 
younger than three-years-old are 
not picked, that non-Jews do not 
have contact with the wine during 
its production, and that the wines 
made at all times during the year are 
kosher for Pessah. Thus, the highest 
standards of kashrut are maintained 
at the two Carmel wineries. 




Strict about standards 


THE ISRAELI orangd has made a 
name for itself in many food atld 
dnnk products' manufactured all 
over the woTld. and one of these is 
the Slock company’s famous 
Orange Stock Brandy. 

Some Israelis don’t realize that 
the Stock company, which corners 
55 per cent of the Israeli brandy 
market, Is a nearly 100-year-old in- 

Icrnahnnfl) ■ ■ ■ » . . 


its success with these products, has 
also gone into the wine business in 
Israel. About a decade ago, Stock 
brought out .the family-owned 
Hamarteff wine cellars in Petah 
Tt.kva, and began lo produce sweet 
wines. Since that time. Stock’s 
wines — some under its own name 
and some with the Hamarteff labe 1 
— have become formidable com- 
petitors in the Israeli wine market 


^national enterprise bued in Italy petitors in The IsraTwi T* esl ^ !is J h ‘! d « office in Garden City 
products. ' ,r “ , l?' d * Slock ■ndsepti-dry.ypc^K^: 
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S° f Stock 

Exports claim that there is no dif. 'aTc™ ““ “/ro m lhe 
erence between these and brandies Manischevitz company in America 

,h ‘ “ STM; SH 

says the recent improvements in market. 

brandy aging facilities at his Lack of the right amount and 
Netanya plant have led to increased qualities of wine grapes has caused 

a ^cJ<fe d » S n-’ ,r l° ,n l ll elira ' ,over 50me P robl ' ms In ids company's 
a decade ago, when the company production of wines ssvs Roller 

market , } V *' ° f ,he U bm new “»~ih Z* g“p£ 

Beside, manufacturing bmndies, 

SSKSSJSfE ”" d ■*?«' «* ° f W«y. Traded Tourism ^ 

Stock company, hoping to duplicate helping the industry. 
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to I literally no commercial lies between 
d I Egypt and Israel. Today there is a 
I trickle of trade, which promises to 
I soon develop into a small stream — 

I but as in almost every other phase 
. of normalization, the first current 

' seems to be flowing primarily in one 

direction. 

a I Since February 1980 when Fikry 
’ Mafia nny Nakhla arrived in Tel Aviv 
to assume duties as first counsellor 
of the new Egyptian Embassy and 
t some of the responsibilities of a 
_ commercial attach*, the career 

diplomat has met with some 500 , . 

\ Israeli businessmen. They were \! kry Nakhla - le fi- with Presiden 

3 directors and chairmen of large Yu:hak Navon. 

I economic conglomerates ,u 

I Tahal, Clal, Koor, Bank Leumi m ° Sl 5mpor ^'! 1 annual 

Bank Discount, and B ank CC00n, ! ,c . ,? Vcnl ! n Cai ™' lhe 
Hapoalim, all interested in investing w , s ' l . uut,0 . n ls , improving. 

in Egypt; buyers from large food lak^un'n^H/, e '! Vin8 “f 8 ® 1 10 
chains such as Supersol wishino tc, i f u ! n . nc ' Pjwtmg. also un- 

import guava and mango juice as fhis na.i V L T °- 

I well as other tinn^ hls P 1 ** 1 - veur by his Minister of 

representatives of small companies ^ gncu|,l,re ’ Mohammed Daoud. 
I hoping to exnort nr u , nd variuus Egyptian economic mis- 

I owners of private shnn« u,^ and sions. Although Israel currently im- 

aasi 

.1“ c °, b “' ler “I- “Bed »-«/., by tries will become two-way. 
the Egyptians who use it Tor * 

cooking, are now regularly exported THE IMBALANCE between whal 

oy Israel s Agrexco markeiing Egypt exports, to Israel, and what 

=om pe wi ,Ve T f. r,rm a,so s “PP ik ‘ s Egypt imports from Israel, is 

lons of bananas to Egypt’s perhaps especially felt by Nefertiti 
week fr d I® 8ela , ble ,na , rkels tfach Airlines. Unlike El Al, which flies 
the hnrH r " 8 - C prodllcc ?37s that have minimal cargo 

a .l- U,r CaJ ?° *P n,?c is S P“ CC * l h»-’ now Nelertiti craft is a 

ranid enniioti ■ by not 707 Wl,b a scv cn-tO-eight ton cargo 

orThou2?'ir n addll !? n ’ hu,ldreds ^upacity. The thrice weekly flight 
mi1 1?" 8 ’ ° f day ' l rom Tcl Aviv 10 Cairo always takes 

fed r C ^r k ? h “ Ve ^ n m, P° r - off wi| h or seven, tons of 

Ramat y Aviv r fnt fr0ni - Proco 'V. . lhc hatchin 8 and day-old chicks, 

aftTr I n P ? u csla bl«licd sold to the Egyptians by the local 

I General free ? a U h' d r? ^-° Jor puultry feeders union, or chemical 

Hans T e a L n,ha ! 11 ° r,y ' ^ shi P moms d «tined for Africa. The 
eggs " r n e d bUying l u n *'' mosl dire * “ir route from Israel to 

I ciaareitev l!i u a , S t w< ! a!j ' Sl, cb countries as Nigeria, Ethiopia, 
sniUMled inta d .i bcCr ’ lhc . luUer “ ,,d Ke »y» today is via Cairo, 
border crossL n nT-'T tbt: ' “ Wu M"t more tonnage 

I “Prnrnn a kr Ollly bcCHUSO Of SpRCC limitations," 

J° n ,^ l ! 8bcd an ofr,ce lus] said Ya’acov Rosenbuck, director 
I said Nukhla of Nefertiti’s cargo department.- 
I tinn ^ VC i? I*P P ro J ccls i° Irrlga- “And we have so many back orders 
Chlcken brecd * n 8i are that we will automatically be able to 
EE 1 " 8 . P e ; nuts for CJ£ P° r t to fill the cargo section of any ad- 
a " d s P e ncer, and are ex- dilional flights (Nefertiti and El Al 

i 8 r 10 L Europe from Bar " nre bolh scheduled to add one more 

dawil Uke m the Northern Sinai., run per week). 

I Knnr .branch of Israel's The return flight, however, rarely 

«^bhshed an ofHce ^Garden Ci” 8 oods. 

Pollik frnrrf r !? of bus ™ ss - DISNEYLAND. - Israel is to ha 

Vire fi f agir recemly mct wllh a permanent pavilion in a new se 

I nnHoi f ter P r economic affalrs in tion of Florida’s Disney World, 
recem h'nrfkf*' 11 par ‘ ici P ated in lhe be opened in 1982, the Industr 
I m nowin voived Trade and Tourism Ministry a 

our industnal/agrlcultural fair, nounced last week. 

The foreign trade deficit worsens 

Post Economic Reporters . the same two months last year, 
Israel’s fcrdig/i trade- deficit; v,_ t w . 

seasonally adjusted and excluding- , io ^ l ° Sl, # ? 2 b 

diamonds aid . shins increased bv • — 1 1 per pent down on the cc 

some 40 per cem in the first two s T a Tdec]^^ 3"** 

months of the year 1 relative to the shar P dec,ll ! e in diamon ° find "if 
average for the last quarter of 1980. P etrol f um ^Pom (without W 
, According to figures released ™pom rose by 15 per cenl^ 
tut week by thb Central Bureau of ' Exports for the first tw/# ntbs 
statistics, the ' trade deficit for of the year came to $8 1 . 

January and February came to $479 per cent less than ***** 

minion, more or less the same as in period. / ■- . . . 


, sharp decline in dlamond find ert 
* petroleum imports (without w 
j imports rose by 15 per cenll/y 

f ' Exports for the first 
r 1 of the year came to 58 1 3rV°™ r V 
I per cent less than \ r /\ - 
i • period. - . . . 
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I Reasons for doubt 

THE FURORE over the proposed offensive arming or the sixty F- 
1 5s sold by the U.S. lo Saudi Arabia had hardly subsided when the 
news burst upon the front pages a few days ago that the U.S. was 
about to supply the Saudis with four AWACS (advance warning and 
command systems) as well. 

What precise threat these “flying radars” might pose to Israel’s 
security is at dispute among the experts. Mordechai Zipori, the 
deputy defence minister, contended on Sunday that the AWACS 
would be able, while overflying Saudi Arabia's own territory, to 
snoop at will into the country’s every nook and cranny, and "expose 
all of Israel’s secrets.” 

A slightly different opinion has been volunteered by the former 
commander of the air force, Binyamin Peled. 

Speaking on Monday, he suggested that for all their excellence as 
radar stations Lhe AWACS were very cumbersome and could be 
downed with relative ease. Presumably Mr. Peled meant in wartime, 
but it is legitimate to assume that it would not be in Israel's interest to 
allow its most intimate military secrets to be discovered by a foe even 
when no hostilities are imminent. 

How to prevent this from happening could be Israel’s real 
challenge. To be told that in the foreseeable future the computer 
printouts from the Saudi AWACS should remain in American hands, 
without much danger of their misuse, is cold comfort. But after all 
the country has learned to live with spy satellites, and it has its own 
surveillance devices, though, of course, inferior lo the newer systems. 
It had lo be expected that, sooner or later, neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries would themselves gel in on the electronic surveillance act, and 
with American assistance. 

It did not have to be expected (hat the news should come to 
Jerusalem, as Foreign Minister Shamir insists it did. us a boll from 
the blue. But then the AWACS deal, as the F- 1 5 plan, must be 
viewed in the wider context of America's strategic redeployment, un- 
der the Reagan doctrine, in the Middle East, though this is hardly 
news at this stage. The purpose of the deal, needless to say, is not lo 
make the desert kingdom more resistant lo Soviet lure and attack, 
bui to make it less resistant to the idea of U.S. forward bases on its 
soil. 

Seen from Jerusalem, the game is hardly worth the candle. L : ven it 
it docs not lead lo war sometime soon, the rearming of Saudi Arabia 
is bound to catapult Israel into a highly accelerated arms race winch 
this country could not afford, even with Americun aid. The only 
useful purpose this rearmament policy could serve would be as a 
political lever for the U.S. to employ in drawing Riyadh mi" the 
political process started between Jerusalem mid Catru. 

Knowing Israel’s sensitivity on this score, Washington has row 
started putting out the explanation that this indeed is one very impor- 
tant object of the military hardware in the pipeline to Saudi Arabia: 
to make possible the resumption of the diplomatic momentum in the 
autumn, with Saudi Arabia’s participation. 

Sceptical Israelis are likely to retort that they will believe it when 
they see it. For one thing, Mr. Reagan's advisers must be well aware 
that, having just taken the initiative, at Taif. in a proclamation of an 
all-Moslem jihad against Israel, the Saudis would not be turning 
promptly around to support peace with Israe(~ especially if they 
were to become America's open allies. 

Moreover, President Reagan has himself served clear notice that, 
in his book, local issues such as the Arab-Israel conflict must be sub- 
ordinated, even in the long term, to the far larger task of 
checkmating and eventually pulling back the aggressive Soviet 
power. If the momentum of the Middle East peace process is to be 
kept up, it is mainly to keep the Europeans from unnecessarily med- 
dling in^ the -affairs .of the region — and to keep Israel and Egypt 
.happy. 

There is some irony in the fact that this attitude should be os unac- 
ceptable to Israel as it is today. For years the prime goal of Israeli 
diplomacy was to head off U.S. pressure for a premature solution, 
half baked in some big-power oven. The Likud administration, when 
it took office, represented this approach in its most extreme form. 

Yet now that Washington almost publicly declares that it intends to 
exert no such pressure, Jerusalem appears to be unhappy. 

The obvious reason lies in the fact that Israel is now engaged in a 
peace momentum, the slowing down of which could be disastrous for 
Israel itself. Thus the failure to reach an early agreement on the 
autonomy, quite apart from its possible domestic impact, might con- 
front this country with the choice of losing its invaluable bargaining 
chip in the rest of Sinai that must be ceded back to Egypt in April 
1982, 

Israel is therefore now anxious for some show of U.S. pressure, 
preferably even-handed, or at least for a show of American concern. 
American indifference, as Premier Begin has suggested, is not in 
Israel's interest. Presumably even Israel’s “strategic integration” as 
an ally — though junior — in the U.S. strategic scheme would hot be 
fair compensation. 

In theory, there is one simple way out of the dilemma: a resolution 

Biil e outstanding political problems, at least those between Israel 

.. T^ypt, on a direct, bilateral basis. ,But to be translate*) into prac- 

changl thc °ry evidently will have tQ await,, among other things, a 
. p guard in Jerusalem. 


Dry Bones 
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Keeping Haddad in check 

THE REPORT ihut only the throat of ;t U.S. veto barred lhe un- 
animous, condemnation of this country in the Security Council for the 
killing of three Nigerian UNI FI L soldier* ul Kant ara hy the troops of 
Major Saud Haddad this week is not likely to impress Israelis very 
much. Moil Israelis just could not care whether the hypocrite assem- 
hh in ihc New York glass-house did. >>r did not. issue still another 

-i i ni. »ir. i-> Us hi.i. njMiu-.i the Jewish Slate- 

Care they muSt, however, in this particular instance, because 
Southern Lebanon, where Major Haddad seemingly rules supreme, is 
very much Israel’s responsibility. 

It is not enough, therefore, to express shock and regret over the 
killing of the Nigerians, as the chief of staff hits properly done, nor to 
offer a vague promise lo do “everything to prevent the recurrence of 
such incidents." as the prime minister-and-defence minister has 
chosen to do. How could it be enough when, at the same time, the 
deputy defence minister, who rally knows the score, makes it plain 
that nothing stronger than moral suasion, if that, will be applied to 
Major Haddad? 

The underlying assumption of this approach seems to be that 
“Free Lebanon” is somehow a sovereign stale to which Israel is 
linked by ties not only of interest but of formal alliance, and which is 
free to chart its own policies. The assumption is wrong. The present 
existence of Major Haddad's little semi-autonomous domain is stric- 
tly a function or the breakdown of sovereign Lebanon, due to the 
depredations of the PLO and its leftist- Moslem friends and later of 
the invading Syrians. But this situation has not so far been accepted 
as permanent by any world capital, including Jerusalem. 

Seeking to establish a cordon sanitaire along its vulnerable northern 
frontier, Israel did strike a practical bargain with Saad Haddad's 
Christian militias across the border. In return for this country's aid 
and protection, they would help chase the terrorists away and hold 
the Syrians at bay. Most important, they would lend legitimacy to 
Israel's de facto presence in the area. 

As the launching of the Litani Operation almost exactly three years 
ago suggested, the arrangement was not free of bugs: and the later in- 
troduction of UNIFIL into the area has proved to be a mixed blessing 
at best. But a new status quo has been established as a result, which, 
though eschewing any idea of Lebanon's permanent dismember- 
ment, was to obtain during Lhe period of Beirut's impotence in asser- 
ting its authority throughout Lebanon. 

That status quo cannot now unilaterally be scrapped, as the O/C 
northern command yesterday informed UNIFIL's commander. The 
attempt to do so, in compliance with an agreement reached by the 
presidents of Lebanon and Syria at their meeting in Damascus last 
week, by having units or Lebanon's “reconstructed" army take posi- 
tions in the south with assistance by UNIFIL, was what triggered the 
shelling of Kanlara. 

The severity of the provocation does not, however, excuse the bar- 
barity of the military response. 

Being an interested party, Israel has a right to insist that, before 
Mr. Sarkis tries lo reassert his government's hold over lh£ south, he 
should first demonstrate his ability to comrol the centre end the 
north, with the Syrians out and the PLO under the tightest cpiitrol." 

But what Isruql may not insist is that Major. Haddad should be 
treated as somehow the rightful sovereign ruler of Southern 
Lebanon.,,. , •.....< . . 
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Classes out 

FOR THE NEXT two weeks, if not 
longer, the country's school system 
will be in disarray and a million 
school children will be out in the 
streets half the regular study hours 
— all because of the cabinet's pur- 
poseless non-decision in the matter 
of teachers' pay. 

On March 15 the cabinet was to 
have finally made up its mind 
whether or not to ratify the wage 
agreement already reached between 
the government representatives and 
the teachers' organizations, 
representing some 60,000 
educators. The issues involved had 
been brought before the cabinet on 
more than one previous occasion. 

The ministers had already been 
presented with two sets of recom- 
mendations by expert commissions 
on the wages of teaching, one the 
famous Etzioni Report. A finance 
minister had resigned and the elec- 
tions advanced in a row over the 
problem. 

The first impulse, as is always the 
case when the cabinet gets gets gold 
feet about some decision, was to 
have the attorney-general interpose 
his authority with a ruling on 
whether or not the new accord was 
m breach ol the framework wage 
agreements. But the teachers 
promptly blocked that escape 
hatch. So the cabinet took flight via 
a request for such a ruling lu either 
lhe National Labour Court or the 
Arbitration Board. | 

Presumably d either panel upheld 
the agreement with lhe teachers, 
that should be satistaclory. although 
it would cause some fresh 
headaches; and if it did not, so 
much lhe better, for tl would then 
get the government off the hook. In 
any case some valuable time would 
have been gained in the process. 
True, the teachers would most like- 
ly declare sanctions, as had indeed 
happened. But that must have been 
the least of the cabinet's worries. 

As Deputy Premier Simha 
Ehrlich put it: Better the teachers 
should strike than that the entire 
economy should be struck. 

The logic of the argumetm can- 
not be denied. An unconditional 
wage hike of the kind recently 
negotiated with the teachers, is 
bound to call forth demands for 
similar raises by other groups of 
workers. The workers who are 
denied their raises are not likely to 
be swayed by judicial rulings to the 
effect that the agreement with the 
teachers does not violate the 
framework wage agreement. 

A conditional wage increase for 
the teachers might have won 
general, or at least widespread, ac- 
ceptance among fellow workers. 
That, of course, is what the Etzioni 
Commission had suggested: higher 
wages for the teachers in return for 
more and better school work. That, 
too. is what Education Minister 
Hammer and a minority of his col- 
leagues at the last moment tried to 
persuade the entire cabinet to en- 
dorse again, as a* matter not of 
theory but of practice. 

The attempt ended in failure. The 
teachers are out of patience with 
the government, yet if (hey get their 
way, all hell may break loose on the 
wage front. 
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WORDS AND THE YERIDA REALITY 


BOOKS 


INNOVATION - A MONTHLY review of 
lirsell R&D: One year S22, A.O. Publication* 
Ltd.. P.O.B. 8100, 91080, Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 


JERUSALE M 

LUXURIOUS AMERICAN STANDARD. 
Improvements. Romai Denla — 5 rooms — 
nice view — large balcony. Tel. 02-4 10924. 
Mr. Exelbirc, 6CV38 Kuboby St., Jerusalem. 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS — 
monlhly/halidaysfiabbailcBls. Write: Flam, IS 
Hovcvei Zion, Jeruialom. Tel. 02*667883. 


RENT, VILLA, 10 minutes J$ ruialem. July- 
Augim. Gcrshon Cohen, Moshav Sho'eva, 
Tel. 02-S3830S. 

3 ROOMS. RAMAT SHARETT, lofty view. 
Improveinenii, 562,000. Tel. 421732. USA 
(415) 234-3599. 

TALB1EH, NEAR Hechal Shlomo, 3 
bedrooms. Baton, large Hollywood kitchen 
with dinette, succah-balcany, 2 full 
bathrooms, alreondliionera, central heating, 
central gas, elevator, private parking, extras. 
Tel. 02*638414, not Shabbai. S250.000, 

SALE. Jewish Quarter. 3. ground floor. 93 
sq.m. 565,000. Tel. 02-2B6474. 

4 ROOMS, near Central Bui, kosher. May — 
July or monthly. 5300. Schwartz, 4 Natronai 
Gaon, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-524284. 


.HAIFA 

FOR SALE — 4 room villa, on 800 sq’m.. 
Danya, near university, Hanoufa, 100 
Hamegmlm Street. Haifa. Israel. 

. ■ ■ rrt ,,, 

~~ HEMLiV A 

TN HERZL!YA PITUAK near Sharon Hotel, 
Tor Mfe in new building, limited number, 1-2 
p?, . 7 l , ho,id *Y apartments. Alan Real 
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JJ , F , ETANY/ \ .. i, 

NETANYA QUALITY holiday apartments 
from Dave Robinson. Shaartourt, 6 Shmuel 
Hanaizlv, Netanya. Tel. 653-28812. 

SELF CATERING furnished apartpient for 
rent to .vacationers, Netanya, Israel. Gaffan, 
P.O.B. JtOsi," Netanya. 

[ rrrr';,; )lll l ?Si l M ir-n f l . 
LUXURY HOUSE, rental, month August, 
Golders Green, London. All modem con- 
veniences, 'including telephone, central 
heating, etc. Strictly kosher only. Write, 28 
Brent Street, London NW4, England. 


PLOTS 


WE BUY LAND, property in Israel. W. 
Goodman, Kaf-Tel BeNovember 14 b, 
Jerusalem. Tel: 02-662753. 


REAL' 


ABEL REALTY FLATS, shops, offices, 6 
King George Street, Jerusalem. 


MATRIMONIAL 


MATRIMONIAL: International Agency 
specialising In academics. American/Euro- 
pean tradition, unlimited persons) service, dis- 
cretion assured. Mr. Chelrit. P.O.B. 7382, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 


PERSONAL 


Professional, American male, 40, 

Seeks Young, Attractive Woman 

aon - Bm , okar - Interred In arts, sports, travel- 
fnendahlp/parmanont relationship. Live In Navada but travel frequently. 
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To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — In his “Strawberries and 
cream” lelereview of March 6, Mr. 
Gttlon’s usual good judgment fails 
him on several counts.' First of all, 
he remarks thal “the atrocious 
crime of which he (Mr. Lahis) was 
found guilty by his bosses in the 
Jewish Agency was suggesting that 
there are more yordim (emigrants) 
than they thought...’* But Mr. Lahis 
was not found guilty of anything at 
all, except for giving credence to 
.inflated yerfda figures obtained by 
hearsay, on which his report is 
largely based, rather than relying on 
.data obtained from the Israel 
Bureau of Statistics which provides 
generally accepted information 
regarding yerida and aliya, as well as 
such mundane matters as the cost- 
of-living index. 

Secondly, Mr. Gillon says "that a 
devoted civil servant should be 
forced to resign for saying such 
things is like punishing the child in 
the Hans Christian Andersen story 
for daring to say that the emperor 
had no clothes.” Mr. Lahis, 
however, was not compelled to 
resign; on the contrary, his depar- 
ture was greatly regretted, for his 
ability had been appreciated; it is he 
who insisted on “waging alone" the 
yerida battle and he would not ac- 
cept the Coordinating Committee’s 
rejection of the recommendations 
with which he concludes his report, 
the first of which being: 


1 . To empower a minister, in the 
capacity of deputy prime minister, 
in coordination, with all the govern- 
ment ministries, public institutions, 
and other relevant bodies, to act in 
Israel and abroad as is necessary to 
strengthen the attachment to Israel. 

By strengthening the attachment to 
Israel, I ftiean, among other things, 
improving 'the. quality of life here, 
education, the 'prevention of yerida, 
the encouragement of return and of 
aliya, the social absorption of those 
who return on make aliya, housing, 
employment, and matters of taxes 
and customs duties. 

What Mr. Lahis proposes is h 
consummation devoutly lo be 
wished and orte can only say a fer- 
vent amen to his suggestions. But to 
believe that a deputy prime minister 
would be able to effect such u 
metamorphosis is to show the same 
kind of readiness lo rely on words 
rather than hard reality that un- 
derlies the report itself. 

What Mr. Gillon is doing is 
berating the emperor for pointing 
out that it is the child, whose in- 
tegrity and good intentions nobody 
questions, that. is undressed. To ex- 
pect "his bosses" to support Mr. 
Lahis against themselves is tan- 
tamount (o demanding (hat the 
windmills back Don Quixote us 
(heir director. 

ANNETTE DULZIN 

Tel Aviv. 
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To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The letter, "Israelis 
abroad," by Alexander Galat 
(March 2) creates a completely false 
impression about the characteristic 
profile of the yordim. 

Galat, apparently, does not 
realize that not all Israelis abroad 
are yordim.' The majority of those 
“energetic, enterprising, bright and 
mostly young” Israelis encountered 


in such "unlikely places" as the 
various small countries of Latin 
America and the Far East are not 
yordim but Israeli experts sent 
abroad by Israeli firms und institu- 
tions. 

The real typical yordhh have one 
thing in common: the uncomfor- 
' (able feeling that they arc deserters. 

NAOMI FEINS TEIN 
Mevasseret Zion. 


THE ‘CRIPPLING TAX BURDEN 1 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Articles about decreasing 
aliya and increasing yerida, about 
low productivity and low invest- 
ment, and about the declining 
quality of life surprisingly fail to 
identify one underlying cause of all 
these ills — the crippling burden of 
taxation that is subjugating and 
demoralizing the citizens of this 
country. 


We are deprived of investment 
capital from abroad because of the 
punitive taxes imposed on busines- 
ses. So why risk investing iq. Israel? 

For the worker, there is no incen- 
tive to make that extra effort to 
produce more since any resulting 
increase inhis earnings is essentially 
wiped out by incremental income 
taxes. So why bother? 


Jerusalem. 


J.R. CARLIN 


WEAPONS 
SAUDI ARAB* 

To the Editor of The Jenuale, D 

Sir, — Our government’s dt°f' 
not to participate in a U.S. poll , 
campaign against the sale of 0 ff7 
-sive weapons to Saudi Arabia leave, 
one dumbfounded. Our government 
acts as though there could possibly 
be n*ay Tor the U.S. to compensate 
us for arming the Arabs. There is 
none. 

Only one man in our government 
— Ariel Sharon — consistently 
takes a strong stand for what Is right 
regardless of political considera- 
tions. Tlie rest still holding fast to a 
ghetto mentality, play the 
diplomatic game of: "We can’t up- 
set our relationship with the new 
Rengen administration," as if that it 
more important than our national 
survivul. 

Washington will always push for 
wants to make it three, adding 
"Jerusalem of the Americas." 

RONYA MALKA 

Jerusalem. 

‘CLOSED FOR THE 
STRIKE’S DURATION 1 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — On my late son’s birthday. 

I visited his grave at Kiryat Shaiil 
cemetery and ufterwurds, 1 felt like 
going to the Yad Lcbanim 
Memorial Hall on Pinkas Street in 
Tel Aviv. The huilding was closed 
and on its door was u little hand 
written sign: "The site is closed for 
(he duration of the Tei Aviv 
Municipality stuffs strike." 

Our values have diminished from 
ycur lo year. Hut somehow I clung 
lo the belief that there exists a cer- 
tain moral indebtedness to the many 
young, who huve defended this 
country, to their very bitter end. I 
have been proved wrone. To close 
such an institution for the struggle 
of receiving salaries on tunc border* 
on complete disrespect for those 
who are no longer with us because 
they respected law and duly. 

Maybe one could not expect bet- 
ter from the Tel Aviv Municipality 
Workers Committee, but the Mayor 
of l*el Aviv, u distinguished com- 
mander in the past, should hove 
rente inhered. A phone call by him 
to the Bereaved Parents Associa- 
tion would huve provided him with 
enough volunteers to mun ihc hall 
lor the duration of the strike. 

Tel Aviv FRED RAPHAEL I 


A POLITICAL LECTURE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP 
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To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, ■— I believe your readers will 
be interested in part or the interview 
of Michael Metrinko, an American 
hostage in Iran for 444 days, by 
Anthony Cannella, a staff writer' 
of the Scranton Times of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, in its issue of 
February I. 

Canella asked Metrinko if he had 
attended any of the religious ser- 
vices on either of the Christmases. 
Metrinko replied: "I had theunfor- 
tuanate experience of meetina 
Father (Archbishop) Hilarion 
Capucci. The Vatican's Capucci. 
He’s of the Greek Catholic rite 
former Archbishop of Jerusalem 
who was in a jail in Israel for a cou- 
ple of years for gun-running. ..... 

"At that point, 1 was in that tiny 
cubicle that was a couple of feet wide 
and a couple of feet long. This was 
the first Easter. I was in that cubi- 
cle. 1 hadn’t seen sunlight or fresh 
air or anything for so long I had 
forgotten what it was like, and the 
guards came down at rpughly mid- 
night and said: ’Put your blindfold 
on, we’re taking you out!’ not ex- 
plaining why. They took me up to 




Capucci ... "a representative of Ms 
interests." 

what had been the ambassador's of- 
fice, againwithout saying anything. 
They tool my blindfold off and 
there was Father Capucci standing 
in the middle of the room. 

“I recognized him. I had met him 
before. Back in 1969, 1 spent a week 
in his monastery in Jerusalem, 1 
knew him from there, Thei’e 1 was, 
absolutely filthy, feeling pretty bad. 
There were lights in the rqorft up 
there. A poifipletely different set : pf 
lights and I couldn’t see anything 
for .awhile, and there’s' Father 
Capucci standing irt -a Very 
beautiful!; tailored cassock, with a 
beautiful go la pectoral medallion, a 
beautiful solid gold wristwatch, a 
beautiful gold ring with a ruby, or an 


emerald in it, perfumed beard, J* r ’ 
fumed lutir. 

"The contrast wus somelhiflB 
amazing, nil this delightful-looking 
food on the tuble and it was pr* ll J 
emotional, number one, because! 
hadn't seen a foreigner, I mean b 
non-Iranian and 1 knew he was do 
I runian in so long. 1 tried lo tell him 
very quickly ubout the way we w« re 
being treated, or I was beM 
treated, and he immediately g& v{ 
me a lecture on American suppon 
of Israel, and I’m there because my 
government is a criminal govern- 
ment. He was the Vatican* 
representative, but he was * 
representative of his own interests- 1 
was not up for a lecture on 
American foreign policy — cS ' 
peclally from him. 

“After the revolution in Irani » 
great many of the fringe element m 
international politics began rushW 
back and forth to flee Khomm* 
that type of person. The Ca/zL 
type, the various leaders 
lunatic groups., like tha ijr. 

one." JLQTKW 

ABE L CHERTC/? : 
Scranton, Pennsylvrjr 
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THE LENINGRAD TRIAL 

T .Sdltor tf The Jerusalem Post demned and feared by all civilised 

»endelevich “ hijS «““ f n o"« c °f 

appreciate that, in the present ireason - 

climate of public opinion, there is This distinction is not semantic; it 
little to be gained in trying to dis- has far-reaching implications and it 
tingulsh between hijacking for is doing the remaining prisoners, 
political or monetary ends and com- Yuri Federov and Alexei 
mandeering an aircraft in order to Murzhenko, a grave disservice to 
secure the personal freedom of link them in any way with the crime 
those involved in the enterprise. or hijacking. 

I would suggest that the feature of Hundreds of thousands of Jews 
hijacking which has horrified world and non -Jews concerned with 
opinion is the peril lo which inno- human rights work, pray and weep 
cent persons — passengers and for the prisoners of the Leningrad 
crew — are subjected to in the air. trial: remarkable men of great 
It is this Feature which was totally courage and inner resourcefulness 
lacking in the Kuznet- pitted against a merciless stale 
sov/Mendelevich case. machine that cannot grind them 

. , . .. • into conformity. 

As Kuznetsovs prison diaries 

show, the plan was to commandeer Of course, Yosef Mendelevich is 
!an empty aircraft on the ground at a national hero. We should all thank 
Leningrad airport. Apart from the our lucky stars that there are people 
emotive connection with an air- like him in the world, 
craft, this attempt was no more a hi- BARBARA OBERMAN 

jacking (in the sense rightfully con- Herzliya. 


A BRAVE AND PIOUS MAN 


To Tjfe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sip — In your justifiably critical 
editorial of February 26 on the 
brutal verbal assault of MK Biton 
upon Yosef Mendelevich in a 
Knesset committee, you “even- 
handedly" criticized the victim him- 
self for having "allowed himself to 
be taken for a ride by an assortment 
of radical, . religious groups..." In so 
doing, you have misread the nature 
of a brave and deeply pious man. 

The only ride on which Men- 
delevich allowed himself to be 
taken was a car ride from Ben 
Gurion Airport to the Western 
Wall. Even that ride was Interrupted 
by him for a walk in the rain up the 
final hill to Jerusalem in order to ex- 
perience aliya laregel. 

Yosef Mendelevich is not a cap- 
tive of any person or any group or 
persons. He has demonstrated 
heroic independence for almost 1 1 
ypars in the harsh climate of Soviet 
prisons by practising his faith and by 


teaching his fellow prisoners the 
Hebrew language, Jewish histoiy 
and the Mltzwt of the Tora. 

Similarly, he maintains a uniquely 
Jewish heroic posture here in Israel 
by his innate modesty and humility. 
When I had the privilege of spen- 
ding half an hour with him in his 
sister's tiny and bare kitchen in 
Alon Sh’vut and I suggested to him 
that myriads of Jews view him as a 
heroic personality, he winced at my 
words and insisted that he was no 
hero — he was a simple man. 

Even his restrained reaction to 
MK Biton's shocking Insults was a 
manifestation or the religious re- 
quirement of the Talmud that "a 
hero is one who controls himself." 

Mendelevich deserves more than 
even-handed criticism. He merits 
our gratitude, our praise and our 
emulation. 

RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN, 

Vice-Chairman. Greater New York 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Aboard flight home to New York. 


GAD ELGAZI 

To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I was both disturbed and 
offended by Dr. Carol Rattner’s let- 
ter to the editor (March 3) in which 
she equated the prosecutor’s argu- 
ment in the Elgazi case (“the army 
would not be able to function if 
every soldier were free to act ac- 
cording to dictates of his con- 
science”) with the rationale of Nazi 
war criminals, “1 only obeyed 
orders,’’ and slated that, by not 
honouring Etgazi’s convictions, we 
are making "the Nazi approach to 
military obedience a paradigm for 
moral and ethical decision making.” 
Dr. Rattner overlooks the dif- 
ference between not allowing each 
soldier to define for himself the ex- 
act territorial limits of where or 
where not he will serve (or even 
pass through) and the heinous crime 
of genocide. Though Dr. Rattner is 
probably right in her assumption 
that the Nazis would not hBve 
tolerated Elgazi, this does not mean 
that a society or army which does 
not tolerate Elgazi is Nazi. 

In respect to the IDF, article 125 
of the Code of Justice and the legal 
interpretations thereof specifically 
state that a soldier is required to dis- 
obey a blatantly illegal act. Elgazi, 
in his defence, agreed that the 
orders were indeed legal. 

Before his final conviction by a 
lower court, Elgazi’s appeal reached 
Israel's highest (civilian) court — 
the High Court of Justice — where 
all three judges concurred in re- 
jecting it. In a highly unusual move, 
two justices (H. Cohen and M. 
Beiski) jointly wrote their own deci- 
sion to demonstrate the importance 
they attributed to the ruling. In their 
decision, they stated: “No military 
framework can condone the general 
principle that such or other soldiers 
can dictate where they will serve, 
whether for economic or social 
reasons or reasons of conscience." 
Service in the Administered Ter- 
ritories is considered essential for 
the defence of the State of Israel, 
and ir each soldier were to set 
His own limits as to the extent to 
which he was willing to participate 
in the nation's defence, then 
anarchy would result. 

YEHUDA WEINRAUB 

Tel Aviv. 


MILITARY DISCIPLINE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I feel I must respond to 
Rabbi Philip J. Bentley's recent let- 
ter about the case of Private Gad 
Elgazi in which the rabbi lakes a 
cheap shot at the military justice 
system with that nasty little cliche, 
“military justice is to justice as 
military music is to music." 

Private Elgazi’s persistent refusal 
to obey orders to deploy to certain 
geographic areas is a grave breach 
of discipline which must be dealt 
with decisively in order to deter 
future acts of recalcitrance by other 
IDF soldiers. This is a concern of 
the highest priority which cannot be 
subordinated to the humanitarian 
inclination to leniency simply 
because Private Elgazi is an 
otherwise competent and hard- 
working soldier. One must never 
lose sight of the fact that the 
business or an army is conducted on 
the battlefield where strict 
obedience to lawful orders is a 
must. Disobedience to orders 
destroys the cohesiveness of a 
fighting force, prevents the ac- 
complishment of the mission and 
gels one’s fellow soldiers killed. 


It is not the individual soldier's 
prerogative to balk at a lawful order 
— and the order given to Private 
Elgazi was unquestionably lawful — 
even if his act of refusal is based on 
conscience or the most 
humanitarian of intentions. The 
military justice system serves the 
vital function of dealing with such 
acts promptly, fairly and effectively 
in order to preserve good order 
and discipline, the epoxy which 
holds a fighting force together when 
the lives of its soldiers and the very 
life of the nation are under fire. 

The one-year sentence which 
Private Elgazi received was more 
than fair in view of his avowed in- 
tention to disobey similar orders in 
the future. Perhaps it will also help 
undo the damage done to discipline 
by Chief of StaiT Eitan when he 
reduced the already lenient 
sentences handed down to several 
soldiers for the murder of prisoners, 
which is a war crime. 

JONATHAN J. KLEIN. 

Captain, U.S. Army Judge Advocate 
General's Corps 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 


ABSORPTION OF ORTHODOX SETTLERS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Judy Siegel’s article of 
February 13, “Preaching aliya to 
the Orthodox," was quite in- 
teresting for many reasons. One of 
these appeared at the end of the ar- 
ticle: "The emissary system is 
geared to the Fifties or Sixties. It’s a 
whole different era in America in 
the Eighties," Starr maintains. "Wc 
must gear the Aliya campaign to it." 

I could not agree more with the 
above. However, in order to bring 
more observant Jews to Israel, he 
states, as reported so ably by Judy 
Siegel, that we need a change in the 
emissary sjfrfem, “at least 10 good 
emissaries who are Orthodox 
Zionists to work as a coordinated 
team." I definitely can go along 
with this. 

However, what has been left out 
of the article is the problem of ab- 
sorption of the Orthodox oleh. To 
my mind, the solution to the 
problem of aliya lies very largely in 
absorption. We or Young Israel in 
Israel are convinced that we have 


the answer to the problem of the ab- 
sorption of the modern Orthodox 
oleh. 

Young Israel is able, in the short 
period of our existence in Israel, to 
point with pride lo one of our syn- 
agogue community centres: our 
Petah Tikva branch of Young Israel 
which has integrated olim from 17 
different countries and can boast 
that 99 per cent of its membership 
have remained in Israel. The 
membership consists of a ratio of 
S0-S0 olim and Israelis. 

This is only one example of 
Young Israel’s contribution to im- 
migration and absorption. We have 
32 branches in Israel and are still 
growing; and my experience shows 
us that our members in the U.S. and 
Canada constitute a vast reservoir 
of emissaries and potential olim. 

MOSHE GOLDMAN 
Director, Development and Public 
Relations, 

The Israel Council of Young Israel 
Jerusalem. 


YOU HAVEN'T READ 
YOUR HEGEL, MR. HAIG. 




What experience and history teach Is this - that people and 
governments never have learned anything from history, or acted 
on principles deduttd from it. „, gel ,„o. IS3 j 


Seemingly blind to the lessons of Iran, 
the Stete Department and the Pen- 
tagon can't gat the Awecs and the 
FI 5*8 to Saudi Arabia quickly 
enough. 

Saudi- Arabia is almost a neighbour of 
Israel, and has only recently called for 
a new ’’jihad’' holy war against us. af- 
ter taking part in the four previous- 
ones. You can therefore understand 
why American policy rings warning 
bells throughout the country. 

Knowing how Israelis feel is three- 
quarters of the way along the roBd to 
understanding Israeli policy. 

There’s no better way of knowing 
Israelis than by reading The Jerusalem 
Post international Edition. Twenty-four 
pages flown worldwide every week. 

It's Indispensable. ! > 
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